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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 19th June 2020 
 
I hope our weekly communication finds you and your families all safe and well.  
 
It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome back the Year 10 and 12 students this week. Their smiling 
faces were exactly what we needed to see, and it was great to hear them all say how much they are 
missing school and that they are looking forward to getting back. Attendance was excellent with 92% 
of Year 12 students attending and 75% of Year 10. Both of these figures are far higher than the parental 
survey suggested they might be, so I am hopeful that this means people are in general more confident 
about venturing out and considering their return to school.  
 
We were particularly pleased to see how engaged the Year 12s were with the UCAS application process 
and to hear how useful they had found all of the resources sent on by the 6th Form team, so many 
thanks for ensuring that they received all of the correspondence around this to enable them to start 
their research for their Post 18 options.  
 
We look forward to seeing the students again next week when they start coming in for their taught 
sessions. Thank you very much for your support in helping us to get Year 10 and 12 back into school. 
At the time of writing, there is still no further news about other year groups, but we are remaining 
optimistic for a September return. 
 
Summer reading 
The Library is delighted to be able to offer book loans for students over the summer. Just go to the 
students’ G-Suite, then scroll to the Library page, then to ‘Useful Links’ and click on ‘Eclipse'(search for 
Books at Nower Hill). This will enable the student to check the library catalogue to make sure that we 
have a copy.  Next, go to the drop down ‘Reserve Books’ and complete the online ‘Reservation ' form.  
The Collection dates will be Wednesday 1st, 8th, and 15th July from 12 noon - 2pm. Students can 
collect items from a table at the student entrance, where they will have their names attached to the 
books that they have ordered.  If the item is not available, the librarians will notify the student by 
phone.  Students should ensure that they bring along a suitable bag, or their school bag, in which to 
collect their books.  We hope to receive many requests and wish the children a happy summer of 
reading! 
 
Free School Meals 
Well the government may not have listened to schools about the need for free school meals to be 
maintained over the summer holidays, but they have certainly listened to Marcus Rashford!  Well 
done to him on his successful campaign for free school meals to be provided over the summer break. 
Our free school meals parents should expect to receive their new eCode order from Edenred UK late 
next week to redeem their vouchers. This will cover the three-week period from Monday 22nd June to 
Friday 10th July, plus the outstanding half term week payment which the Government announced after 



 

the last order was sent. Parents will then receive a six week eCode order from Edenred UK in the usual 
way for the start of the summer break.  
 
Year 12 Virtual Work Experience - Work Personality Questionnaire 
We are delighted to be supporting your child with their virtual work experience starting Monday 29th 
June - 17th July 2020 and thank those students who have already completed their work personality 
questionnaire.  If your son or daughter has not managed to do this yet, then please ask them to log 
onto the Connect app and submit as soon as possible. This is a crucial part of your child's work 
experience journey and without this in place they will unfortunately not be eligible to receive a 
certificate or feedback. 

Submitting the work personality questionnaire is simple: 

1. Click on placement manager. 

2. Click on manage placement (Underneath your Changing Education Virtual WEX placement). 

3. Select the second tab at the top. 

4. Answer all questions and click save. 

If you need any further support with the app then please contact: 
workexperience@changingeducation.co.uk  or general work experience questions to the careers 
department: careers@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  
 
Diversity Week and registration reminder for the whole school noticeboard on Google Suite 
We had plans in our calendar to celebrate Diversity Week with students from 22nd to 26th June this 
year.  Now, more than ever, we would like to emphasise to all students that our differences are what 
make us unique and special.   However, as we are not able to do so with the students in person, we 
will be making a daily challenge available via links from the whole school noticeboard on the Google 
Suite.  For next week, the national focus is on tackling prejudice against LGBT+ people at school, 
universities and the workplace. The daily challenges are sourced from the Just Like Us organisation, 
and range between making flags, baking, creating black-out poetry and engaging with some 
interesting history regarding the LGBT+ community.  We hope that students are still checking the daily 
registration messages on the whole school noticeboard and that they will participate in the challenges 
for Diversity Week.  
 
Trips 
Florida refunds are being processed at the moment and a letter has been sent out to all parents 
requesting details to enable this to happen.  Please can you respond to the letter and email the form 
back to the triprefunds@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk.   We are still working on the refunds for all other 
trips as promised and will be in contact shortly. 
 
Online work enquiries 
Please can you email homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  with your enquiries and remember that 
the comment feature on show my homework can be used to alert individual teachers or ask a 
question.  With the expansion of school provision, please be patient with staff as we try to manage 
online and ‘in school’ teaching.  Many staff will be allocating a specific time to deal with online queries 
and feedback and therefore we will be attempting to deal with these queries within 48 hours wherever 
possible.  Thank you for your understanding and support. 
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Show My Homework support 
On Show My Homework students are able to tick off their own work as complete whether or not they 
have submitted anything. If you would like to check which pieces of homework have been received by 
the teachers, there is a ‘gradebook’ function which will be of use. On a computer screen the tab for 
gradebook is on the left hand side of the page and you can filter the results using the drop down 
menus at the top. You can see a list of submitted, and not submitted work.  PE tasks for KS3 will now 
be set as a flexible task and not require submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Virtual Sports Day 
Next week we will be very pleased to present our first ever Nower Hill Virtual Sports Day. On Friday 
26th June, students will have the opportunity to take part in a series of physical and non-physical 
challenges in order to earn valuable points for their House. These points will be added up to determine 
who is awarded our annual Sports Day trophy. From Monday 22nd June, the Sports Studies team will 
be releasing two challenge videos a day via the PE Instagram and twitter accounts. Students will also 
be able to access these through the student landing page where a dedicated Virtual Sports Day page 
has been created for them. On Friday 26th June, through the Virtual Sports Day page, students will be 
able to enter their results through google forms which will appear on the page. Students will also be 
able to track the progress of their House through the PE Instagram and twitter accounts, where regular 
updates as well as some surprise videos will be appearing! We hope that this opportunity for students 
to demonstrate their physical ability and teamwork skills is something they will greatly look forward 
to and that the Nower Hill community spirit will shine through on the day! 

Wishing you a happy, restful weekend and best wishes to all our families from everyone at Nower Hill. 

Best wishes 
 
 
 
LOUISE VODEN 
Headteacher 


