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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 15th May 2020 
 
I do hope that this finds you and your families still keeping well and enjoying the good weather. 
According to the news this morning, we have seen the last of the overnight frosts; coupled with garden 
centres re-opening, a good weekend I think for the garden or the window box! My usual thanks to you 
all for continuing to support your children with their home learning this week; we do not 
underestimate how challenging this is becoming as time goes on. 
 
I am sure that like us, you were deeply disappointed with the news this week that it is unlikely that we 
will see the return of Years 7 to 9 to school before the summer. There is an intention to bring back 
Years 10 and 12, but not to a full teaching timetable and as yet, there is no clear guidance as to what 
this provision will entail. The vast majority of the Harrow High School Headteachers met this week and 
agreed that we would all issue the same statement to our school communities as follows: 
 
As you will be aware, the government announced earlier this week its ambition for a limited number 
of students to return to schooling from June. 
 
The DfE has released initial guidance to schools to support in which the focus seems to be on a 
gradual, phased return for some primary school students with “secondary schools and colleges to 
offer some face to face support for children and young people in year 10 and year 12 to supplement 
their remote education.”  The guidance goes on to say; “This will not be a return to full timetables 
or pupils back in school full time, rather some support to supplement pupils’ remote education.” 
 
This places an emphasis upon students who will be facing public examinations next year. We do 
understand that this may be disappointing to parents and children from other year groups and we 
would like to reassure them that the arrangement for remote education that individual schools have 
made will be continuing in full. 
 
Whilst we are keen to get up and running with the support for our young people in Years 10 and 12, 
our immediate priority has to be to protect the safety of our students, parents, staff and the wider 
community.  At this point in time we are awaiting further advice and guidance from the DfE and 
teacher representatives on how this can best be achieved and we will be in touch again when we 
have clarity on this. 
 
Home learning surveys 
 
We are incredibly proud of our school community working together during this period of online 
learning and it is important to recognise that the standard of work being submitted is very pleasing.  
In order to help us to keep planning and developing exciting work for the students after half term, we 
would be most grateful if you could fill in this short survey linked below by Monday 18th May.  



 

Please help us by completing one response for each of your children.  We are very grateful for all your 
feedback and thank you for your time in advance. 
 

Year 7 & 8 parents: https://forms.gle/Kz72wgUL5AxmHkKn6  

Year 9 & 10 parents: https://forms.gle/RtuP5snuW9HKLirS9  

Year 11 parents: https://forms.gle/8piTvUBPPmGqLuZ58  

Year 12 parents: https://forms.gle/i7BuFErZkPhoNipm6  

 
Help with online learning 
 
Over the past couple of weeks, we have included in this update the most frequently asked questions. 
Please see the web links below from Satchel which address other frequently asked questions from 
students and parents: 
 
https://help.teamsatchel.com/en/collections/1695417-students  for students 
 
https://help.teamsatchel.com/en/collections/1695420-parents  for parents 
 
We still have a number of parents who are not registered on Satchel/Show My Homework. It is really 
helpful for you to have the app on your phone so that you can easily monitor what work is being set 
for your child and see the comments returned by teachers.  All you need to do is to send an email to 
homework@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk   to request your pin code. 
 
Exercise Books 
 
The chances are that your child may well have run out of pages in some of their exercise books, as 
they have conscientiously completed their home learning. If your child needs a new exercise book, 
please email admin@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk   stating your child’s name and the subjects for which 
they need a new book and we will have them ready for you to collect after half term on your daily 
walk. Please note that books will need to be collected from the main Reception on George V Avenue 
between the hours of 9am and 3pm. 
 
Peri Online Learning 
 
Please keep checking the online resources that are available on the Nower Hill Student G Suite page 
(Arts - Music - Peri Online Learning) or on Charanga.  All usernames and passwords have been emailed 
home with the details required for Charanga.   If you have any queries regarding Peri lessons or would 
like to email a Peri teacher a worksheet or any work you have done, or any questions you have for 
them please email peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk . There is a wealth of expert tuition and support 
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from all the peri teachers available, including individual lesson plans, backing tracks, video tutorials, 
theory and worksheets.   
 
Student Leadership Opportunities 
 
The Prefect Application Process for 2020-2021 will soon be upon us. This is a fabulous and exciting 
leadership opportunity for students currently in Years 9 and 10. We will be looking for students who 
are excellent role models and who will represent both the school and the wider community. 
 
There will be opportunities for different roles with the Prefect System and these will be outlined and 
explained in detail. An InTouch letter will soon be coming home to explain the process and guide your 
children on how to apply. Please do look out for this when it arrives by email and discuss with your 
child the opportunity for them to gain valuable experience of leadership. The application itself will be 
via the ShowMyHomeWork app. 
 
Mental Health Awareness Week 
 
Next week, Monday 18th May, is the start of Mental Health Awareness Week in the UK.  It is hosted 
by the Mental Health Foundation, and if families are interested in reading more, rethink.org has a 
significant amount of information.  For our students, we will be including a daily challenge on the 
whole school noticeboard on Google; something small and practical for them to try each day, to raise 
awareness of their wellbeing.  It would be most appreciated if all parents/carers could encourage 
children once again to check the whole school noticeboard and their own year group noticeboards 
each morning, before they even start their day’s online work.  It would be such a shame if they are 
missing the lovely messages placed on the whole school noticeboard each day by our Student Support 
Team.  Also, there is a new Student Wellbeing Page on the Student Landing Page; students are 
encouraged to request information which would interest them by contacting their Year Coordinators 
on their individual year group email addresses.  Currently, our telephone calls home have revealed 
that some of our students are having trouble with sleep hygiene, so we have started a weekly tip to 
improve sleep patterns for those who may be struggling with this within the Student Wellbeing page. 
 
Trip Refunds 
 
We would like to thank our parents and carers for their patience regarding refunds from the residential 
trips that were due to take place this school year.  The finance team have been working incredibly 
hard to process insurance claims for these trips and we will be in touch shortly with regards to the 
Florida trip and how we will be proceeding.  The other trips are being worked on and as soon as we 
have any information, we will be in touch with the relevant families affected. 
  
Love Literacy! 
 
At Nower Hill, we love to read and encourage the same passion for books within our students. We 
have created an email address Literacy@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk   to ensure that our students are still 
able to share what they are reading with one another and that parents and carers are able to ask 
questions about anything literacy related as well. For example, we have recently had a student write 
to us about a series of books that she would highly recommend to all her peers. Using the email, 
students can now send in recommendations and reviews of books they have enjoyed reading during 
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lockdown. We will then be showcasing these reviews on our Literacy G-Suite page, year group message 
boards and the English Faculty's Student Showcase presentation which is published on a weekly basis. 
We also welcome parents and carers to write to us about how they are supporting their child's reading 
at home. Looking forward to hearing from you all! 
 
Half term week 
 
Please note that the school will be closed during the half term week from Monday 25th to Friday 29th 
May and there will be no online learning work set for that week or responded to. 
 
Outstanding work 
 
Please do remember to have a look at the outstanding work that our students are producing whilst on 
lockdown - you can find it on the school website if you scroll down to the bottom of the Home page. 
If your child’s work is featured, please shout about it to your friends and family - all children secretly 
love to feel proud! 
 
I end with my usual thanks and good wishes to you for all that you do to support the school 
community. Let us hope that we will soon be together again and life will begin to get back on track. 
 
With my best wishes to all our families and please keep well. 
 

 
LOUISE VODEN 
Headteacher 


