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 Peer on peer abuse occurs when a young person is exploited, 
bullied and / or harmed by their peers who are the same or 
similar age.  It includes those up to the age of 18.

WHO IS VULNERABLE TO IT?

 Research suggests that those particularly vulnerable: girls and 
young women are more at risk of abusive behaviour
perpetrated by their peers; however it can also affect boys and 
young men, those with learning difficulties or disabilities, 
LGBTQ groups and young people who are from different 
communities. 



1.  Domestic Abuse: young people aged 16/17 who experience 

physical, emotional, sexual and / or financial abuse, and coercive 

control in their intimate relationships.

2. Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE): young people under-18 who 

are sexually abused in the context of exploitative relationships, 

contexts and situations by a person of any age - including another 

young person; 



3. Harmful Sexual Behaviour: refers to 

developmentally inappropriate sexual behaviour 

which is displayed by children and young people 

and which may be harmful or abusive.  This will be 

our focus today, and more on this a litter later...

3. Serious Youth Crime / Violence:  offences (as 

opposed to relationships / contexts) and captures all 

those of the most serious in nature including murder, 

rape and GBH between young people under-18. ).  

This could include gang affiliation and crime.



• Rates of violence are higher for girls in England than in any 

other country.

• 1 in 3 girls have experienced sexual violence from a partner 

before they turn 18 years old.

• 4 in 10 teenage girls have experienced sexual coercion when 

they have been aged between 13 and 17 years old.

• One in five girls in England have suffered physical violence 

from their boyfriend.

• 48 percent of girls have experienced instances of emotional 

and online abuse from their partners.





Why is it so important for us to understand what sexual 

harassment is?

Sexual harassment is unwanted conduct of a sexual nature that can 

occur on or offline, in or out of school, and is likely to violate a 

person’s dignity, and / or make them feel initimidated, degraded or 

humiliated, and / or create a hostile, offensive or sexualised 

environment.

It includes comments, sexual “jokes”, physical behaviours, online 

behaviours (sharing of consensual or non consensual nudes, unwanted 

explicit content), taking photos or videos where people would want 

privacy, unwanted sexual comments / messages and any form of 

coercion or threats.

This is a very high consequence on our Ladder of Consequences - a C6



Understanding consent is very important

Consent is about having the freedom and capacity to choose.

Consent to sexual activity may be given to one type of activity and not 

another.  It can also be withdrawn at any time, including during an 

activity.  It can become more complex when alcohol or drugs are 

involved.

● A child under 13 can never consent to any sexual activity.

● The age of consent is 16.

● Sexual intercourse without consent is rape.

It would be classed as sexual assault if someone intentionally touches 

another, the touching is sexual and there is no consent.  SO kissing 

someone, touching their breasts, bottom, genitalia without consent, can 

constitute sexual assault. 



What they have achieved in one term:

• Added a detailed suggestion of options for reporting any worrying issues in 

student planners;

• Contributed to staff protocol on reporting concerns including harmful sexual 

behaviour;

• Produced a leaflet for parents and carers, that was sent at the end of the summer 

term;

• Contributed in ensuring that we have a zero tolerance attitude to sexual 

harassment in school – assemblies underway in every year group to explain the fact 

that this is now a C6 on the LOC;

• Requested increased lessons such as Citizenship, where students can discuss 

these matters – we are in process of planning extended Citizenship days for all year 

groups.

• Planning events such as feminist afternoons.



It’s important to know that you could be breaking the law if:

• You pass on indecent images, even if you are no way involved with the 

person;

• You are involved in a case which would be deemed to be bullying of the 

following types:  Violence or assault, theft, repeated harassment or 

intimidation, eg name calling, threats, abusive phone calls, emails, text 

messages, or hate crimes

Do you know that our Schools’ Safer Officer, PC Rathod, spends 

Wednesday afternoons at Nower Hill?  If you’d like an appointment to 

discuss anything, you can either see any of the 6th team to book you in, 

or if you’d like it to be confidential, pop in towards the end of the school 

day.  He will be in the front meeting room, and then tends to walk 

through North Harrow.



Looking after yourself

 Know that you absolutely 
deserve to be respected.  
ALWAYS.  Nobody should be 
entitled to make you feel 
awkward or uncomfortable, 
especially after you’ve told them 
to stop.

 Respect yourself by speaking to 
someone to get their support – it’s 
never healthy to bottle up worries 
or emotions.

Looking out for younger 
peers

 Be brave and stand up for your 
younger peers;  don’t ignore or 
overlook what you see 
happening in corridors or on the 
playground.  Don’t feel you need 
to confront it, but definitely pass 
it on.  ALWAYS.

 You could be saving someone a 
lot of pain and unhappiness.



• Any of the 6th Form Team, including your Year Co-ordinators or Ms 

Jones - usually in the 6th Form Office;

• A Form Tutor, particularly if you’re unsure, and want to question things;

• Any of the Safeguarding Team, who are trained and able to expedite 

matters if very serious.  At Nower Hill these are:

Ms Sabbagh – office in Humanities, opposite H1

Mr Carter – office in 6th Form

Ms Cox – office between Science and Art

Ms Ward – office lower Maths corridor

Ms Kitchen – Inclusion

If anyone finds it too hard to speak, use the button on the wellbeing 

page, or the bullying box in Student Services, which is anonymous. 


