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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 24th April 2020 
 
I do hope that this finds you and your families well and that you enjoyed the Easter holidays as best 
you could under the current circumstances. Welcome to the new term, a start of term quite unlike 
any other; we still have no further information on when schools will reopen so we will continue to do 
the best that we can and thank you for encouraging your children to do likewise. I hope that we are 
getting the amount of communication to you right. We are mindful that with parents and children 
working from home, the amount of electronic correspondence can be overwhelming, so are trying to 
relay most messages via the weekly update, however there are some circumstances where a separate, 
more lengthy communication is required. Please do continue to give us your feedback via 
admin@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk   as it is very helpful in shaping our practice. 
 
NHHS supporting the NHS! 
We are delighted to have been able to do our bit to support our fabulous health service. In the first 
week of lockdown, we donated a significant quantity of safety goggles, surgical gloves and hand 
sanitiser to local health care providers. You can imagine they were very much appreciated. In addition 
to this, as we are an accredited 3D printing centre, our Head of Technology Sarah Francis gave up her 
Easter holiday to come into school to make a large batch of PPE visors, which were also donated and 
most gratefully received.  
 
End of year exams for Years 7 to 10 
A reminder that end of year exams for students in Years 7 to 10 will not take place this year. We do 
not wish to introduce any further stress into an already stressful situation for our families, so please 
note that all end of year exams for Years 7 to 10 are cancelled and in the happy event that we are able 
to come back before the school year ends, we will use this time to focus on making up for lost learning 
rather than assessment. 
 
Centre Assessed Grades for GCSE and A Level 
All parents and carers of students in Years 11 and 13 should now have received a letter from Mr Hardy 
regarding this. Please do get in touch if we can be of help with clarifying anything further for you. 
 
Daily online learning habits 
It would be appreciated if children could be reminded to start their day by checking the daily whole 
school noticeboard, where there is a lovely thought for the day, produced by the Student Support 
Team.  These messages often have suggestions of activities or some positive, inspirational thoughts.  
Other opportunities will also be posted on there, such as photography competitions, recipes to try 
and adding their contribution to Pets' Corner (students are now definitely able to edit and add photos 
of their pets).  Each year group also has their own exclusive noticeboard, and staff add relevant 
messages and opportunities for students on here, so it is worth checking these regularly too.  
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Show My Homework (SMH) App 
In early May there will be a change to the SMH app.  There is already a notification on the current app 
so hopefully parents and carers will be aware. We are assured that it will automatically update and 
that users won't need to do anything. 
 
Student welfare calls 
A small number of students have already received telephone calls from a Nower Hill colleague.  We 
are aiming to continue with these telephone calls as we feel it is a good opportunity for our students 
to share their experience of their online learning and to enjoy a conversation with a member of staff 
from school (wonderful practice of oracy skills too!).  Please note that although a few of these calls 
may come from the school number, the majority are likely to be made by a number where the caller 
has withheld their number, as they would be using their own device.  The colleague will always 
introduce themselves to the parent/ carer before requesting to speak to the child, and of course, the 
parent/carer is most welcome to be present during the conversation. 
 
Student email access to Year Coordinators 
With school closure extending by at least a few more weeks, we wanted to be certain that the children 
have the ability to raise any serious concerns that they may have with their Year Coordinators.  Rather 
than just an opportunity to check in informally, this really is a way for them to communicate that they 
may have serious concerns over something, whether that be their own wellbeing, or that of someone 
else.  In order to facilitate this, we have set up an email address for each year group, which will be 
accessed by their two Year Coordinators only.  For the sake of simplicity, these email addresses link to 
the year group colour, so:  yellow@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  for Year 7, and so on.  6th Form will also 
have their own email addresses which have a slightly different format:  Y12@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  
and Y13@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk . These email addresses and an explanation of their purpose will 
appear to the students on the whole school noticeboard from Friday morning.  We do respectfully 
request that these email addresses are only for students to use, not parents.  Any parental enquiries 
should continue to come in via admin@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk , or specifically directed to 
attendance for illness (attendance@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk ) and homework for any online learning 
challenges (homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk ). 
 
Jack Petchey Nominations. 
Please encourage your child to visit the whole school message page to watch the video explaining 
what the Jack Petchey foundation does and to then nominate another student for the Jack Petchey 
Award. The winning students will receive £250 to be spent on a school club, project or outing. They 
will also receive a Jack Petchey Award medallion from the Mayor of Harrow at the annual Jack Petchey 
Harrow borough awards evening later in the year - something to look forward to! 
 
The creative juices are flowing…. 
It appears that the lockdown has had the beneficial effect of giving children time to explore their 
creativity. Please enjoy the work of one of our very talented Year 7 artists, Sneha Jain, who has been 
looking at fantasy landscapes whilst working at home. Sneha has used her paints to show the wonder 
and magic of the great outdoors, sorely missed by many of our young people at the moment. I think 
you will agree that Sneha has an exceptional talent and should be congratulated. 
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Year 13 Successes 
In addition to the many excellent university offers being held by our Year 13 students, we are delighted 
to share with you that another two of our students have secured prestigious apprenticeships following 
rigorous selection procedures. Please join us in congratulating  Zoe Thomas, who has secured a Google 
apprenticeship and Jeevan Sehmi, who has been successful in gaining a place on BT's Degree 
Apprenticeship programme. Jeevan has also passed the assessment centre at Deloitte and is waiting 
to hear back from them following a telephone interview, so he may be fortunate enough to be able to 
choose between the two. Many congratulations to you both. 
 
Year 13 
Although school closure has meant Year 13 have not been able to complete the final phase of their A-
level studies, they are still Nower Hill students until the end of August and if they would like any 
support from the 6th Form Team they should use the email address: Y13@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk . 
We would like to reassure Year 13 that the school's priority is to ensure students get the qualifications 
they deserve. As you are aware, there is a process the school has to adhere to so that grades are 
awarded in a fair and equitable way for all students. Teachers therefore are not able to enter into 
discussions with students about their grades and in any case the grade students are awarded on 
results day may not be the same as the school's centre assessed grade. If students are not happy with 
their grade on results day there will be an opportunity to sit an A-level exam in September, although 
the exact arrangements are still to be finalised. Until results day we would encourage students to 
begin preparations for university study or further education, and ways to do this have been posted on 
the 6th Form G Suite message board. 
 
Free School Meal Vouchers 
The Department for Education has now centralised the distribution of free school meal vouchers 
during the Covid-19 crisis. Families who are registered for free school meals for their child should have 
now received a personalised email from ‘Edenred', the provider distributing the vouchers.  The 
voucher covers the three- week period from Monday 6th April to Friday 24th April. If you have more 
than one child at Nower Hill, you will receive an email with a voucher for each child, so please make 
sure you open them all. The email includes a redemption 16 digit code eCode. You will need this code 
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to access www.freeschoolmeals.co.uk  to choose your supermarket eGift card. You cannot use the 
eCode directly with the supermarket; it must be exchanged for an eGift card. The card will only be 
accepted in store for the purchase of foods and groceries - this is unfortunately out of our control. 
We urge parents to spend these vouchers as soon as possible, as they may have a limited expiry date. 
We also understand that supermarket retailers do not allow the vouchers to be used against online 
shopping except Asda and Waitrose.  If you are unable to get to the supermarket, you can forward the 
eGift voucher to someone else to purchase on your behalf as the eGift card email contains a link to a 
barcode which can be presented at the till in-store, just like a gift card. 
 
We have now successfully placed our second order covering the two- week period from Monday 27th 
April to Friday 8th May. We anticipate that parents should receive this next week. 
 
‘Wakeful resting’ 
Has your son or daughter just spent time at home learning something that they have found particularly 
challenging? Now they have finished and want a break before the next subject's activity. But how? 
What’s their 'chill drill'? You and they might find recent research interesting. It suggests that wakeful 
resting (i.e. doing nothing active with your brain) is a much better way to relax straight after a session 
of learning than active resting (i.e. thinking activities such as Whatsapp messages, surfing the web, 
and gaming) as the lack of interference gives the brain the opportunity to reinforce and consolidate 
the learning that's just happened. If you have the time and wish to read more, please click on this link:  
https://3starlearningexperiences.wordpress.com/2020/04/21/the-drill-of-how-to-chill-for-learning/  
 
Ramadan 
We send our best wishes to all Nower Hill families who will be celebrating Ramadan at this time, even 
though we understand it will be observed in a very different manner this year. Ms Sabbagh will be 
sending a separate letter on Monday relating to ways of learning at this time. Ramadan Kareem! 
 
May I close by once again thanking you for continuing to send such kind messages of thanks and useful 
feedback that helps us to improve what we offer you and your children during the school closure. As 
always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you feel there is anything else we can do as a school 
that would make this difficult time a little easier. 
 
With best wishes from us all at Nower Hill and please, stay well. 
 

 
 
LOUISE VODEN 
Headteacher 
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