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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 27th March 2020 
 
I do hope that this finds you well and coping with our enforced social isolation. I don’t think any of us 
imagined that we would ever find ourselves in this situation and it is not easy; however, I hope that 
like me, you have been inspired by the many wonderful stories of humanity that are emerging. We 
have to look for the positives where we can and practice the resilience that we speak so much with 
the children about: now is our turn to model it. 
 
Provision for vulnerable and key workers’ children 
The school has been pleased to remain open to our most vulnerable children and children of key 
workers. They have been fantastic, turning up smartly dressed every day and beavering away with 
their on-line learning. It’s been fun for the staff too, as we have rediscovered the joy of working with 
small groups of children, when we’re used to almost 2,000 of them daily. They have been amused at 
Ms Voden being their ‘waitress’ taking their lunch orders in the morning and amazed at her football 
skills at break time kick about too; growing up with older brothers certainly has its benefits!  
 
We hope that coming in to school has helped the children to maintain a sense of normality and 
purpose. We will be continuing this provision next week and would be pleased to accommodate any 
additional children of key workers who may be returning to employment at the recent request of the 
government. Please contact admin@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk with proof of your work ID if you wish 
to take advantage of this provision. 
 
On-line learning 
On-line learning on this scale has been a new experience for us all. We are very grateful to all of our 
parents and carers for your help in supporting your children in completing their remote learning whilst 
the school is closed.  We understand that this can be challenging, and we want to support you to make 
it as easy and stress free as possible.  I am sure you will appreciate that this is very much a learning 
process for us as much as the children, and we are working to try and improve the process for 
everyone. 
 
Teachers are setting work according to the school timetable each day.  We are encouraging students 
to complete the work set each day and where possible to do this following the school timetable.  We 
are giving this advice to try to provide structure for the students at this difficult time.  However, we 
are aware that sometimes this can be difficult to follow, for example due to demands on the family 
computer when both parents and children are working from home; as such, we will be increasing the 
length of time we give for children to complete the work.  We hope that this will give more flexibility 
and reduce any additional stress which may be being caused by deadlines. 
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We have really appreciated your constructive feedback so far and understand that some of the work 
that has been set for a lesson is taking the students much longer than 50 minutes.  Teachers are 
constantly reviewing what has been set and we are trying not to overburden the students.  If your 
child has spent more than 50 minutes on a piece of work for one lesson, please ask them to stop and 
just submit what they have produced with a note saying they have spent 50 minutes on the work.  This 
feedback will help teachers adjust what they are setting going forward. 
 
For some families it may be difficult to access online materials with a number of family members 
sharing computers and tablets.  Where possible, please encourage your child to do the work on paper, 
take a photo and submit via the ‘Show My Homework’ app on their phone.  If you and your child are 
unsure how to do this a video explaining the process can be found here: 
 
https://help.teamsatchel.com/en/articles/2912000-submitting-my-work-online 
 
If you have any difficulties, please do continue to get in touch using the following e-mail address and 
we will do our best to get back to you that day.  homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  
 
We will be issuing a short survey soon to seek your feedback, as we plan for continued online learning 
after the Easter break. We very much value your views and thank you in advance for taking the time 
to complete this. 
 
Daily Student Support Messages 
Each day, one of the Student Support Team will post a message for all students on the whole school 
message board on the students' landing page on Google suite.  The messages have a positive theme 
and some suggestions for discussions or activities, which are entirely optional.  However, we feel that 
a large number of our students and school community may enjoy these daily messages as a way of 
staying in touch. Please do encourage your child to access these messages first thing in the morning 
as if they were in registration, and do feel free to join in the activities with them if you have time! 
 
PeriOnline 
Nower Hill has a great tradition of musical education and more than ever at present, we wish that to 
continue. In order to support students' instrumental and vocal learning at home, we are creating a 
PeriOnline Learning section to the Music G Suite page.  Here, we will be placing supportive materials, 
warm-ups, theory worksheets, backing tracks and exercises for the students.  This is a work in progress 
and will continue to be updated.  So far, Vocal resources have been added and by the end of this week 
Drum Kit resources will also be available.  Harrow Music Service will also be providing lesson support 
for the other instruments and we will launch this in due course.  To access these materials, please go 
to Student G Suite - Arts - Music - PeriOnline Learning.   
 
Free School Meals 
Parents of children in receipt of a free school meal, will shortly receive an electronic Free School Meals 
voucher which can be used at a selection of supermarkets. You will be asked to select the supermarket 
of your choice from a list. The value of the voucher will be £23.50 which is for 10 days from Monday 
23rd March until Friday 3rd April. You will continue to receive two weekly electronic vouchers during 
term time until school resumes and we do hope that this will be helpful to the family budget. Parents 
of children in receipt of a free school meal who are still attending school during this time will continue 
to receive a free meal at school on each day of attendance. 
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Nower Hill News 
We look forward to publishing the half-termly edition of the Nower Hill News as usual next week; it 
will probably be a little thinner than usual, but we hope it will be a good reminder of all the good 
things that were going on in school before we were all stuck at home! Please look out for it in your 
inbox, and we would be very grateful if you would share it with your children too. 
 
GCSE and A Level grades 
Thank you to all parents and carers for your understanding and cooperation following my letter to you 
earlier this week about the cancellation of summer exams. We are promised further information from 
Ofqual next week and as soon as we hear, we will communicate with you. 
 
UCAS  
In relation to the UCAS process this year, we are delighted to let you know that every single one of 
our fantastic Year 13 students who applied to university has received at least one offer. We have 3 
students in Year 13 holding offers from Oxbridge this year and 4 students holding offers for Medicine. 
3 of the 4 medical students are holding offers from more than one university, which is an amazing 
achievement! Another of our students deserves huge congratulations for having been offered a place 
on a PWC sponsored degree programme at the University of Birmingham to study Computer Science 
with Digital Technology.  
 
In the absence of exams, we await to see how the confirmation and acceptance process will work this 
year, but we very much anticipate that as many of our students as possible will get into their firm or 
insurance choices of university, as they have done in previous years. Currently, we do not have any 
more information from UCAS or the exam boards regarding how grades will be awarded or to 
anticipate how 'results day' might look. We are monitoring the situation carefully and once we have 
more details; we will of course let you know. Rest assured we will do whatever we can to ensure that 
students are able to secure their places for 2020/21 at university. 
 
Finally, may I end by thanking all of you who have found the time to write in and express your thanks 
to the school for how we have dealt with matters during this very challenging time. Your messages 
really do make all the difference and we are ensuring that we share them with all colleagues in our 
weekly staff bulletin.  I won’t pretend it has been easy and sadly, there is no handbook to follow, but 
with the support of our wonderful school community, we seem to be muddling through. We are so 
grateful to our parents and carers for working with us to maintain the children’s learning, wellbeing 
and optimism for the future. As always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you feel there is 
anything else we can do as a school that would make this difficult time a little easier. 
 
With best wishes from us all at Nower Hill and please, stay well. 
 

 
 
LOUISE VODEN 
Headteacher 
 


