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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 22nd May 2020 
 
I do hope that this week’s correspondence finds you well and looking forward to the half term break; 

I can imagine that you will be relieved to have a pause in on-line schooling! It will be a different half 

term for most of us, not being able to venture far afield, but I hope that you will all enjoy some family 

time together, good weather and a rest all the same. I am sorry to clog up your inbox today, but could 

I ask you also to look out for the Nower Hill News, a joint statement form the Harrow High School 

Headteachers and a short survey for our Year 10 and 12 parents, from which we hope to garner your 

views on the potential return to school for your children. 

On that note, we are still awaiting the promised guidance from the DfE that will tell us exactly what 

they mean by their requirement for schools to ‘offer face to face support to supplement the remote 

education of Year 10 and 12 students’. It was due at the start of this week, but at the time of writing, 

is yet to appear. We are also eager to know the outcome of the scientific tests at the end of next week 

to determine whether it is safe for schools to return. We will of course continue to keep you fully 

informed and thank you for bearing with us at this uncertain time for us all. 

Online Learning 

We are very grateful to all parents and carers who took the time to respond to our parental survey.  

Overall the majority of parents reported that they were very happy and appreciative of the online 

learning provision, however, there is always room for improvement.  After considering all the 

responses received, we have decided to make some small changes that will take effect after half term, 

as detailed below: 

 

● For all year groups, we will be trialling more recorded ‘teacher explanations’ to support our 

students with online learning. 

● All pieces of work submitted will be acknowledged by staff and where work is to be given 

detailed feedback, this will be clear in the title of the work on Show My Homework, by using 

the abbreviation ‘QM’ which students will already be familiar with.  This won’t necessarily be 

the same task as previously outlined in our assessment policy, but should provide students 

with clear areas of strengths and improvements to work on. 

● Topics that are expected to be covered by the end of term will be clearly signposted on the 

appropriate student G-Suite sites. 

● The whole school message board on G-Suite already provides many opportunities for 

extension work, but we will be including more of these after half term. 



 

● Year 7 and 8 tasks will be reduced to 40 minutes so that younger children can have breaks 

away from the screen.  They will also receive a daily physical activity task to encourage them 

to go outside, now that lockdown restrictions have eased. 

● Where possible we will increase the number of project based activities for year 7 and 8, to 

allow them to be more creative and manage their workload independently. 

● Year 9, 10 and 12 will now receive tasks for the whole week from each teacher on the first 

lesson that they would usually have.  This will still be with a week’s deadline to allow them 

to organise their work. 

 

Year 11 Bridging work 

In line with previous years, subject specific bridging work will still be submitted in the new academic 

year.   We would like to remind students and parents that there is also some very useful skills based 

bridging work on the Year 11 Google site that can also be completed. 

 

Task deadlines 

We would like to reassure parents and students alike that all work set in the week before half term is 

not due until after half term, despite some of the deadlines accidentally falling in half term.  These 

cannot be edited unfortunately due to work that has already been submitted. 

 

School exercise books 

Thank you to all who have already emailed us to ask for new exercise books.  We are making 

arrangements for these to be collected from main reception following the half term holiday. The first 

collection date will be on Wednesday 3rd June between 9.30am and 2.30pm.  If the weather is good, 

we will distribute the books outside.  Please do ensure that you respect social distancing, and if more 

than one family arrive at the same time, please queue where marked.  Also, if you could please be 

clear on precisely which book(s) are required; it would be ideal if the student is present to ensure 

collection of the correct book(s). 

 

Student Rewards 

Congratulations once again to those children who are really getting to grips with their online working 

and have produced such excellent work. After half-term, we will change the way in which we reward 

the students for their hard work, resilience and effort and be reverting back to the Nower Hill ‘Ladder 

of Rewards’ by issuing Praise Postcards that will be sent home before the end of term. We know that 

students and families appreciate receiving these rewards as much as we enjoy sending them. Keep up 

the great work! 

 

Help for parents and carers with home schooling 

The DfE has issued guidance for parents and carers to help them during this period of home learning. 

Please follow the link below to access this. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-

coronavirus-covid-19 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19


 

Student Surveys and Wellbeing Week 

This week, we invited students to participate in a Student Survey.  We have had a significant number 

of responses and look forward to feeding back to our students once we have had a chance to analyse 

these.  It really is helpful to read their very detailed responses in many cases, and we are most 

appreciative of their time.  We also hope that it makes them realise that although we are not seeing 

them at school, their wellbeing is extremely important to us.  Speaking of wellbeing, we hope that the 

students (and perhaps families!) have enjoyed our wellbeing daily challenges for National Mental 

Health Awareness Week.  Although this is only one week, we do have a new Wellbeing Page on the 

Student Landing Page, where we currently have messages from the current year's Year 13 Wellbeing 

Leaders, as well as some weekly sleep tips.  We also invite students to email their Year Coordinators 

with requests for any specific wellbeing issues.  The team coordinating this are very eager to respond 

to student interest and need. 

 

Bereavement Support 

We are aware of a number of bereavements within our Nower Hill families during the school closure 

period.  Whether they have been linked to the Covid-19 pandemic or not, we are mindful of the 

significant challenges that this may pose to our families during these times.  For this reason, we are 

pleased to share our recommended list of resources below, which have been carefully considered 

alongside a vast amount of literature and resources which are currently widely available.  For some 

students, simply accessing some online support tends to be most helpful to them, so we will also be 

sharing with them a student-friendly slide on the message board and within the Wellbeing Page. 

 

Trip refunds 

We are still working hard at claiming monies back from the insurance company to refund parents for 

trips that were due to take place this term.  We have contacted all the parents of the Florida trip 

regarding this process - please look out for this mail and respond as soon as possible to 

triprefunds@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk. 

 

As next week is half term, we would like both our children and staff to have a well-earned rest, so 

please note that there will be no work set or responded to. 

Wishing all of our families a very happy, restful break and I hope that you all continue to keep well. 

 

 
LOUISE VODEN 
Headteacher 
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Resources Recommended for Supporting Students after Bereavement 

May 2020 

 

Counselling Support/Helplines: 

1. Child Bereavement UK  0800 0288840 

2. Bereavement Care, Harrow 0208 427 5720 (in home, in school or at office counselling 

offered) 

3. Cruse Bereavement Care 0808 808 1677 

4. Grief Encounter 0808 802 0111 

5. Winston’s Wish 0808 802 0021 

6. Bereavement Trust 0800 435 455 

7. SAMM (support after murder) 0121 472 2912 

8. Blue Cross (support after loss of a pet) 0800 096 6606 

9. Marie Curie (support also for terminal illness) 0800 090 2309 

 

Please note: all but Bereavement Care in Harrow have excellent information and resources on their 

websites 

 

Online Resources: 

1. www.hopeagain.org.uk  -    Cruse Bereavement Care’s website for young people.  Find 

stories, blogs, videos and other age appropriate resources. 

2. www.beyondlife.com -   Offering practical and emotional support for those recently 

bereaved 

3. www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk  - Help for those supporting children following 

bereavement 

4. www.riprap.org.uk -  Support for teenagers when parent diagnosed with cancer 

5. www.supportaftersuicide.org.uk -  Support following a suicide 

 

http://www.hopeagain.org.uk/
http://www.beyondlife.com/
http://www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk/
http://www.riprap.org.uk/
http://www.supportaftersuicide.org.uk/

