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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: Start of Spring Term 
 
I do hope that this finds you and your families well and may I wish you a happy new year from us all 
at Nower Hill - 2021 must surely be better!  
 
I am sure that you will have been following the news closely with regard to the reopening of schools 
amidst a concerning rise in COVID cases. Whilst we without doubt agree that the best place for young 
people is in school, the rise in cases in our area is a serious matter and we must do all we can to break 
transmission to try and ensure the health and safety of our school community. So having written to 
you at the start of holidays outlining our plans for the start of term, I must now write again with new 
arrangements following recent government announcements. I must stress that it is highly likely that 
there will be further changes to come, as we have seen since the start of this pandemic; I thank you 
for your patience and understanding that some matters are completely out of our hands.  
 
Please read the following information carefully and if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us at school from Monday morning: 
 

Remote Learning 
 
Students in all years will be expected to join live lessons from Tuesday 5th January.  Students will 
follow their usual timetable (week 1 for the first week back) and normal lesson times (please see 
below).  Please note that we have reverted to original school timings for all students for the Remote 
Learning period only; once students return physically to school, they will once again adopt the times 
of days that they had from September 2020.  It is important that students wake up to start their school 
day on time as normal, and maintain this routine until they physically return to school.   
 

 All years 

Registration (compulsory) 8:45 - 9:10 

Periods 1 & 2 9:10 - 10:50 

Break 10:50 - 11:10 

Periods 3 &4 11:10 - 12:50 

Lunch 12:50 - 1:35 

Periods 5 & 6 1:35 - 3:15 



 

 
At the start of each lesson students must log onto google classroom using their school google 
account.  At the top of the page, there will be a link for students to click to join the live lesson.  All 
lessons will begin with live teaching following which students may be set work to complete.  Teachers 
will be available throughout the lesson to answer questions students may have using the messaging 
feature within google classroom.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each lesson. 
 
Students should not turn on their camera or microphone during the live lessons.  If they have a 
question they should use the messaging tool within google meet which teachers will respond to.  All 
live sessions will be recorded and any inappropriate or poor behaviour will be dealt with in the usual 
way, following our Ladder of Consequences.  
 
If students have difficulty with accessing or submitting work, they should contact the teacher via the 
messaging tool within google classroom.  If students are having difficulty getting onto google 
classroom they should e-mail the following address and we will get back to them as soon as 
possible.  remotelearning@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
 
Homework will be set as normal on Satchel (previously known as ‘Show my Homework’). 
 
If students do not have the equipment necessary to attend lessons remotely, please complete the 
google form linked below and we will provide you with the equipment you need. This may include 
students who currently share a computer where an extra device will be needed so that both can attend 
a lesson at the same time.  Please only do this if necessary as we only have a limited supply. 
 
https://forms.gle/hz5hmWXTUkvunyZd9 
 
School for children with EHCPs / parents who are critical workers 
 
We have previously invited families of children of critical workers and those children who have EHCPs 
to sign up for them to attend school in person from Tuesday, 5th January.  These students need to 
arrive via the Pupil Entrance on George V Avenue, for an 8.45am start each day.  The gates will only 
open at 8.30am, so they are not to arrive any earlier than this time.  They need to wear their face 
covering, wash their hands on arrival at the PE toilets and proceed to the library, where they will log 
on for their registration session.  They must remember to bring their own set of headphones and any 
equipment required for their lessons, including wearing PE kit, if appropriate.  They may bring a 
packed lunch or they may purchase food from the canteen.  There will be a limited selection of pasta 
or baguettes for these students to purchase, as well as snacks during morning break. They will finish 
the day at 3.10pm, and be dismissed via the Pupil Entrance on George Fifth Avenue.   
 

External Exams 
 
Vocational examinations for students in Years 10 and 11 will be going ahead as normal during the 
week commencing 11th January.  We will communicate with these students separately regarding the 
details of attending for these exams. 
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Year 11 ‘Catch up’ mock exams 
 
If your child missed any of their mock exams, you will have received a letter from us at the end of last 
term re-scheduling these. As the school will now be closed to all students next week, we will have to 
reschedule these and will write separately to any students who are affected next week. 
 
Mass testing 
 
You will have read of the government’s plans for mass testing in schools. There are still significant 
reservations about the effectiveness and feasibility of this programme, so we are not able to formulate 
firm plans at present; however in the event of the testing programme going ahead, if you would be 
willing to volunteer to support daily testing, please could you email admin@nowerhil.harrow.sch.uk 
to offer your services. Many thanks to those parents and carers who have already written to offer 
their help. 
 
We will be in touch with you again at the end of next week to clarify arrangements for the following 
week. At present, we anticipate that Years 11 and 13 only will be back in school, however it is highly 
likely that this could change subject to trade union negotiations with the DfE. We will of course keep 
you fully informed and notify you of arrangements as soon as possible. In the meantime, we look 
forward to welcoming all of our students back on Tuesday 5th January, be that remotely or in person 
for our children of critical workers. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your support of Nower Hill; it is truly appreciated. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
Louise Voden 
Headteacher 
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