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17/07/2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 
Welcoming Year 7 September 2020  
 
Following my most recent letter outlining the arrangements for your son/daughter’s first day with us at 
Nower Hill, I write providing further detail about the start of year preparations. Ms Voden, Headteacher, 
will also share our whole school arrangements for students returning to school safely in September and 
the provisions we are putting in place. This information is enclosed alongside this letter. We are all very 
much looking forward to welcoming our new Year 7 to the Nower Hill community. 
 
Following the Virtual Information we recently provided, we hope that this offered your children the 
opportunity to familiarise themselves with the school and key staff and also gave them the time to look at 
subject specific activities. We also hope that you found the time to listen to all the staff speeches, which 
contained useful information about the school in preparation for September. As previously mentioned, the 
Year 7 Coordinators, Mrs Sahadow and Mr Latif are available to be contacted on 
blue@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk should you have any further queries before September; we are here to 
help. We would also like to thank you for the lovely feedback provided about our Virtual Taster Day.  A 
small sample of the feedback is below:  
 
‘Thank you for all the information, I have really enjoyed this Virtual Taster Day.’ 
‘This school looks like a lot of fun and has a lot of clubs that I would like to attend'. 
‘Thank you very much for all your effort in putting together the Virtual Taster Day online during these 
challenging times.’ 
'I loved the school tour!' 
'There are so many subjects, I can't wait to get started in September'. 
‘Thank you so much for giving me and everyone else the chance to take part in this amazing virtual taster 
day, it has been great pleasure to take part in!’ 
 
We also received a few questions as part of the Year 6 evaluation and we take the opportunity to share the 
responses to these with you: 
 

 Where can I find out who is my Form Tutor before the end of term? 

If you revisit the Virtual Information page, you will now find a quick ‘hello’ from each of the Year 7 Form 
Tutors; this information is clearly labelled on the page. Alongside this, you will also find an introduction 
from Mr Latif, the other Year Coordinator joining Mrs Sahadow in the leadership of the Year Group. 

 

 How much homework is there? 

Homework is set according to a rota in Years 7 and 8. Each week 6-8 pieces of homework are set, each 
consisting of 30 minutes’ work. The weekly total of homework is 4-5 hours and more information will be 
provided about homework when you join in September. We don’t set homework for the first week 
however for Year 7, to allow you to settle in and acclimatise to the demands of secondary school. 

 

 Will there be specific times for a lesson? 
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Yes, there are specific timings for lessons and there are six periods a day. You will be given a timetable 
on your first day, Friday 4th September, so that you know which lessons you have each week. Remember 
to wear a watch to school to help you keep track of time throughout the day. 

 Where do you have a detention? 

Detentions are served with a member of staff within a faculty area. For example, if an English detention 
was set, you would spend time in one of the English teaching rooms with either the class teacher or the 
Curriculum Leader. All detentions are recorded in student diaries so that you can remember the day and 
time. Often detentions are served at break, lunch or after school. That said, it is very rare for Year 7s to 
get detentions as they are usually model students! 

 How many students are there in each Tutor Group? 

There are 27 students in each Tutor Group. 

 Are we allowed to wear a digital watch? 

Yes, digital watches are acceptable and we encourage everyone to wear a watch to ensure that they 
arrive to lessons on time. We do not, however, permit the use of smart watches in school. 

When your children arrive on Friday 4th September, their first day will be spent enjoying the luxury of 
having the school to themselves without the presence of the older year groups. For the duration of this 
day, they will spend time getting to know their Form Tutor and peers in their class. Several activities will 
be planned to encourage socialisation and to give them the opportunity to start forming friendships. It was 
also our intention to invite you in for the New Year 7 Parents and Carers’ Welcome Evening on the 8th (N 
side) and 9th September (H side) and for the Informal Tour on Friday 11th September. Unfortunately, The 
Department for Education guidelines are clear regarding not permitting visitors onto our school site; this is 
not advised as safe practice. We shall therefore continue to keep the safety of our school community as 
our main priority and consequently we shall look to offer you the Welcome Evening in a revised virtual 
format. We shall write to you in early September with the arrangements for this (in case of any further 
changes), so that you still receive all the necessary information at the start of the year, as well as ‘meeting’ 
your child’s Form Tutor and key members of the Senior Leadership Team. We will then look forward to 
rescheduling the Informal Tour, which can hopefully take place towards the end of the Autumn Term when 
restrictions are eased further. 
 
As we approach the summer break, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for your support, 
positivity and good will over the last few months. It has been lovely to meet so many of you when you came 
to school recently to collect your child’s Welcome Pack. We appreciate the start of your child’s transition 
has not been ideal in the circumstances, but we shall remain optimistic and work together to ensure the 
start of September is a hugely enjoyable experience for them. 
 

Wishing you all a healthy and happy summer holiday. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
Fiona Ward       
Assistant Headteacher  
Student Support, KS3 


