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Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 26th June 2020 

I hope our weekly communication finds you and your families safe, well and enjoying the beautiful 
weather; hopefully a welcome temperature drop and some rain for us weekend gardeners though! 

I would like to start by once again thanking parents and carers of students in Years 10 and 12 for 
encouraging their children to return to lessons this week. Although we have only been able to have 
25% of each Year group in each day, attendance has been fantastic and we have all enjoyed seeing 
the children back in school. Our student musicians have also been in to make socially distanced 
recordings for the summer concert; I can’t tell you how lovely it has been to hear children making 
music in the school again - slowly beginning to feel like Nower Hill once more.  Please look out for the 
summer concert on the website next month. As always, our thanks also to all those parents and carers 
battling on with the online learning. We understand how much more challenging this becomes as time 
goes on and the summer holidays draw nearer, so your support in encouraging the students to 
complete their work is much appreciated. 

Year 10 lessons next week 
Just a reminder that lessons for Year 10 will start at 9.10am next week. 

Online learning  
Over the next two weeks we will be holding some live ‘subject tutorial’ sessions for students in Years 
7 to 9. These sessions will be held on Google Meet and require a school Google account to join; all the 
instructions will be posted on Show My Homework as a flexible task. To make these sessions really 
worthwhile, there will be an opportunity to post questions beforehand on a shared Google document 
and students will also be able to type questions during the session.  Parents can request their pin code 
to access their child’s Show My Homework account by emailing: homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  

Student Wellbeing and Tutor and Year Coordinator Contact  
Our daily student "registration" message continues to appear on the whole school noticeboard, 
containing a range of information, wellbeing tips and challenges.  In addition to this, students should 
all be checking their own year group noticeboards, where there are now recorded year group 
assemblies, led by their Year Coordinators for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10.  These will appear each week on 
students' usual assembly day, and it is really important that students engage with their year group 
assemblies to ensure that they have received all the important messages from their Year Coordinators, 
and are able to remain in touch as much as possible with school whilst they are not able to come in 
each day.   

We hope that those students who have already received contact from their Form Tutors have enjoyed 
their conversations, and discussing their own progress and approach towards their work for the last 
stretch of term.  All students will receive a Form Tutor telephone call, although it is sometimes a 
challenge to connect, particularly where Form Tutors are using their own devices and needing to 
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withhold caller numbers, so we do appreciate families being mindful of this.  In addition, Year 
Coordinators will be making contact with selected students over the next few weeks, to set 
appointments for a face to face appointment in school, to discuss matters relating to their learning 
during the period of school closure.  We are sure you will understand that although in an ideal world, 
Year Coordinators would wish to see every member of their Year Group, it is just not possible to 
accommodate all 324 children in a year group, particularly with the current school provision expansion 
for Years 10 and 12 alongside our ongoing Key Worker provision.   Students invited to attend will be 
notified by telephone and receive a brief confirmation letter via InTouch.  They should enter and sign 
in at Main Reception and proceed to the room where they will have been told to meet their Year 
Coordinator.  We do hope that these meetings prove motivational for those students we believe are 
most in need of them. 

Welcoming our newest families 
Next week we welcome our newest families who will collect their transition documentation for their 
child who will be joining us in September. For the first time, we have arranged a virtual Information 
Share for our new parents and carers and also welcome all of Year 6 to be part of their Virtual Taster 
Day which will be available to them from Wednesday 1st July.  Although we cannot replicate the in-
person social interaction that would have taken place on this day, we hope that this Virtual Taster Day 
will be a well-received substitute, and will be very helpful and informative for students. Activities 
planned include a virtual tour of the school (led by two of our Year 7 students), taster lesson 
information and activities from subjects studied in Year 7 and an introduction to their Year group song.  
We really look forward to meeting our newest cohort of students in September. 

Goodbye to Year 11  
We were as disappointed as the students not to be able to say goodbye in the Year 11 final assembly, 
so the staff got together to give their farewell messages via video. Please share with your child and 
enjoy it here: 

https://youtu.be/MkTdsR3Yszo   

6th Form Virtual Taster Day  
It’s not goodbye for long to the majority of Year 11 though! Our first ever Virtual 6th Form Taster day 
took place last Friday, and we were delighted that 256 Year 11 students registered their attendance, 
which compares favourably to the 235 students who attended last year’s in-school Taster Day. The 
Virtual Taster Day consisted of a number of introductory videos and presentations about life in the 
6th Form, including a video from the Head Boy and Girl, as well as a virtual tour of the school by some 
of our current Year 12 students. Engaging resources were also created by every subject taught in the 
6th Form to give Year 11 students a flavour of what an A-level lesson in that subject would be like. We 
received a huge amount of positive feedback from students, a small sample of which is below: 

 “I liked the layout of the Taster Day. Everything was clear and thoroughly explained including school 
rules, opportunities for all students and how the school system works. It was heavily detailed and 
made me feel confident about entering Sixth Form in September 2020. In addition, I think that the 
lessons and presentations were organised very well and enjoyable. They reassured my subject choices 
and gave me a clear indication on how to prepare during the summer.” 

https://youtu.be/MkTdsR3Yszo


 

 “Although I am an external student, the teachers in Nower Hill Sixth Form seem really supportive and 
caring towards their students.” 

 “I enjoyed seeing the varied opportunities Nower Hill Sixth Form has to offer.” 

 “The PowerPoint created by the students was enjoyable to watch and read as it was nice to see what 
the sixth form is like from a student’s point of view.” 

We would like to say a big thank you to all of our Year 11 parents and carers for encouraging their 
children to participate.  

The Great Get Together  
Last weekend a number of socially distanced events took place as part of The Great Together. This is 
a celebration of community that takes place to commemorate the life of MP Jo Cox, and this year's 
theme is #PowerofCommunity. Now, more than ever before, we would like to urge the students to 
use this as an opportunity to reach out into their communities with acts of compassion. We are also 
challenging them to consider their hopes for a post Covid-19 world. When they return to school we 
will be asking them to place their wishes onto a wishing tree. When we have finished displaying the 
tree, we are planning to store the wishes in a post Covid time capsule. We hope to have a tree for 
every Year group covered in wish filled leaves when the school reopens fully. Our thanks to Mr 
Pattenden, one of our DT technicians, for producing the first tree for approval, shared with you below 
- we loved it and look forward to a forest of wishing trees! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Instrumental and Vocal Lessons  
All of our tuition for instrumental and vocal lessons continues to be uploaded each week by our 
specialist teachers. A wide variety of resources are available for students to follow; videos, backing 
tracks, theory worksheets, quizzes, warm ups, choir and glee club songs, challenges and Charanga 
Student of the Week!  Otis has also begun his own YouTube channel on top of the uploads he does for 
his teaching on Charanga each week, which is definitely worth taking a look at. You can find all these 
resources and a host of information by going to the Nower Hill website:  
https://sites.google.com/nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk/music/peri-online-learning   

Please also be reminded that ParentPay has now opened for everyone to make a payment of 50% of 
the fees as a deposit for lessons for 2020-2021 with the balance due by the end of September.  There 
is also a Google Form to complete for signing up for which lessons you require.  

Globe Project  
Last Sunday afternoon, Miss Gardener, Mr Butterworth and I had the pleasure of watching four of our 
Year 12 Drama students perform Shakespearean monologues as the culmination of a project with The 
Globe Theatre and other schools in Harrow, including Hatch End High and Harrow School. Although 
the students were disappointed not to be able to actually perform on stage at The Globe as originally 
planned, they nonetheless gave excellent performances from their own personal stages via Zoom. 
Well done to them all for their outstanding performances and our thanks to Miss Gardener for 
supporting the girls throughout the project.  

Chris Nayak, professional actor said "I've been working with Sasha, Laura-Jane, Katy and Azra over the 
last few weeks, and they've all been brilliant. We've had to completely change how we've rehearsed, 
which has meant a great deal of extra work on their part, but they've coped admirably with the 
changes, and on Sunday produced four outstanding Shakespeare speeches. They should be very proud 
of their work, and have been a joy to direct." 

Charlotte Bourne (Deputy Head of Learning at The Globe) added "Firstly, I wanted to write to say huge 
congratulations to each of the Nower Hill students.  The performances and discussions following these 
on Sunday were an absolute delight to watch. This is the first time that Shakespeare’s Globe has ever 
worked in this format for a Sharing, and we were all thrilled at the quality, individuality and insight 
that you each brought to your monologues. Thank you again!" 
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Helping your Child Begin their Careers Journey – e-book  
Success at School has just published an e-book to help parents and carers navigate their way around 
the ever-changing world beyond school and to help you help your child plan for the future.  The e-
book includes information on choosing a career path, pathways into work, university, apprenticeships, 
employability skills, school subject journeys and gap years.  If you would like to receive a copy of this 
guide sent directly to your mailbox, please sign up to this special mailing list for parents 
https://mc.successatschool.org/parents-ebook  

Year 12 Virtual Work Experience Monday 29th June – Friday 17th July  
Although our Year 12 students have been unable to visit employers on work experience placements 
this term as planned, we are very pleased that students will have the opportunity to undertake virtual 
work experience.  Through a variety of live employer videos, sector spotlight videos and recruitment 
practice videos, students will be able to gain a breadth of knowledge about a variety of industries and 
the key skills that are required in the workplace.  

Year 12 virtual work experience will be starting on Monday 29th June and the live employer videos 
will run every morning and afternoon that week for approximately 45 minutes on Zoom, until Friday 
3rd July.  Students will be able to watch live videos from employers talking about their careers in the 
top 5 industry sectors that our students indicated they were most interested in – finance, law, 
healthcare, creative careers and engineering; students will also be able to ask questions via the 
comments tab on Zoom.  Changing Education, our work experience provider, will send students an 
email every morning with links to the videos and activities they can engage with. Students have to 
submit a CV and short Case Study on their Dream Job to workexperience@changingeducation.co.uk  
by Friday 17th July.  Following submission of these tasks, Changing Education will send students a 
certificate and feedback. 

Apologies for a rather long letter this week, but lots going on here at Nower Hill as you have read. On 
behalf of all the staff, thank you for your continued support and have a lovely weekend. 

Best wishes 

 

 

LOUISE VODEN 
Headteacher 
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