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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 5th June 2020 
 
I hope this finds you well and trust that you all enjoyed a good half term break. We may not have been able 

to go far afield, but the weather was certainly beautiful and I am sure you welcomed the opportunity of a 

slight relaxation in the lockdown rules. As we move into the final half term of the academic year, we look 

forward to being able to welcome back some children to school for some face to face contact, more of 

which later. In the meantime, we are very pleased that the children appear to have been enjoying the 

developments in their on-line lessons.  It has been wonderful to receive such positive feedback from 

students in response to the changes we have made, specifically the increase of recorded explanations and 

demonstrations to support their learning. May I also just take this opportunity to clarify that KS4 and KS5 

students will now be receiving the instructions for the whole week’s learning on the first day that they 

would be taught in the week.  This not only allows them to plan their time more effectively for one subject 

and facilitates extended projects for some subjects, but also staggers the workload across the week. We 

hope this will be a welcome development for the students.  

Expanding provision for Years 10 and 12 

Subject to the risk assessment being approved by the Governing Body, we are planning to expand provision 

for Years 10 and 12 from the week commencing 15th June. At present, we are proposing that students meet 

with their Form tutor during the first week, with lessons commencing the following week (w/c 22/6/20). All 

students will have some teaching before the summer holidays on a rota basis, so that government 

guidelines can be adhered to with regard to no more than 25% of the year group being in at any one time 

and observation of social distancing. I will be writing to you next week with detailed guidance; please look 

out for this correspondence and the accompanying individualised timetable for your child and in the 

meantime, thank you for your patience. 

 
Student survey 

We invited all students to complete a survey during the last week prior to the half term break.  We were 

pleased with a large number of responses from all year groups invited to participate.  On the whole, 

students indicated that the majority were coping well with working from home, whilst finding that they 

were being set a lot of work.  As mentioned previously, we have addressed this by adding more variety to 

types of work set, and reducing the required time for work completion to 40 minutes rather than 50 for 

Year 7 and 8 students.  We do appreciate parents and carers reminding students again that they should 

focus on their subject task for the lesson duration and submitting the work that they have completed rather 

than spending many hours on a task, causing them increased anxiety.   

With regard to the Student Survey, we have published three slides on the student Google noticeboard so 

that the children have feedback relating to the points they raised with us.  Interestingly, when asked what 

they were finding most challenging, the majority of responses indicated that they were missing the face to 

face time with their friends every day.  We acknowledge this challenge, which is not easy to resolve.   



 

In terms of student wellbeing, those who are engaging with the daily messages from the Student 
Support Team as a form of registration, plus participating in the many challenges and competitions 
shared throughout the school closure period, tend to be the students who are doing the best 
emotionally.  In conversations staff are having with students, we are encouraging them to remain in 
contact with their friends, either through social media, or face to face if they are permitted to by their 
families, and of course, whilst respecting the social distancing guidelines.  In our planning for 
expansion to school provision, planning for student wellbeing is one of our key priorities, and we will 
be sharing more regarding this in due course.   
 
Updated DfE guidance for parents and carers on closure of educational settings 
Please see below for the latest guidance from the DfE on the closure of educational settings. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-

and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 

Nower Hill Rainbow Bake Off 

The Nower Hill Rainbow Bake Off was a great success. Miss Oliver was overwhelmed with the amount of 

effort those who entered went to. We had rainbow creations sent in from both KS3 and KS4 showing their 

support and thanks to our brilliant NHS and Key workers. Leah Loveday in 10KH was crowned as our very 

first Rainbow Bake Off winner, with a beautiful rainbow cake and rainbow biscuits. Closely followed by 

Oliwier Wronski (8FH) in second and Sashi Parmer (7FH) in third place.  Please do take a moment to have a 

look at all the wonderful creations and lovely messages of thanks on the NHHS Foodies page: 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XPlweRQzgkWjOJudu_t2Su_FuhmPoqOhnXeLDoJFvI0/edit#slid

e=id.p 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leah Loveday 10KH 
 
 

Outstanding work 

This week, I am delighted to share with you at the end of this letter the work of Year 7 student Sofia Unwin, 

a passionate piece of writing in response to the recent events in the US and around the world protesting 

the injustice and racism that some black communities face. Before the lockdown, all of Year 7 learned about 

human rights and its importance, with a focus on the concepts of fairness and equality. We are very proud 

that Sofia, with the support of her parents, was able to articulate herself so well and speak up about 

injustice and racism. Well done Sofia. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XPlweRQzgkWjOJudu_t2Su_FuhmPoqOhnXeLDoJFvI0/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XPlweRQzgkWjOJudu_t2Su_FuhmPoqOhnXeLDoJFvI0/edit#slide=id.p


 

Careers: My Week of Work 

The Careers and Enterprise Company have organised a week of free on-line learning about the world of 

work, specifically for students in Years 9 and 10.  This is an excellent opportunity for students to gain insight 

into different industries, hear from employers and learn about their businesses and complete virtual work 

tasks.  There will be some on-line lessons that can be accessed by students at any time, but also some live 

Q&A videos with employers, that can only be accessed at specific times from 9th -12th June.  Full details 

about My Week of Work, together with links to access the sessions, have been sent via InTouch this week 

to all parents of students in Years 9 and 10.   Participation in My Week of Work is entirely optional for 

students and does not in any way replace the on-line learning that is being set by school and which is 

compulsory for students to complete. 

 

Year 11 students who have applied to start college in September 

Preparatory work for courses at Harrow, Uxbridge and Stanmore Colleges that will be starting in September 

are now available for students on the Year 11 Student Home Page under the section "Off to College in 

September".  This work is compulsory for students to complete before they start their college courses in 

the autumn term.  Please note that West Herts College does not have any preparatory work for students at 

the moment.   Harrow and Uxbridge Colleges are holding virtual open days for students in the first two 

weeks of June and students can sign up for as many subjects as they wish.  To view the schedule and to 

register please click on www.uxbridgecollege.ac.uk/opendays or www.harrow.ac.uk/opendays.  Students 

can still apply for courses at local colleges via the college websites, if they are not intending to join the 

school 6th Form.    

 

Prospects webinar for Year 11-13 students 

Prospects are organising a live webinar on 11th June at 3pm for students in Years 11-13 to find out more 

about the Careers Service in Harrow and about a youth advisory group that will be set up by Prospects, so 

young people can have a say in how careers services are provided in the local area. For more information 

and to register for the webinar please click on https://bit.ly/36Oyv4B . 

 

Trip Refunds  

We are still working hard at claiming monies back from the insurance company to refund parents for trips 

that were due to take place this term. We will contact parents once the refunds have been made. 

 

I end with my usual thanks for all of your kind support of the school and my best wishes to you and your 
families for the weekend. As always, if we can help you with any queries at all, please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 

LOUISE VODEN 

Headteacher 

 

http://www.uxbridgecollege.ac.uk/opendays
http://www.harrow.ac.uk/opendays
https://bit.ly/36Oyv4B


 

Black Lives Matter by Sofia Unwin 7KN 
 

I grew up seeing people as people, teachers as teachers and children as children. I saw people as 
my equals, as I’m sure every child did. We all judged people as it’s just in the human nature, but no 
child judged someone by their race, eye colour or hair colour. For we are all defined not solely by 
our appearance but by our words and our actions. As a child our differences are what make us who 
we are, not what set us apart. Racism is not and should not be part of a child’s life so why make it 
that way, when they are our future. We all say that we want to make the world a better place but 
how can we do that when we are teaching our children ways to do the exact opposite? So just take 
a minute to stop and think, just to listen, to really listen to what is being said. 

 
Black lives matter. 

 
There are people out there saying that we live in a world full of equality but how can they say that 
when there are people having to fight for the right to live just because of their race. People like 
Martin Luther King and Malcolm X fought their whole lives for black rights but we should not look 
at what they have done and say that now everything is ok. We should all look at what they have 
done and be inspired to do more. It’s no good looking in the past and thinking about what we could 
have done when the thing that is in most danger is our future. We will not be finished fighting until 
racism is something that every person looks down upon. We shall not stop until racism is abolished. 

Saying you’re not racist isn’t enough. Having friends who are black doesn’t mean you’ve done 
enough. It’s not just about not being racist and having black friends; it’s about sticking by them and 
helping them gain the equality they deserve. Don’t just do one thing and then think that you’ve 
done your part, everyone can always do more. So don’t stop until racism stops. 

 
I know I have no right to say that I understand what black people have been through. It’s about 
showing you care and trying to help whether you understand or not. But try and empathize with 
the black community and just try to understand what they are going through. You shouldn’t need 
a reason to care about someone; you shouldn’t need to understand what they are going through 
to care. You should care about them because you want to. 

 
Although some of us may have become closer during this event, it’s unfortunate to think that it 
took something like this to bring us together. It should just be something that comes naturally. We 
should all have that respect for each other that every person out there deserves. I feel ashamed to 
say that it’s taken someone to die for the majority of us to come together and realize how bad 
racism has become. 

 
I agree that everyone should fight for what they believe in but it should not be for the right for 
equality and fairness. It should be for ideas to improve our world that are actually listened to and 
taken into consideration, not dealt with and then forgotten. Every single person out there has the 
right to have a peaceful life, every single one. I know that people like me have so many privileges, 
a lot more than we need. The problem is that not everyone has these privileges but it’s not just 
that, it’s that a lot of those people don’t even deserve it. There are people out there who work 
harder than any of us ever have, and what do they get? An insult for being who they are and 
having an opinion. So I ask you not to take advantage of the privileges you have but to use them 
to help the people who need our support. 



 

 
I can’t breathe. I can’t breathe. I can’t breathe. 

 
George Floyd said I can’t breathe several times and yet the police continued to push him down 
against the floor. For a white person it means stop. For a black person it means stop. Why should 
someone’s race be what decides whether they live or die? It should not be that way. 

Everyone is innocent until proven guilty. 

 
Speeches and joining protests shouldn’t have to be something we do; racism shouldn’t be part 
of our lives. So what can you do? What can you do to stop people from having to do this? What 
can you do to make our world a better place? 

 
Black lives matter. 

 

 

 
 


