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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 7th May 2020 
 
I do hope that this finds you and your families still keeping well and enjoying the good weather. We 

understand that as the lockdown continues, it becomes more challenging to keep both ourselves and 

our families positive, and we thank you for all you are doing to support your children’s learning and 

well-being at home at this time. We are due a big announcement from the PM on Sunday evening, so 

hopefully we will have some further information then about when we can expect to get back to school. 

I know that for all of us here at Nower Hill, it can’t come soon enough, as long as it is safe for us all to 

do so, and I am sure you will feel the same way! 

Last week we started with some FAQs, but we are still getting a fair number of enquiries about similar 

issues, so I thought it would be useful to start this week’s communication with the same item, just in 

case you missed my letter last week: 

‘I can’t get access to show my homework or google classroom.’ 

Both platforms work best on google chrome and both will work best when the cache is cleared.  There 

have been only a few reports of widespread issues with access to show my homework and none to 

google classroom so it is usually due to isolated issues with logins or devices. 

If the show my homework app stops working – delete from the device and reinstall.  If you forget your 

parental log-ins please email homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk .  Online learning is always 

accessible from the public calendar which can be accessed through the school website from the quick 

links. 

If you are having issues with google classroom access – please ensure your child is using the school g-

suite username which is their usual username at school followed by @nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk and 

their usual password.  Please ensure that all personal gmail accounts are logged out from other 

browsers and if there are still issues please take a screenshot and email 

homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk . 

‘I am finding my child is receiving too much or too little work.’ 

Please use the show my homework comment feature to communicate with the member of staff and 

if there are more general issues with online learning please use the   

homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  email to communicate these to us and the feedback will be 

given to the appropriate staff.  
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Some parents, particularly those of younger children, have commented that they feel it is unhealthy 

for children to sit in front of a screen from 9am to 3pm without a break - we couldn’t agree more! It 

is not necessary for the children to complete the work during the ‘lesson times’ - they can do it at a 

time that suits them and the family and by all means take breaks to go outside and relax at break and 

lunchtimes. You will also hopefully find that PE, Art and technology work for example will give the 

children a break from the screen and allow them to be active and creative. Finally, as we have 

mentioned before, if your child has completed their 50 minutes of work, please ask them to submit 

the work they have completed to their teacher and let them know how long it took. We will await the 

PM’s announcement on Sunday and plan the next phase of our on-line learning from there, taking into 

account all the feedback we have kindly received from you. 

‘I can’t download any Microsoft office documents because I don’t have Microsoft office on my 

computer.’ 

Save the document into my drive on G-Suite and then open from there.  This is free and will enable 

you to view and edit the document. 

‘Will you be live streaming lessons?’ 

A few parents have enquired whether we will be offering virtual teaching in addition to the work being 

set each day. Please note that we will not be requiring our teachers to do this for a number of reasons.  

Firstly, our recent survey of parents and carers regarding home learning informed us that difficulties 

arise when children are expected to be on line at a certain time, due to the number of people in the 

family working from home and not everyone having their own device. There is also clear evidence 

from international research completed since school closures that live streaming of lessons only further 

disadvantages children from lower income households, who are unlikely to have their own device; 

clearly we do not wish to support anything which will further widen the gap between disadvantaged 

children and their non-disadvantaged peers.  Additionally, we are mindful of the pressure a number 

of our staff are under with having to manage setting and responding to work from home, alongside 

home schooling their own children. Safeguarding experts also advise against live streaming of lessons 

from teachers’ homes, which we totally agree with.  

Finally, the teaching unions have been very clear that teachers should not be expected to virtually 

teach, so this is not something that we will instruct our staff to do. As important as it is for us to look 

after the welfare of our students, I am sure you will agree that it is equally important to look after our 

staff - we want them back after the lockdown fit, healthy and eager to get back to work and help the 

students to catch up with any missed learning!  

In considering the additional layers of stress which streaming live lessons therefore places upon our 

families and staff at this difficult time for us all, I hope you understand that we will not routinely be 

offering this provision. 

 



 

Welcoming our newest families 

This week we have enjoyed speaking with some of our newest families joining us in September. The 

senior team along with the Year 11 Coordinators have been making phone calls to each family. We 

shall continue to do this over the coming weeks to extend our warm welcome and to find out more 

information about our newest cohort joining in September. It has been lovely to hear that so many 

Year 6s are excited about their transition to secondary school and are very much looking forward to 

joining the Nower Hill family. 

Excellent work  

Having featured some outstanding student work in the last two newsletters, we have had so many 

teachers eager to show off their children’s work that we have decided to set up a gallery of excellent 

work on the school website to share with you what the children have been doing during home 

learning: https://www.nowerhill.org.uk/383/news/cat/7/sharing-excellence I think you will agree that 

the talents of our children are hugely impressive. Just in case you don’t find your way there 

immediately, let me tempt you with a poem from Yasmine Hossaini in Year 7. Students were asked to 

write their own identity poem. It could be long or short and had to represent their identity in some 

way. I think that you will agree that it is hard to believe that a child of only 12 years has written such 

a moving, empathetic and beautiful poem. I was honestly left speechless; please enjoy reading it here: 

My People 

Oh where are my people 
Who hide behind mountains’ 
Fearing the loss of their lives 
and the destruction of their homes 
 

Oh where are my people 
Who smiled in tears of joy not terror 
Those who laughed in the face of fear  
And were not kept in clutches of others 
 

Oh where are my people 
Who put peace and justice  
Before violence and weapons 
And only feared God 
 

Oh where are my people 
Who loved me dearly 
But now when I call their names  
They are nowhere to be seen 
 

Oh where are my people 
As I look around 
Lying flat face on the ground 
Not sleeping but dead 
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Oh where are my people 
As I turn around I discover more  
Breathless and covered in blood 
And tears roll down my cheeks 
 
My people are half extinct  
And taken by war and greed 
My people are not treated like the humans they are 
But killed like the animals they are seen 
 
As I turn around to see who has done this 
A bullet digs into my shoulder 
Not by a foreigner or a stranger 
But by the face of my own blood and flesh  
 

New virtual cyber initiative for teenagers 

The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport has announced an online initiative that aims to 

inspire school pupils to work in the cyber security sector through a range of extracurricular activities 

including online classes. This provides the opportunity to learn and develop the important skills 

required for future jobs in areas like cyber security from home. Full details of this announcement and 

the resources available can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-virtual-

cyber-school-gives-teens-chance-to-try-out-as-cyber-security-agents-from-home 

 

Daily reminders for students 

We do appreciate you reminding your children to check the Whole School Noticeboard every day, as 

well as their own Year Group Noticeboard.  They are able to access this from the Student Landing Page 

on the Google Suite.  Not only is there a daily message from the Student Support Team, but there are 

also other wonderful opportunities for the children to engage in.  Ms Issa is sharing a weekly Personal 

Development Topic which can be discussed at home rather than at school, and Mr Mason has shared 

some exquisite "Nature Notes" from the Geography Department, showcasing some beautiful 

photographs and links to watch.   In addition, we are very excited about the Nower Hill Great Rainbow 

Bake Off, details below!  Ms Oliver has shared details on the Whole School Noticeboard, and students 

are able to participate and show their appreciation of the NHS and Key Workers by uploading 

photographs and details of their entries on the new NHHS Foodies Page, which they can also access 

from the Student Landing Page.  There are many other suggestions and opportunities for students on 

the noticeboard, ranging from watching live osprey nests with eggs, to nominating a peer for the Jack 

Petchey Award.  We do hope that this helps the children to stay "in touch" with us and with school.   
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The Nower Hill Great Rainbow Bake Off  

 

Please do encourage your children to get involved with the Nower Hill Great Rainbow Bake Off to 

show our support to the NHS and keyworkers. It can be a sweet or savoury, bake or dish, using natural 

food colours or dyes. Get creative and show off your skills! The winner will be chosen on Friday 29th 

May and will receive a prize! To enter you will need to submit a photo of your bake/dish on the NHHS 

Foodies page found on the Student landing page by Thursday 28th May. Make sure you add your name 

and form to the slide. 

Bank Holiday  

 

A reminder that tomorrow is a bank holiday; no work will be set and we will not expect students to 

complete any learning. Please enjoy the VE Day celebrations in whatever way you can! May I close by 

once again thanking you for all your support during the school closure. As always, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch if you feel there is anything else we can do that would help to make this 

difficult time a little easier. 

With best wishes from us all at Nower Hill for the Bank Holiday weekend and do stay well. 

 

 
LOUISE VODEN 
Headteacher 


