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IMPORTANT DATES 2019-2020 

Tuesday 1st October 2019: Applications for 6th form open 
 
Thursday 10th October 2019: 6th Form Open Evening 
This is an evening for students, parents and carers and is open to anyone considering applying for the Sixth 
Form at Nower Hill High School.Representatives from local colleges will be present alongside our Career’s 
Adviser. 6th Form prospectuses will be issued to students on the night.   
 

Tuesday 15th October 2019: Tracking Point A closes 
Teachers are tracking student progress at this time and writing tracking reports to be sent home. 
 

Monday 4th November – Friday 15th November 2019: Senior Leadership Team 1:1 
Guidance Meetings.  
 

Students intending to study in the 6th Form must have completed their online options form prior to 4th November 
ready to be discussed during these 1:1 guidance meetings with our Senior Leadership Team. A 5-minute 
appointment time will be given to all students to discuss their post-16 plans, their tracking data and their 6th Form 
options form. 
 

Thursday 7th November 2019: Careers Fair 
Students will meet employers and representatives from Further Education colleges and Universities to find out 
about the courses on offer to them at various levels, including Apprenticeships. 

 

Monday 11th November 2019: Revision only homework begins. 
 
Wednesday 4th - Thursday 19th December: Year 11 Mock Examinations  
Mock examinations will take a similar format to the GCSE examinations to prepare students for the coming months. 
Students will be granted study leave during these examinations, starting Monday 4 th December. A quiet area of 
study will be provided for students who would prefer to work at school between their exams. 

 
Monday 13th January 2020: Tracking Point B closes 
Teachers are tracking student progress at this time and writing tracking reports to be sent home. 

 

Thursday 23rd January 2020: Mock examinations results day 
At the end of the day, students will be provided with all of their mock examinations results.  

 
Friday 24th – Friday 31st January 2020: Senior Leadership Team 1:1 Guidance Meetings  
Students have a second meeting with a member of the Senior Leadership Team to discuss the 6th Form options 
form and Further Education. 
 

Thursday 30th January 2020: Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 
Parents/carers will have the opportunity to discuss the progress of their child with subject teachers. 

 
Friday 14th February 2020: Year 11 Valentine’s Ball 
A Nower Hill tradition to reward the hard work of students. 

 

Tuesday 3rd March 2020: Tracking Point C closes 
Teachers are tracking student progress at this time and writing tracking reports to be sent home. 

 
Thursday 7th May 2020: Students’ Final day in school prior to study leave 
Year 11 Leavers’ assembly in the afternoon. 

 
Monday 11th May 2020: Start of GCSE examinations 
Thursday 18th June 2020: End of GCSE examinations 
 
Friday 19th June 2020: New Year 12 Taster Day for Nower Hill Sixth Form 
 
Thursday 21st August 2020: GCSE Results 
Students collect their results in the 6th Form common room 
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Friday 22nd August 2020: 6th Form enrolment 
It is essential that all students enrol on the A level courses they would like to study on this day.  
Please ensure your child is not on holiday on this date. 
REVISION INFORMATION 
 
There are many revision websites and programmes available for your child to use, including: 
 
GCSEpod offers a wealth of short revision clips in nearly all GCSE subjects 
 
BBC Bitesize offers subject revision programmes, broadcast early in the morning, which are 
well worth recording.   This tends to be in the Spring months.  Check the BBC Bitesize 
website for details and for revision materials: https:www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ 
 
There are subject-specific revision resources on the Student G-Suite section of the school 
website. 
 
 
NOT SURE WHICH A-LEVELS TO CHOOSE? 
 

 Read the icould.com article with helpful tips and links to other useful websites and 
articles:  
 

https://icould.com/article/choosing-a-level-subjects-five-points-to-consider/ 
 

 To find a suitable Higher Education course, refer to UK Course Finder: 
 
https://www.ukcoursefinder.com/ 
 

 For Apprenticeships from Intermediate to Higher/Degree level, visit the .gov.uk 
website: 

 
www.getingofar.gov.uk 
 
 

Revision Tips for Year 11 Students 

https://icould.com/article/choosing-a-level-subjects-five-points-to-consider/
https://www.ukcoursefinder.com/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
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Preparing to revise 

To minimise any wasted time, it is essential that you are prepared for your revision. 

1. Make a revision timetable 
A revision timetable for the mock examinations has been provided at the end of this 

booklet. 

 

2. Check you have all of your supplies 
 Pens 

 Pencils 

 Paper, notebook, flash cards 

 Calculator 

 Pencil sharpener 

 Highlighter 

 Folders/school books 

 Dictionary 

 Drinks 

 Snacks 

 Computer (optional) 
 

3. Think about where you will revise. 

You should ideally find a quiet place free from any distractions. Look around the location 

you have chosen and ask yourself: 

 Do I have sufficient space to spread my work out? 

 Is it quiet? 

 Is there a TV or radio in the room that will distract me? 

 Will I get interrupted? 
 

4. Subject books 
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Get as many subject/revision books as possible. Different books will present information 

in different ways which may make it easier for you to learn. Also, get out your work book 

from school and some paper for notes. 

5. Topic syllabus 

Each subject will have a topic syllabus that shows what you should know for every topic. 

Use the topic syllabus to check what you already know and what you need to revise. 

6. Exam questions 

Get used to how the questions will be worded and marked by getting as many previous 

exam papers and mark schemes as possible. 

Revision techniques 

There are many ways you can revise; you have to find a method that works BEST for you. 

1. Read through notes and use a highlighter pen to show the main points. 

2. Keep re-writing the main points of a topic until they are memorised. 

3. Use revision books; these will often already summarise the main points for a topic. 

4. Make a voice recording of the information and play it back over and over again. 

5. Go through exam questions using the text book and mark scheme. 

6. Go through exam questions under test conditions and then mark the exam. 

7. Use the scan “first method” for longer texts (quick read, read again and write main 

points, read over main points). 

8. If you are struggling to recall the main points in your notes then try reading them aloud 

over and over again, writing them out over and over again, putting them into a song, or 

anything else that works for you. 

9. Give someone else your notes/flash cards/revision book and get them to ask you 

questions about the main points.  

10. Make mind maps.  

A mind map is a diagram used to visually organise information about a single concept. A 

mind map should be a web-like structure of words and ideas that are linked to one 

another. Here are some guidelines for crafting a useful mind map. 

 List all the keywords linked to the concept. 

 Place that topic in the middle of a piece of plain paper. Ideally you want a 
pictogram or visual representation of the central topic.  

 Use single words or simple phrases to create subheadings which are linked to 
the main concept. 

 Continue branching from the subheadings, use links between different 
keywords/processes to create a rough mind map. 

 When you are finished mapping, carefully study the connections that you have 
made, check that you have not missed any key points. 

 Redraft using colours, images and single words or simple phrases.  
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Use mnemonics 

Take each of the initial letters of a list of items that you need to remember the order of. 

Now think of a memorable phrase in which the words with the same acronym as the 

material. 

 

 

11. Use study cards to write short condensed notes or questions with answers. Here are 
some guidelines for crafting useful study cards: 

 Use A6 size cards that you cannot see through if you write on them. 

 Write down any important sentences or keywords on your piece of card. 

 Write the answer or definition on the other side.  

 

 Make up several sets of such cards. You could colour code them for different 
subjects. 

 Increase the complexity for essay exams. If you are reviewing for an essay-based 
exam, make the information on the back side of the cards more complex, so that you 
can see the word (for example, "Romeo") and be able to recall several points 
showing his love for Juliet, several points showing the complexity of his character, 
advantages and disadvantages of Shakespeare's portrayal of him, what the moral is, 
etc. 

 Test yourself. When you have made multiple cards, it's time to test yourself. Here's 
how you do it: 

o Pick up the first card and read the key words / phrase; 
o Try to recall as much of the information as you can; 
o Flip over the card and see if you got the answer(s) right; 
o If you're happy you got the information right, put that card on the 'right' pile. If 

you got the information wrong or incomplete, put it on the 'wrong' pile; 
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o Take the cards in the ‘wrong pile’ and repeat the process, hopefully the 
numbers of cards in this pile should decrease each time. 

How to revise 

You now have all of the resources you need and are ready to revise in a quiet, distraction 

free environment. It is important to remember the following points when revising: 

1. Take short breaks between revising. You shouldn't work for more than an hour 
without a break, but keep breaks to a maximum of 20 minutes. Use the break to  
refresh yourself with a wash or a drink, and do something completely different.  
 

2. Give your mobile phone to someone else and ask them to only return it to you after 
the agreed period of revision, no longer than one hour. This will prevent it from 
becoming a distraction and you can use it to reward yourself during your break. 
 

3. Only use a computer if it is essential. The internet is an excellent source of 
information but it also contains a large number of distractions. 
 

4. If you find yourself stumped, write down exactly what you find difficult and ask 
someone reliable, such as a teacher, for help. If you're strapped for time, you may 
want to search on the internet, but it may help to limit yourself as you can easily get 
distracted by other things on the internet such as social networking websites. 
 

5. You don't have to revise around the clock. Make sure you revise without distraction 
for at least a few hours a day without forgetting to socialise and relax. Study different 
subjects on different days and don't stick to one area!  
 

6. Having noise in the background does not help your context dependent memory; this 
means that if you do your revision in a similar environment to when you are doing the 
test it will be easier for you to recall information. 

The day of the exam 

 Ensure that your school bag is packed and your uniform is ready before you go to bed. 

 A good night’s sleep is essential, remove any distractions from the bedroom. 

 Have breakfast before coming into school and bring water for during the day. 

 Allow plenty of time to get to school.  

 If you are late or unable to attend then phone the school as soon as possible. If you are 
ill, you will need to get a medical certificate on the day. 

 Try to not to dwell on exams once they have finished, there is nothing you can do and 
you need to focus on future examinations. 

 

What can parents/carers do? 

The best way to support your child during the stress of revision and exams is to ensure they are fully 

prepared. Check they have all the resources they need, including revision books and stationery. Help 

them to organise their revision timetable and set aside a place where they can revise in a quiet, 

distraction free environment. Try not to book any appointments during the school day and holidays 

should be booked after all exams have finished. 

It is important to make home life as calm and pleasant as possible. It helps if other members of the 

household are aware that your child may be under pressure and that allowances should be made for 

this. If your child is given study leave in the run-up to exams, try to be at home as much as possible 

so that you can share a break and a chat together. 

Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge and try to provide good, nutritious food at 

regular intervals. Encourage your child to join family meals, even if it's a busy revision day - it's 

important to have a change of scene and get away from the books and computer for a while. Also 
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encourage your child to take regular exercise. A brisk walk around the block can help clear the mind 

before the next revision session. 

Try not to nag or make too many demands on your child during exam time. Arguments are counter-

productive and will only add unnecessary stress and distract from revision. It's important to get a good 

night's sleep before an exam, so discourage your child from staying up late to ‘cram’. And make sure 

he or she eats a good breakfast on the morning of the exam. 

Some children are 'bribed' to do well in exams and are offered cash or gifts to achieve good grades. 

But bribery is not a good idea as it implies that the only worthwhile reward for hard work is money and 

that you don’t trust your child to work hard. Negative messages like these will affect your child’s sense 

of self-worth. 

Encourage your child to do well for his or her own sake rather than for money or to please you. 

Explain that exams aren't an end in themselves but a gateway to the next stage of life - to another 

Key Stage or to GCSEs, A levels, university, college or work. Good results are themselves the best 

reward for hard work and will make your child proud of his or her achievements. 

Make sure your child knows you are interested in their work and that you will be proud if they do well, 

while trying not to compare them to other children. Ask your child about what they are learning and go 

through school notes with your child or listen while they revise a topic.  Although bribery isn't 

advisable, it is fine to provide small treats by way of encouragement - perhaps a piece of cake or 

some biscuits after a chunk of revision has been completed. The end of exams can be celebrated with 

a treat that everyone can look forward to, such as a meal out or a trip to the cinema. Reinforce with 

your child that you will be proud of them for the effort they make, regardless of exam outcomes. 


