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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Welcoming Year 7 September 2021 
 

Following my most recent letter outlining the arrangements for your son/daughter’s first day with us at Nower 
Hill, I write providing further detail about the start of year preparations.  We are all very much looking forward 
to welcoming our new Year 7 to the Nower Hill community. 
 
Following the Virtual Information we recently provided, we hope that this offered your children the opportunity 
to familiarise themselves with the school and key staff and also gave them the time to look at subject specific 
activities. We also hope that you found the time to listen to all the staff speeches, which contained useful 
information about the school in preparation for September. As previously mentioned, the Year 7 Co-ordinators, 
Mr Ahern and Mr Suthesh are available to be contacted on green@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk should you have 
any further queries before September; we are here to help. We would also like to thank you for the lovely 
feedback provided about our Virtual Taster Day.  A small sample of the feedback is below: 
 
‘This school looks like a lot of fun and has a lot of clubs that I would like to attend'. 
‘Thank you very much for all your effort in putting together the Virtual Taster Day online during these challenging 
times.’ 
'I loved the school tour!' 
'There are so many subjects, I can't wait to get started in September'. 
 
We also received a few questions as part of the Year 6 evaluation and we take the opportunity to share the 
responses to these with you: 
 
Where can I find out who is my Form Tutor before the end of term? 
If you revisit the Virtual Information page, you will now find a quick ‘hello’ from each of the Year 7 Form Tutors; 
this information is clearly labelled on the page. Your Form Tutor is also named on the front of your child’s 
Welcome Pack. 
 
How much homework is there? 
Homework is set according to a rota in Year 7. Each week 6-8 pieces of homework are set, each consisting of 30 
minutes’ work. The weekly total of homework is 4-5 hours and more information will be provided about 
homework when you join in September. We don’t set homework for the first week however for Year 7, to allow 
you to settle in and acclimatise to the demands of secondary school. 
 
Will there be specific times for a lesson? 
Yes, there are specific timings for lessons and there will be three double lessons in a day.  You will be given a 
timetable on your first day, so that you know which lessons you have each week. Remember to wear a watch to 
school to help you keep track of time throughout the day. 
 
Where do you have a detention? 
Detentions are served with a member of staff within a faculty area. For example, if an English detention was set, 
you would spend time in one of the English teaching rooms with either the class teacher or the Curriculum 
Leader. All detentions are recorded in student diaries so that you can remember the day and time. Often 
detentions are served at break, lunch or after school. That said, it is very rare for Year 7s to get detentions as 
they are usually model students! 
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How many students are there in each Tutor Group? 
There are 27 students in each Tutor Group. 
 
Are we allowed to wear a digital watch? 
Yes, digital watches are acceptable and we encourage everyone to wear a watch to ensure that they arrive to 
lessons on time. We do not, however, permit the use of smart watches in school. 
 
 

Year 7 – First day 
 
The DfE has decided that we need to return to on-site testing at the start of next term. All students will be 
expected to come into school to complete 2 supervised lateral flow tests 3 days apart, before starting their 
lessons. We will therefore begin testing on Thursday 2nd September, prioritising our new Year 7s. I am sure you 
will understand that this is not the welcome we wished to offer our newest cohort, but unfortunately matters 
are out of our hands and the safety of the school community must come first.  Information about the testing 
procedures can be found attached but below we have detailed the arrangements of the testing process over the 
first few days and how we will continue to welcome your child to Nower Hill. 
 
Thursday 2nd September 2021 (students in school for testing only) 
 
From 9.10 a.m. Students arrive at their allocated time via the designated entrance as detailed below.  

Students will be greeted by their Form Tutor and Teaching Assistant and will be 
supported through their first round of testing.  Please note that your child will not be 
expected to wear school uniform for their short visit to test. We request that students 
attending wear a mask for the testing, and we will have spares available for anyone 
who may forget. Students will be escorted back to their designated exit for dismissal 
at the times indicated below; 

 

Tutor Group Arrival Time Arrival entrance/exit Testing finish time (approx..) 

7BN, 7FN, 7GN, 7KN 9.10am George V Pupil Entrance 10.30am    

7NN, 7SN 10.00am George V Pupil Entrance 11.00am    

7BH, 7FH 10.00am Pinner Road Entrance 11.00am     

7GH, 7KH, 7NH, 7SH 10.30am Pinner Road Entrance 11.30am     

 
For safeguarding reasons, please ensure your child is aware of their travel arrangements home on this 
morning, as they will be allowed to leave the school unaccompanied unless we are advised in advance. 
 
Monday 6th September 2021 (students are in school for testing and then complete their first day activities with their 

Form Tutor) 

 
From 9.10 a.m. Students arrive at their allocated time via the designated entrance as detailed below.  

Students will be greeted by their Form Tutor and Teaching Assistant and will be 
supported through their second round of testing. Please note that your child will be 
expected to wear school uniform on this day and should bring trainers for the break 
time activities. 

 

Tutor Group Arrival Time Arrival entrance/exit 

7BN, 7FN, 7GN, 7KN 9.10am George V Pupil Entrance 

7NN, 7SN 10.00am George V Pupil Entrance 

7BH, 7FH 10.00am Pinner Road Entrance 

7GH, 7KH, 7NH, 7SH 10.30am Pinner Road Entrance 

 



 

10.00-12.00 p.m.  Supervised break and ‘play time’ once testing is complete. 
 

Venue Example Activities Staffing 

All weather field Football / Rounders / Athletics 
Alternative games 

PE staff 
Form Tutors / KS4 Prefects 

Top Courts Basketball PE staff 

Playground Table Tennis PE staff 
 
 

12.00 – 12.45p.m.  Lunch. Students may use the lower playground, top courts and the All Weather Field. 
Activities will be available for them to participate in to aid social development 
amongst peers on this day.  Students are welcome to bring a packed lunch or £2.50 
to purchase a school lunch (menu is located within your pack).  It would be helpful if 
they were to have the correct amount of change, if at all possible. Students are also 
able to access their ParentPay account to debit money for their school lunch. 

 
 Students who do not attend in the morning for testing procedures will be expected 

to arrive to school at 12.35pm via the main reception entrance where they will be 
escorted to join the Year Group assembly in the hall and continue with the 
afternoon activities. 

 
 

12.45 – 1.15 p.m. Welcome talks in the hall by key members of pastoral staff. 
 
 Louise Voden, Headteacher 

Janine Sabbagh, Deputy Headteacher Student Support 
Fiona Ward, Assistant Headteacher Student Support KS3 
Richard Ahern and Joel Suthesh, Year 7 Year Co-ordinators 

 
 
1.15 – 3.15 p.m.  Pastoral time with their Form Tutor  
                  Introduction to their Form Base and Ice breaker Activities 
                  Tour of the school 
                        Literacy session and issue of timetables and home/school diaries. 
 
 

3.15 p.m.                  Students will be dismissed from both exits of the school; George V Avenue (N side 
students) and Pinner Road (H side students). This arrangement will be in place for the 
first week to help to facilitate any social distancing measures which may still be in 
place.  For safeguarding reasons, please ensure your child is aware of their travel 
arrangements home on this day, as they will be allowed to leave the school 
unaccompanied at 3.15pm. 

 
We politely request that if you are collecting your child from school, the footpaths at both exit points are not 
restricted to help ensure a safe and comfortable exit for everyone. Members of staff will also be present to help 
encourage social distancing as families leave the vicinity of the school.  Over the summer months, we encourage 
you to practice your child’s journey to and from school, ready for September and to discuss a safe and suitable 
meeting point if you are collecting them in the first few weeks.  Regardless of exit point from the school, please 
encourage your child to use the zebra crossing on Pinner Road if they are crossing the road. Please do impress 
upon your child the importance of using this on a daily basis when journeying to and from school, to ensure that 
they are safe when crossing the road. 
 
 
 



 

NORMAL TIMETABLE AND HOURS (from Tuesday 7th September 2021) 
 

SCHOOL HOURS: 8.40 a.m. - 3.15 p.m. 
 

Arrive at school by 8.40am via either the Pupil Entrance on George V Avenue or Pinner Road entrance 
          
8.45 - 9.10 a.m.  Registration/Assembly 
 

9.10 - 10.00 a.m.  Period 1 
 

10.00 - 10.50 a.m. Period 2 
 

10.50 - 11.10 a.m. BREAK  
 

11.10 - 12.00 p.m. Period 3 
 

12.00 - 12.50 p.m. Period 4 
 

12.50 - 1.35 p.m.  LUNCH (slightly earlier lunch in the first 2 weeks) 
 

1.35 - 2.25 p.m.  Period 5 
 

2.25 - 3.15 p.m.  Period 6 (slightly earlier finish of 3.10pm in the first week; exit points as advised   
    above) 
 
As we approach the summer break, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for your support, positivity 
and good will over the last few months. It has been lovely to meet so many of you when you came to school 
recently to collect your child’s Welcome Pack. We appreciate the start of your child’s transition has not been 
ideal in the circumstances, but we shall remain optimistic and work together to ensure the start of September 
is a hugely enjoyable experience for them. 
 
Wishing you all a healthy and happy summer holiday. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

Fiona Ward       
Assistant Headteacher  
Student Support, KS3 


