What is Safer Internet Day?
•

Safer Internet Day is celebrated around the world in February each year

•

SID promotes the safe and positive use of digital technology for children and young people and inspires a
national conversation.

•

Globally, Safer Internet Day is celebrated in over a hundred countries.

The day offers the opportunity to highlight:
•

Positive uses of technology

•

Explore the role we all play in helping to create a better and safer online community.

•

Calls upon young people, parents, carers, teachers, social workers, law to become involved.enforcement,
companies, policymakers, and wider, to join together in helping to create a better internet.

This year’s theme is: An Internet we Trust.

Think about any words,
phrases or ideas you think
of when you hear the word

‘ ’
news

.

How many examples of
‘fake news’ can you think
of?
Why is ‘fake news’
created in the first place?

Fake news is often created to…
Most harmful
… deliberately mislead people

… to present a public figure, company or political movement in a negative light
Sort these
reasons from
least harmful to
most harmful

… to present a public figure, company or political movement in a positive light

… to make money through advertising and ‘clicks’

… to deliberately create tension amongst people

Least harmful

E

A recent
survey
discovered
that:

“More than half of British social media users ( 57.7 %) came across
news in the past month on social media that they thought was not fully
accurate.”
“

42.8 % of news sharers admit to sharing inaccurate or false
news; 17.3 % admit to sharing news they thought was made
up when they shared it.”

“Only 8.5 % of British social media users said that they [directly
expressed their disapproval to] another social media user for
sharing news that was made up.”

News Sharing on UK Social Media: Misinformation, Disinformation and Correction
Andrew Chadwick & Cristian VaccariOnline Civic Culture Centre (2019)

Discuss...
● How we can check the reliability of any news source
online, ‘official’ or ‘unofficial’?
● Are there different things to look out for depending on the
platform?
E.g. Would checking a story be different on Twitter to TikTok
or a news site?

What do you know about
influencers?

What do they do?

Can you think of
any examples?

What is influence?

Influence – to have an effect on
the way that someone behaves
or thinks, especially by giving
them an example to follow.

What is an influencer?
Influencer – someone who
recommends or promotes items
or services on their social media
accounts to their thousands
(or even millions!) of followers.

Why do influencers advertise products?
They get paid for advertising it

To enhance their personal brand –
they have all the latest, popular stuff
so they appear ‘on-trend’

They get free products

To increase their followers by
attracting people that like the
product

The more followers they get, the
more influence they have, the bigger
the brand they can target, the more
money they can make

It could be argued that they care about their followers and
think they would be interested in these products – they want to
create a friendly follower community

Can you trust some
influencers more
than others?
Can we trust influencers more
than traditional advertising
methods e.g tv adverts?
How do you feel about
influencers overall? Would
you want to be one? Why?

What to look out for when
using the internet

Online
Reliability
Checklist

Check where has the story been published
Check if you can find the same news story on news sites you usually trust
Check who is sharing the story. Do their username and profile picture seem
‘real’?
Check for evidence of ‘clickbait’ – does the headline match the
content?
Check whether the URL looks trustworthy
Check for images and/or videos elsewhere that back up the story
Check whether the person sharing it is using reliable sources/evidence, if any

Check if others online are actively supporting or disproving it. How many
are doing this?
Check how many times the post has been ‘re-tweeted’ or shared
Check how many followers the person sharing it
has Check how many times the post has been liked

