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The Coming Months



• Thursday 7th October 2021: 6th Form Open Evening

• Tuesday 12th October 2021: Tracking Point A closes

• Monday 8th November 2021- Friday 19th November 2021: Senior 
Leadership Team, 1:1 Guidance Meetings

• Monday 8th November- Friday 12th November 2021: Revision Week

• Thursday 11th November 2021: Careers Fair

• Monday 15th November 2021: Revision only homework begins

• Wednesday 1st December 2021 - Thursday 16th December 2021: Year 11 
Mock Examinations 

• Wednesday 1st December 2021: Year 11 Study leave starts

Key Dates



●Thursday 18th January 2022: Tracking Point B closes
●Tuesday 25th January 2022: Mock examinations results day
●Wednesday 26th January 2022 – Wednesday 9th February 2022: Senior 

Leadership Team 1:1 Guidance Meetings
●Thursday 27th January 2022: Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Evening
●Friday 11th February 2022 - Deadline for applications to Nower Hill 6th 

Form
●Friday 11th February 2022: Spring Ball
●Tuesday 1st  March 2022: Tracking Point C closes
●Thursday 5th May 2022: Students’ Final day in school (Provisional) 
●Monday 9th May 2022: Start of GCSE examinations (Provisional)
●Friday 17th June 2022:  End of GCSE examinations (Provisional)
●Wednesday 29th June 2022: New Year 12 Taster Day at Nower Hill
●August 2022: GCSE results day - date to be confirmed
●August 2022: 6th Form enrolment - day after GCSE results 



Motivating Students

Year 11 Spring Ball on Friday 11th February 2022



Reflections from the 
students

Kirsty and Luke



Year 11 Co-ordinator

Mr Ian Parker





How can parents/carers help?
• Support and encourage your child

• Keep up-to-date with Satchel and letters sent home

• Check they have all the resources they need, including revision 
books and stationery

• Help them to organise their revision timetable and set aside a 
place where they can revise in a quiet, distraction free 
environment

• Try not to book any appointments during the school day

• Help to make home life as calm and as pleasant as possible

• Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge 

and try to provide good, nutritious food at regular intervals
• Encourage your child to take regular exercise. A brisk walk around 

the block can help clear the mind before the next revision session



Revision – examples of what we will 
say…

1. Have a definite finishing time e.g. “I will finish 
after 2 hrs”

1. Have PLANNED breaks (every 25mins or so)

1. Make these breaks short!



During examinations 

• Try not to nag or make too many demands on your child 
during exam time

• It is important to get a good night's sleep before an exam, so 
please discourage your child from staying up late to ‘cram’

• Make sure that they eat a good breakfast on the morning of 
the exam

• Make sure your child knows that you are interested in their 
work and that you are and will be proud of them

• Ask your child about what they are learning and assist with 
the revision of a topic or two

• At the start of study leave ask them to check their equipment 
to ensure they are prepared for their exams as they cannot 
rely on the school to lend any equipment



Equipment Checklist for exams

• Clear pencil case

• Pens

• Pencils

• Eraser

• Ruler

• Protractor

• Mathematical Calculator

• Any open book exams – a blank copy of the text



Resilience

Encourage your child to:

· be open and honest

·      reflect on previous struggles

·      do something about it

·      strengths

·      ask for help 

·      mental breaks

·      be kind to themselves



Assistant Headteacher, 
Development & Wellbeing

Ms Julie Wilkinson



GCSE revision: a guide to what works best 
Use of Highlighters?

Research suggests they have only a very minimal 
impact. Be aware that highlighting is only the 
beginning of the journey.  They are, however, an 
easy and fun way in and a useful start point to 
show students what  they need to know. Be 
warned not to end there though…..



GCSE revision: a guide to what works best 

Rereading?

When you simply reread something, it feels 
productive because you have already read it, but 
in fact you are not actually that engaged with the 
material – unless you really do not understand it 
and if that is the case combine it with other 
strategies.



GCSE revision: a guide to what works best
Revising with friends?

Studying with friends is not 
ineffective, but it can be less 
efficient than revising on 
your own. 

However, if they would not study otherwise, then 
by all means encourage it – but if they did it on their 
own, they could do the same amount of work but in 
less time. Which would they prefer: revising with 
their friends or having more relaxation time 
with them?





GCSE revision: a guide to 
what works best 

What is key is their ability to evaluate whether they 
have retrieved the content correctly. Instead of just 
trying to retrieve definitions or long explanations in 
their head or even out loud, they should write it 
out. 

Doing so means they can physically compare what 
they wrote to the correct information. Not doing 
that runs the risk of them thinking they have got it 
right when actually they have not!



Next Steps

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=CPxSzxylRCI

Studying Effectively Using 6 Essential Strategies 

revision@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk

Half Termly Nower Hill News

Registration and Lessons:  Support Strategies

Martijn van der Spoel: Thursday 23rd September: 2 periods

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPxSzxylRCI


Careers Manager - Post 16 Choices

Mrs Claire Murray



Raising the participation age

From 2014 the Government increased the 
age by which all young people in England are 
required to continue in education or training 
to 18.

This does not mean young people must stay 
in school. They will able to choose from:



Post-16 Options

• Full-time education (e.g. at a school or 
college)

• An Apprenticeship

• A Traineeship

• Employment with Training



Routes available

• Academic route - A levels 

• Vocational route – BTECs, T levels

• Occupational route – NVQs, City & Guilds

• Apprenticeships – Different levels 



Which is the right entry point?

Academic

6 GCSEs 
grades 4-9

< 6 GCSEs at 
grade 4  

Vocational 

A Levels
BTEC Level 3

T levels

Occupational

3-4
GCSEs

NVQ 3

GCSEs BTEC Level 2

BTEC  Level 1

NVQ 2

NVQ 1

General Education
(1,2)

Entry Level



Nower Hill 6th Form

• Nower Hill is an A-Level specialist 6th Form 

• There are currently 29 A levels subjects and 1 
BTEC level 3 (Digital Content Production) 
offered on site at Nower Hill

• Most students follow a programme of 3 A-
levels; however some of the more able 
students do choose to study 4 A-levels



Changes to A-levels

• Recently became ‘linear’ 

• Have become more challenging

• Content has increased

• All content is examined at the end of the 2 years 
(normally 3 exams)

• No coursework (apart from practical subjects)

• Universities only require 3 A-levels and we expect 
most of our students will start on 3 A-levels



6th Form Application Process

• You will be given a copy of the Nower Hill 6th Form prospectus 
at 6th Form Open Evening on 7th October. A link to the 
prospectus is also on the Nower Hill website

• There are TWO STAGES to the application process: 

• STAGE ONE: Between Thursday 7th October (open evening) and 
Friday 5th November, students should enter their 6th Form A 
Level option choices via our website. Students will then have a 
guidance meeting with SLT between Monday 8th November and 
Friday 19th November

• STAGE TWO: After the Christmas holidays, students will need to 
ensure that they confirm their A Level choices ahead of their 
second SLT guidance meetings, which are between 

26th January and 9th February 



Nower Hill 6th Form Options Process

FINAL Deadline: Friday 11th February 2022

• Guaranteed place for all Nower Hill students who meet 
the entry criteria and complete their online options 
form on time

• Letters will be sent out with offers after February half-
term.  Must return acceptance reply slip

• If you don’t get an offer but do meet our requirements 
in August we will do our best to offer a place within the 
Collegiate



UCAS

• 24 applications this year for Oxford/Cambridge/Dentistry & 
Medicine. We have 2 students taking up places at Cambridge 
this autumn, 2 going to Oxford and 3 starting Medicine (2 of 
these are deferred places from 2020).

• UCAS preparation
• Dedicated UCAS Adviser
• Y12 Parents’/Carers’ UCAS evening and UCAS conference in 

March
• Please use the UCAS website www.ucas.com to help you check 

the choices that your children make

http://www.ucas.com
http://www.ucas.com






Making A level Choices

Useful articles on choosing A levels:
Complete University Guide Choosing A Levels &
Which? Complete Guide to Choosing A levels
Complete guide to choosing A-levels - Which?

The UniGuide website 
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/ has an A level 
explorer tool which students can use for ideas 
on which degree courses they could study with 
the A levels they have chosen

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/student-advice/what-to-study/choosing-a-levels
https://www.which.co.uk/money/university-and-student-finance/getting-into-uni/complete-guide-to-choosing-a-levels-ay80b3c855s5
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/


Local Colleges

• Harrow

• Uxbridge

• Stanmore

• West Herts

• College of North West London

• UTC (University Technical College) - Heathrow UTC for 
Engineering and Global Academy for Media

Open days/evenings are late October/early November and 
again in March - exact dates will be added to student Year 11 
message board and will be advertised on college websites



College Vocational Areas
Art & Design Motor Vehicle 
Engineering

Business Studies Music

Early Years Performing Arts

Construction Skills Photography

Electrical Installation Public Services

Plumbing Sport

Forensic Science Travel & Tourism

Hairdressing Engineering

Beauty Therapy Applied  Science

Hospitality & Catering Carpentry & Joinery

Information Technology Health & Social Care

Media



T levels

● T levels (Technical levels) are new 2 year level 
3 courses offered at colleges. Started in 2020

● Prepare students for entry into skilled 
employment or higher level technical study

● 80% classroom - learning theory and 
technical skills

● 20% industry placement (at least 45 days)
● Entry requirement 5 GCSEs at 4-9 but 

students can complete a level 2 Transition to 
T levels course for 1 year in preparation for T 
T level study the following year



Local colleges offering 

T levels in 2022

Harrow:  Management and Administration
Digital Business Services
Science 

Uxbridge: Engineering
Education and Child Care (Hayes 

campus)
Digital Production Design & 

Devpt      Stanmore: Health and Science

Education and Child Care

Digital with Business
Accounting

Management and Administration



Apprenticeships

• As employees, apprentices earn a wage and work alongside 
experienced staff to gain job-specific skills. They also receive 
training towards a nationally recognised qualification

• Apprenticeships can take between one and  years to 
complete. The minimum wage for an apprentice is £4.30 per 
hour for under 18s; however, many apprentices earn 
significantly more

• Key benefits:

– earn a salary 

– get paid holidays 

– receive training 

– gain qualifications 

– learn job-specific skills



Apprenticeship levels



How to find Apprenticeships

● www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship or search “Find 
an apprenticeship”

● https://amazingapprenticeships.com
● https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/

● Local colleges offer apprenticeships - look on college 
websites

● Employer websites

Traineeships - 6 months of training to become job-
ready, help with English and Maths

http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://amazingapprenticeships.com
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/


Preparation for Choosing Post-16 Options

• 1:1 Careers Guidance Interviews ongoing
• Assembly for students on post-16 options
• 6th form information evening on 7th October 

and colleges present

• Guidance Meetings with Senior Leadership Team 
in November and January

• Careers Fair – 11th November – employers, 
colleges and universities attending

• Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Evening – 27th January



Support from Careers

• 1:1 Career guidance interviews with Prospects careers 
adviser

• Post-16 options assembly

• Drop-in sessions every lunch and break in Careers 
Centre. Open 8.45am-3.30pm Mon-Fri.  E-Mail 
careers@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk

• College open days and Apprenticeship and training 
vacancies advertised to students on student message 
board



Next steps

• Think of at least two post-16 routes

• Attend open days

• Complete applications by deadlines

• Accept offers

• GCSE results day in August - Make final decision on the 
course and institution you wish to study at 

• Day after GCSE results – 6th Form Enrolment



The future is created by 
what we do today, not 

tomorrow.


