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Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 3rd July 2020  
 
July already - where did the school year go? I do hope that this week’s communication finds you and 
your families all safe and well. It has been another busy week at Nower Hill and it has been lovely to 
see more and more staff coming in and preparing for September. It has been a joy to hear music in 
the school once again, as the Music department and our talented students have been busy recording 
so that you can still enjoy our summer concert. We have also been very pleased to meet our newest 
Nower Hill families, as they have come in throughout the week to collect their information packs and 
summer reading books ready for a September start. Once again, our sincere thanks to parents and 
carers for encouraging their Year 10 and 12 children to attend lessons this week; the attendance has 
once again been super. Our usual thanks as well for keeping the children on track with their home 
learning and for enabling them to participate in live Q&A sessions as well, which have been a great 
success. 
 
Registration, assemblies and student wellbeing 

We urge parents and carers to continue to encourage and assure that students are checking the whole 

school noticeboard each day for their "registration" message and inspiration from the Student Support 

Team, as well as their Year group noticeboard.  Years 7-10 will have weekly assemblies recorded and 

uploaded on their assembly days on their Year group noticeboard, with important reminders and 

information.  In addition, the Student Wellbeing Page is constantly updated with helpful tips relating 

to wellbeing, and we encourage all students to revisit this at least weekly. 

 

Virtual Sports Day 

On Friday 26th June, the Sports Studies department hosted our first Virtual Sports Day. On this day 
students from all year groups had the opportunity to take part in 8 challenges to earn points for their 
House. The House with the most points would then be awarded the coveted Sports Day Trophy! The 
day was met with enthusiasm and excitement from students in all Year groups and the entries started 
to flood in. During the day we had over 1476 entries for the different challenges that were set. 
Highlights included: Shabazz travelling 377.65km; Franklin completing 1745 keepy-uppys; King 
completing 471 press-ups; Nightingale completing 359 burpees; Gandhi completing 723 sit-ups; and 
Bannister holding the plank for a combined time of 54 minutes and 19 seconds! We also had 94 
students who completed all of the 8 challenges set, earning their House bonus points. 
 
Huge congratulations to all of our students who took part in the day and thank you to everyone for 
engaging with the event in such a positive way. The day truly highlighted the strong community spirit 
that exists at Nower Hill. After calculating the total points, the final standings were as follows: 
 
1st  Franklin 34,850 points 
2nd Shabazz 34,650 points 
3rd Gandhi  33,350 points 
4th King  32,800 points 



 

5th Nightingale  32,600 points 
6th Bannister  20,600 points 
 
The safe use of technology during the ongoing pandemic 
In April this year we wrote to you about the safe use of technology during lockdown and referred to 
the government guidance that had been published to support this.  Recently, the government has 
published an update to this guidance to provide further advice to support parents and carers in 
keeping children safe online. A copy of this updated guidance may be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-
online?utm_source=b7f7afa2-831f-4e7f-ab12-
e1b27917d611&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily 

The main updates refer to two new applications that help keep children safe online. The first free app 
and website is called ‘Own It’ and has been developed by the BBC. The corresponding app also comes 
with a special keyboard which can intervene with help and support in the moments that children may 
need them the most. This app can be easily downloaded in both the Google Play Store and Apple App 
Store. 

The second app is called ‘SafeToNet’ and has been designed to help parents and carers safeguard their 
children from online risks like cyberbullying and sexting, whilst also respecting their child’s rights to 
privacy. Features include being able to see the times in the day when the highest risk messages are 
commonly sent, as well as providing a list of the top 5 apps used where safety levels could be 
improved. 

More information on both of these apps can be found on the websites below. If of course you do have 
any further questions or queries regarding anything related to online safety, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Mr Ford, our E-Safety Co-ordinator through the admin@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk address. 

https://www.bbc.com/ownit 

https://safetonet.com/foundation/covid/ 

Year 6 Virtual Taster Day 

Our first ever Year 6 Virtual Taster day took place on Wednesday 1st July.  Activities offered to the 

children included introductions from key members of staff, a virtual tour of the school, taster lesson 

information and activities from all subjects studied in Year 7, Literacy information, a photo gallery and 

an introduction to their Year group song.  We received a huge amount of positive feedback from 

students and parents who also had their own dedicated page of information ready for September.  A 

small sample of the feedback is below: 

‘Thank you for all the information, I have really enjoyed this Virtual Taster Day.’ 

‘This school looks like a lot of fun and has a lot of clubs that I would like to attend'. 

‘Thank you very much for all your effort in putting together the Virtual Taster Day online during these 

challenging times.’ 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online?utm_source=b7f7afa2-831f-4e7f-ab12-e1b27917d611&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
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'I loved the school tour!' 

'There are so many subjects, I can't wait to get started in September'.  

 

Google Meet Q&A sessions  

We have been introducing subject 'live sessions' using Google Meet over the last two weeks for our 

Year 7 to 9 students who have not yet had any face to face sessions at school.  In order to maximise 

the benefit that students derive from this provision, we sent out guidance on our expectations of 

students during these sessions earlier this week.  This can also be accessed through the whole school 

message board on the student landing page through student G-suite. We would be very grateful to 

parents and carers for reminding their children of these expectations prior to joining the sessions.  All 

sessions will be advertised on Show My Homework and parents can see these notifications by 

downloading the Show My Homework app to their devices.  If you require the pin code to access your 

child's account please email homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  with your child's full name and 

form. 

 

September onwards...  

I would like to close this week by looking ahead to September when according to guidance received 

from the DfE yesterday, we will all be back in school full time. We are delighted that we will be able 

to re-open to all of our students, whom we have missed very much. As you can imagine, we are 

currently ploughing through the guidance (and crossing our fingers that it does not change too many 

times before September!) and formulating plans for our safe return. Please be assured that we will 

communicate these plans fully to you as soon as we are in a position to do so.  

It is expected that all students will resume full attendance in September, but we understand that 

families will have had very different experiences of lockdown; some will have carried on as normal, 

but for others, they may not have been out of the house for the best part of 3 months, possibly 

experienced sickness or bereavement in the family and generally be feeling very anxious at the 

thought of their child returning to school. We understand this and despite the DfE’s stance on issuing 

sanctions for non-attendance, our approach would be as always to work with our families supportively 

rather than threatening financial penalties. To this effect, should you have any concerns at all about 

your child returning to school, please don’t hesitate to contact the Attendance Office at 

attendance@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk or your child’s Year Coordinator at the earliest opportunity so 

we can meet with you (virtually or in person) to address your concerns and offer support.  

 

Wishing you a restful weekend and as always, thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

LOUISE VODEN 

Headteacher 
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