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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 1st May 2020 
 
I do hope that this finds you and your families well and a happy May Day to you all! One week into the 
new term and an indication earlier this week from the Education Secretary that schools are unlikely 
to reopen before the 1st June and even then, they are likely to return in a ‘phased manner’. So I am 
afraid there is nothing we can do but to grit our teeth and knuckle down for another few weeks at 
least of home learning. We really do appreciate how hard it is for families who are trying to work from 
home and home school; we are so grateful for all you are doing to work with us to maintain your 
child’s progress and retain some sense of normality for them. Thank you as well for continuing to use 
the various email addresses to communicate with us. I thought it would be useful to start this week’s 
communication with responses to a few frequently asked questions (FAQs): 
 
FAQs 
 
‘I can’t get access to show my homework or google classroom.’ 
 
Both platforms work best on google chrome and both will work best when the cache is cleared.  There 
have been only a few reports of widespread issues with access to Show My Homework and none to 
Google Classroom so it is usually due to isolated issues with logins or devices. 
 
If the Show My Homework app stops working, delete from the device and reinstall.  If you forget your 
parental log-ins please email homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk .  Online learning is always 
accessible from the public calendar which can be accessed through the school website from the quick 
links. 
 
If you are having issues with Google Classroom access, please ensure your child is using the school G-
Suite username which is their usual username at school followed by @nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk and 
their usual password.  Please ensure that all personal gmail accounts are logged out from other 
browsers and if there are still issues please take a screenshot and email 
homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk . 
 
‘I am finding my child is receiving too much or too little work.’ 
 
Please use the Show My Homework comment feature to communicate with the member of staff and 
if there are more general issues with online learning, please use the 
homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk email to communicate these to us and the feedback will be 
given to the appropriate staff. 
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‘I can’t download any Microsoft Office documents because I don’t have Microsoft Office on my 
computer.’ 
 
Save the document into my drive on G-Suite and then open from there.  This is free and will enable 
you to view and edit the document. 
 
‘Will you be live streaming lessons?’ 
 
A few parents have enquired whether we will be offering virtual teaching in addition to the work being 
set each day. Please note that we will not be requiring our teachers to do this for a number of reasons. 
Firstly, our recent survey of parents and carers regarding home learning informed us that difficulties 
arise when children are expected to be on line at a certain time, due to the number of people in the 
family working from home and not everyone having their own device. There is also clear evidence 
from international research completed since school closures that live streaming of lessons only further 
disadvantages children from lower income households, who are unlikely to have their own device; 
clearly we do not wish to support anything which will further widen the gap between disadvantaged 
children and their non-disadvantaged peers. Additionally, we are mindful of the pressure a number of 
our staff are under with having to manage setting and responding to work from home, alongside home 
schooling their own children. Safeguarding experts also advise against live streaming of lessons from 
teachers’ homes, which we totally agree with. In considering the additional layers of stress which 
streaming live lessons therefore places upon our families and staff at this difficult time for us all, I hope 
you understand that we will not routinely be offering this provision.  
 
Sharing excellence 
 
Sneha’s impressive artwork seemed to go down really well last week, therefore we thought we would 
make it a regular feature of the weekly update, so you can see how well the students are working at 
home and their impressive levels of motivation. This week we would love to share with you a song 
written by Oscar Phillips in Year 7. The Year Group was tasked by the Music Department to tell a story 
of their choosing by creating song lyrics. Oscar used his lyrics to reflect the current situation in the 
world, with a powerful message of positivity to finish. Well done to you Oscar! 
 
"There isn’t a person not feeling battered 
Not a human who doesn’t feel alone 
There isn’t a dream that hasn’t been shattered 
Not a soul who isn’t scared to leave their home 
 
Hurled 
Into our world, 
Leaving us to watch 
As calamity unfurled 
 
Life has turned 
Upside down 
Fear has churned 
Turning cities into a ghost town 
 
 



 

Not a person not feeling battered 
There isn’t a human who doesn’t feel alone 
Not a dream that hasn’t been shattered 
There isn’t a soul who isn’t scared to leave their home 

 
Our lives have been taken 
By the number 19 
We let it break in 
Yet to find the vaccine 
 
There isn’t a person not feeling battered 
Not a human who doesn’t feel alone 
There isn’t a dream that hasn’t been shattered 
Not a soul who isn’t scared to leave their home 
 
Not a person who can’t make it through it 
There isn’t a soul who isn’t fit 
To make it." 

 
We would also like to showcase the work of Nikhil Chauhan in Year 10.   Nikhil has been working on 
the application of graphs in maths since studying the topic earlier in Year 10. He has been developing 
his skills building a variety of models using graphical software. Combining his knowledge of Cartesian 
mathematics, inequalities and trigonometry, he has managed to build this fantastic X-Wing from the 
Star Wars series. He has even brought in his knowledge of transforming graphs to make the object 
move. For any Star Wars fans out there, Nikhil has built this using Desmos. It even moves if you change 
the variables. Well done Nikhil! 
  
https://www.desmos.com/calculator/xzbtvogrmb  
 
www.desmos.com  
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Helping the NHS 
 
We are delighted to share these pictures of our 6th Form students, Rajesh and Bahara. These 
prospective medical students volunteered 6 hours of their time to assist Harrow Carers with assembly 
of PPE visors and a large stock take. The students responded quickly to a request for help to ensure 
local carers had the kit they need to help vulnerable individuals in the local community. The activity 
will provide both students with something interesting to write about in their personal statements 
when applying to medical schools in October. Dr Popat from Harrow Carers praised Rajesh and Bahara 
for their efforts and have welcomed them back to assist with the food bank they are setting up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminder of communication between home and school at present 
 
At present, we are trying to make telephone calls to all of our students with daily set work to see how 
they are getting on.  It has been wonderful for our colleagues calling to gain such positive feedback 
from the children about their enjoyment of tasks, engaging with the daily messages on the Student 
Noticeboard, and even teaching their parents new skills, such as playing the keyboard!  As expected 
with such large numbers of students across the country using online learning platforms, there have 
been occasional minor glitches with systems, and in these cases, students have advised their teachers 
of issues via SMH, or families have reported concerns to the homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
email address.  We do thank students for continuing to do their best to get all of their completed work 
uploaded and sent to their teachers.  We were delighted this week to send letters to 820 families, 
where students had made consistent and exceptional efforts in completing work to a very high 
standard.  We are also in the process of notifying families where there may be some issues, which we 
look forward to resolving in partnership with you.  
 
Reminders for families of students with EHCPs and SEND 
 
Working remotely can be challenging for some of our students with SEN. Please be assured that we 
are here to help and support. Mr Wooding (Assistant Headteacher Inclusion/SENCo) has a mobile 
telephone for exclusive SEN purposes, which may be used by families of EHCP students or students 
who appear on the SEND register only.  The number is 07709 142283.  We respectfully request that at 
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this time of school closure, additional requests for any SEN assessments are not made; these will be 
prioritised on our return to school. Again, please note that this number is for use by families with 
children currently on the register only. 
 
If your child is finding the class work very challenging, please reassure them that as long as they have 
tried their best, that is more than acceptable. Students should not be expected to work beyond the 
time allocated for a task, so please do encourage them to keep an eye on the suggested time, and to 
submit what they have completed in this time frame.  This is shown on ‘Satchel’, Show My Homework, 
but please also use your judgement as a parent, and if your child is overwhelmed by a specific task, 
they will not be penalised for non-completion. 
 
Mrs Chohan is making weekly calls to our Year 7 group who work with Inclusion and is monitoring all 
online interventions with the help of some of our Teaching Assistant team. Mr Wooding will continue 
to call all EHCP families every Friday to discuss the week's learning.  
 
Peri Online 
 
We continue to share resources for students for their instrumental and vocal tuition.  The following 
resources are updated weekly from teachers and can be found on Student G Suite/Arts/Music/ 
PeriOnline  
 

Voice, Choir and Glee 

club  

Ms Leighton Cello Mrs Davies 

Drums Mr Cotter Oboe Miss Underhill 

Guitars and  

Kitchen Sink 

Otis Piano/Keyboard Mrs Murray 

Flute, Clarinet, 

Saxophone 

Ms Fairbank and Mr 

Shelley 

Indian instruments Mr Jagtap 

Steel Pans Dexter    

 
The other teachers and instruments work will be set via Charanga, through Harrow Music Service.  
Emails home for those students with their individual login details and information have been sent 
home this week so please check your inbox for those. 
 



 

In addition, if you have any peripatetic instrumental or vocal queries, or your child wants to get in 
touch with their instrumental or vocal teacher please use the following email address 
peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk . Please encourage your child to make use of these resources and to 
keep practicing!  
 
May I close by once again thanking you for continuing to send such kind messages of thanks and useful 
feedback that helps us to improve what we offer you and your children during the school closure. As 
always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you feel there is anything else we can do as a school 
that would help to make this difficult time a little easier. 
 
With best wishes from us all at Nower Hill and do stay well. 
 

 
LOUISE VODEN 
Headteacher 
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