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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
School closure 
 
Only 3 days since my last letter and here we are corresponding again following further changes to 
government policy on schools. As I am sure you are aware, schools have been instructed to close to 
all but the children of critical workers and vulnerable children. I am so sorry that we find ourselves in 
a position yet again of our children having to work remotely at home, but with infection rates rising 
as they are, it is without doubt a reasonable decision under the circumstances, sad as we are to not 
be seeing the students each day. 
 
Remote learning 
 
In terms of our plans for this week, there are no changes in terms of remote learning to those which 
have already been communicated to you; we will carry on with a normal school day, including 
registration, being taught remotely each day. This will now continue for the duration of the school 
closure for all Year groups, so for students, even though they will be working from home, it is a normal 
timetabled school day with live teaching. If your child is struggling to access the learning due to the 
lack of a suitable device or internet connection please do let us know via 
remotelearning@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  and we will provide help. 
 
Please could we ask your support in ensuring your child is up and ready to start their school day at 
8.45am. Registers are being taken for every lesson, including registration, and non-attendance will be 
followed up. Any absence due to sickness should be reported to the school in the normal manner.  
 
Exams, assessment and tracking 
 
Assessments will take place remotely and tracking points reported to you as we normally would. We 
will also be continuing with our remote parents’ evenings to update you on your child’s progress. In 
terms of public examinations, the vocational exams scheduled for next week will go ahead as normal, 
and any students concerned will have received a separate letter regarding this. With regard to the 
GCSE and A Level summer examinations, I am sure you will have heard the announcement in the media 
that it will not be possible for all exams to go ahead as normal this summer, and that the Government 
will be working with Ofqual and exam boards on alternative arrangements. We don’t have any more 
detail to provide you with at this stage, but will of course ensure that you are kept fully updated as 
soon as we know more. We understand how deeply disappointing this will be for our Year 11 and 13 
students who impressed us all with their incredible hard work and resilience last term; we would really 
appreciate your support in keeping them positive, focused and motivated to complete their courses 
and continue making the excellent progress they have demonstrated this academic year.   
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Student Support 
 
Daily Form time and weekly assemblies will take place as normal. Should students have any pastoral 
issues which they wish to seek additional support with, they should contact their Year Coordinator. 
Should any parent or carer have concerns about their child’s well-being, please don’t hesitate to get 
in contact with your son or daughter’s Year Coordinator or telephone the school if you are unsure of 
who you should talk to: all areas of the school are operational, albeit with reduced staffing on site. 
 
Free School Meals 
 
We have yet to receive any further information about how families who would usually receive a free 
school meal are to be compensated, but will be in touch with you as soon as we are informed. Many 
families’ circumstances may have changed during the pandemic, so it is always worth a quick check to 
see if your child may be eligible. Please contact  ss@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk for help in checking if 
you may now be entitled to free school meals. 
 
Communication with families 
 
We are mindful that with children and parents working from home, email in-boxes will become very 
busy, so we will be sending out one whole school newsletter per week each Friday afternoon. 
Individual correspondence will carry on as normal. As mentioned before, we are still here every day, 
so if you have any concerns or queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch by phone or via 
admin@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  
 
May I finish by thanking you for all your kind messages of thanks and support, in particular with 
reference to the passing of our colleague, Dr. Alan Bender. The Nower Hill community is so strong and 
supportive – we will get through this next challenging period and come out smiling the other side. My 
best wishes to you all, do look after yourselves and please tell the children we miss them and can’t 
wait to see them back in school as soon as possible. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
Louise Voden 
Headteacher 
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