
Dear Parents and Carers
I don’t know about you, but I do know that the staff, children and myself are certainly looking forward to a well-earned break! It’s 
been, as always at Nower Hill, a whirlwind of a half term with plenty going on. 
We had a very busy summer holiday with lots of work being carried out at the school – I hope the children have reported back to 
you positively on our refurbished hall, canteen and Volumetric building, which have really improved our learning environment. In
addition, every classroom this summer was equipped with a visualiser to enhance teaching and learning and allow us to easily 
model best practice to the students. 
At the start of September, we welcomed another 324 new Year 7 students to our school community and are delighted with how 
well they have settled into Nower Hill life; they are finding their way around the school site very ably now and not looking quite so 
exhausted under their Nower Hill backpacks, as they work out smarter ways to carry less and work out the short cuts around the 
school!
I hope that you have appreciated our Year Ahead evenings for every year group which we have introduced this term. We felt that 
this would be a worthwhile addition to our school calendar, giving us an additional opportunity to meet with parents and carers 
and keep you informed of the key events in the forthcoming year. We have also tried to include useful information pertinent to the 
particular age of your children and where appropriate, presentations from students giving a child’s eye view of the year to come. 
These evenings seem to have gone down very well and we thank you for your support in attending.
We also trialled a different approach to our traditional Open Day this year, with a week of Open Mornings, bookable on line in 
advance. This proved to be a great success with well over a thousand families visiting during the week. We were so proud of our 
students; the comments in the Visitors’ Book were amazingly complimentary and brought home to us (although we knew already!) 
that our students are truly impressive. As I said to them all when I thanked them in assemblies the following week, we don’t need 
to spend money on marketing like some organisations do, because we have the best possible ambassadors in them. Our visitors 
could not speak highly enough about the confidence, manners and articulacy of our student guides and were equally impressed at 
the learning they saw going on in the classrooms as they toured. A special thank you to Meriam Abdelmoumene and Reece Nana, 
our Head Girl and Boy in Year 13 and Arush Katailiha and Diya Dasgupta our Head prefects in Year 11, who presented multiple 
times during the week from the stage and were truly impressive public speakers.



In addition to our Open Week for prospective Year 7 students, at the other end of the school we have had two Open Evening 
events for the 6th Form, one for our own Year 11s and one for external applicants. Again, the attendance at these evenings was 
excellent; with our A Level results once again being ranked in the top 10% of all schools nationally for progress, places in our 6th

Form are in very high demand. Visitors on those evenings were once more hugely impressed by the articulacy of our students and 
their enthusiasm for their A Level subjects. This is an evening where the staff can really take a bit of a back seat and let the
students do the talking, in fact one parent commented to me about a conversation he had just had with one of our young 
Economists ‘that young man should not be applying to Oxford, he should be teaching there’. Now you can’t get a better 
compliment than that!

We have introduced a few little tweaks in the classroom this term which I hope you can support us with at home as well. Firstly, a 
‘full sentence policy’ – no teenage grunts allowed! When the children are asked a question in class, they have to answer in full
sentences and without fillers such as ‘basically’ or ‘like’, the idea being to develop both their articulacy and quality of written 
answers in exams and assessments; if parents and carers could also promote this at home, we would be most grateful. Secondly,
we are now being very prescriptive about the presentation of written work as we want the students to always give their best 
effort, have pride in their work, be able to identify their own progress through their written work and most importantly, have a set 
of neat notes from which to revise for tests and exams. Again, a glance over their shoulders when they are doing their homework 
to check they are complying with expectations would be very helpful. Finally, your son or daughter may have told you that they 
have a Year 12 student in their class helping out, as we have implemented a new scheme whereby all Year 12 students are 
required to spend one of their non-contact periods in a lower school class. We have carefully matched those students who have 
demonstrated success in a particular subject with a matching lower school class to give additional individual help to certain
students; all of our Year 12 mentors were given some basic ‘teacher’ training as well, which they found very beneficial to 
themselves personally. So far the feedback has been excellent, with the 6th Form students really enjoying their new roles and the 
staff and students finding their support invaluable.  

Well I think that’s about enough from me – time now for you to read about all of the other great things that have been going on at 
Nower Hill this half term. It has been a wonderful start to my Headship and I would like to thank all of our parents and carers for 
their support of the school and more personally, for all the kind words of welcome and encouragement I have received from you
as your new Headteacher. In addition, a huge thank you to our staff for their hard work and support this half term; their 
commitment to our children never fails to humble me. And finally, thank you to our children who are just brilliant and a joy to 
work with.

My very best wishes to all of our families for a lovely half term week, and please make sure those children get a good rest to 
recharge their batteries for the run up to Christmas!
Kindest regards
Louise Voden
Headteacher



We warmly welcomed over 1200 visitors to our Open Week this year, who all had

the opportunity to hear presentations from our Headteacher, Louise Voden, senior

staff and students in the school hall, followed by a tour of the school in small

groups.

We gratefully received many wonderful comments in our visitor books confirming

that our guests were very impressed with Nower Hill. The school is incredibly

proud of our Year 7, 10, 11 and 6th Form students who helped throughout the

week, showing families around and speaking to them with great confidence. We

also want to thank all of our students who each played their part in making the

school a fantastic community to showcase – well done to all. Miss Ward

Nower Hill High School Open Week



The evening is free of charge and open to school students and their families,
staff, Governors and all other members of the community.

The Nower Hill High School Symposium 
A half termly programme of visiting speakers to promote and nourish intellectual and 

cultural curiosity in our community

‘Trying to survive as a working actor’

Tuesday 26th November 2019
Location: Main Hall  5.00pm – 6.30pm

Ticket only

Alex Lowe -"Alex Lowe is an actor, writer and comedian. He is the creator and 
voice behind the character Barry from Watford on Steve Wright's BBC Radio 2 

show, he has worked extensively in TV, theatre and film and is currently touring 
as Clinton Baptiste, a character he played in C4's Peter Kay's Phoenix Nights."

Please request your tickets by completing the online booking form at:
www.nowerhill.org.uk/symposium

Tickets will be sent via email. Parking is available along George V Avenue but not in 
the school car parks. Please park with consideration for our neighbours. We look 

forward to welcoming you to our school.

Nower Hill High School, George V Avenue, Pinner.  HA5 5RP 

An insight into the world of acting.
This talk looks at the highs and lows of being a ‘jobbing’ actor and how to survive in 

this incredibly competitive environment.  

Alex Lowe

http://www.nowerhill.org.uk/symposium


Course for Parents and Carers of 
Year 7 students: Let's Talk with 10-

14s
A practical training course for Year 7 
parents wanting some key skills and 
knowledge.
The course provides information about the 
development of language and 
communication, how to recognise 
difficulties with speech, language and 
communication and how to support 
children as they move from primary to 
secondary school. It gives ‘Helpful Hints’ 
with ideas to promote different aspects of 
communication with a special section on 
supporting young people with their 
homework. The focus is on understanding 
the particular challenges that young 
people with speech, language and 
communication difficulties face in a 
secondary environment and how to help 
them.

You will receive:
• Teaching from a qualified speech and language 

therapist 
• Exploring communication: typical development and 

difficulties young people can experience
• An illustrated workbook full of practical tips and 

ideas which provides a rich source of strategies and 
information

• A certificate for the Let’s Talk with 10-14s course.

How is it delivered?
• Five weekly sessions
• 1,8,15,22,29 November 9:00-11:00 at NHHS

How much does it cost?
• Nothing! NHHS will cover the cost of your book.
• View the course outline for an overview of the 

course content.

Sign up online 
www.nowerhill.org.uk/letstalk

file:///C:/Users/belmont.karen.INTERNAL/Downloads/LT10-14s-outline (3).pdf
http://www.nowerhill.org.uk/letstalk


S T U D E N T  L E A D E R S H I P
The Environmental Committee has 

planned a Green Day for Nower Hill, and 

following their first whole school student 

meeting on Friday, 18th October, will be 

sending a letter home with further details 

regarding this first exciting event…

The Wellbeing Committee is currently recruiting 

leaders in all year groups to develop student led 

resources and information to benefit all Nower Hill 

students.  The two 6th form leaders have attended a St 

John’s Ambulance  Mental Health First Aid Course 

during this half term, and will be utilising this expertise 

in developing further ideas and resources once a full 

committee has been established. 

Year 10 and 11 prefects have made a 

fantastic start to the year by being 

superbly impressive leaders and role 

models during Open Week.  They have 

also all been assigned duties around 

school and we look forward to seeing 

them develop their leadership potential 

further.



Year 8 Success
On Monday 14th October, we celebrated with the children in Year 8 who had 
achieved their six Enrichment Challenges last year. As a small recognition of 

their efforts, they were rewarded with a certificate and a ‘movie afternoon’ in 
the hall. A big well done to everyone involved! 

Year 8 have now been challenged to achieve their six new enrichment 
challenges for the year ahead.

Miss Ward



Cake Sale for Pinner Village Gardens

On 10th of October Mrs Savvides and a team of girls organised a cake sale to raise 
much needed funds for our local park. The girls were amazing and a big thank you to  
all of them for baking such wonderful cakes. Special thanks to Tia and her amazing 
cake (pictured centre). We raised £150 with  all cakes being sold in record time.
Our student bakers bake better than any British bake off baker. Try saying that with a 
mouthful of sponge cake!
Mr Nagle 



During the Summer holidays, I was given the opportunity to do work
experience with the award-winning theatre company ‘Complicite’. I
was fortunate enough to be given this opportunity because Nower
Hill’s Drama Department is part of the “Complicite Schools Network”.

When I arrived at Complicite’s office, I was introduced to Complicite’s
Creative Team and four other students from different schools across
the country, also part of Complicite’s network. We were tasked with
creating, producing and marketing our own imaginary theatre
performance based on a book or film. We were taught step by step
how to do this giving us insight into budgeting, casting, creating a
unique production concept and advertising through creating
programmes and flyers. In my group, we looked into how we would
create an immersive, site-specific production of “Harry Potter”. At the
end of the week, we pitched everything we had created to
Complicite’s Creative Team. Seeing the production process of theatre
performances was extremely interesting and gave me knowledge into
what goes on behind the scenes of a theatre show.

During my week, I was given other exciting opportunities such as;
seeing all of their props, puppets and costumes they have used in
professional shows, being given a tour of the “Kiln Theatre”,
highlighting the creative work that goes into a theatre production and
meeting the company’s founder and CEO, Simon McBurney (OBE).

I am extremely grateful to Complicite theatre company for making my
week so memorable, and to Miss Gardner for giving me the
opportunity. I’m very excited for any other Nower Hill students who
may have this opportunity in the future.

Stephen
Ex Year 13 Student

Work Experience with Complicite Theatre Company



Environmental Action at Nower Hill

• Planting seeds - to increase biodiversity in our school

• Harrow Foodbank collection in 6th Form - to reduce waste and help others

• Green Day at school - a school-wide event raising money for a 
reforestation charity and futher projects around the school – more 
information will follow regarding Green Day after half term.

Upcoming Projects:

• As young people, the issue of global warming and the environment is incredibly 
important to us. 

• This year, we are seeking to make Nower Hill and our area more green, and by 
supporting different charities and groups, help the global fight against climate 
change.

• Following the example of millions of young people leading environmental 
awareness movements, at an international level, our action will be student-led, and 
involve students across all year-groups.

Tilly McCargo and Amy O'Grady, Sixth Form



Nower Hill Going Green

Thank you to all staff, students, 
parents and carers and others from 
the Nower Hill community for their 
enthusiasm, ideas and seeds to 
support Nower Hill in our mission 
to go green. 

Going Green Update
1. Our 6th form Environmental Committee has held 

planning meetings and a whole-school meet-up 
with students from all year groups.  A Green Day is 
being planned for next half term.   Watch this 
space……

2. Nower Hill Going Green club meets in H3 on 
Thursday lunchtimes. All students welcome. 

3. We have registered with the national Eco-Schools 
scheme and we are beginning to work towards a 
Bronze Award. 

4. Staff in the canteen have been fantastic at 
supporting our mission.  China plates and metal 
cutlery are being used as much as possible and our 
disposable items are now compostable. Thank you 
to Yinka and her team!

5. Staff have started to green up the site (see photo!) 
as part of our mission to encourage biodiversity.  
The colourful results will hopefully start to be seen 
in spring.  Students will be able to volunteer to 
help next half term.  Any donations of packs of 
seeds and bulbs gratefully received. Please ask 
students to hand into their Geography teacher.  



Year 12 STEM Employability Skills 
Workshop

On 10th October 24 Year 12 students
took part in a STEM employability
workshop. Employers from the food
and grocery industry talked to our
students about their careers and how
they use their knowledge of STEM in
their day-to-day work. A Supply Chain
Director from Quest Nutrition, a Store
Manager from Aldi, a Buyer from
Sainsbury's and a Communications
Manager from IGD gave our students
excellent advice on how to make a
good impression at interview, how to
write excellent covering letters and CVs
and how to make the most of every
opportunity given to them once they
start employment. The students
benefitted greatly from meeting these
employers and we are grateful to them
for taking the time to come into school
to share their knowledge and
experience.



After their excellent GCSE results in the summer, it was
lovely for us to continue the celebrations with last
year’s Year 11 cohort by hosting the Year 11 Awards
evening on Tuesday 8th October.

It was fantastic to welcome back 63 students to receive
awards in a variety of categories ranging from subject
awards, whole school awards and prefect awards.

Ms MacLeod, our previous Assistant Headteacher of
KS4, also returned for the evening to support Ms
Voden in congratulating the students on their
achievements. The students thoroughly enjoyed
receiving their awards from Ms MacLeod and Ms
Voden in front of their proud parents and families; a
lovely way of ending their journey of Years 7 – 11 at
Nower Hill.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening and we continue
to be extremely proud of what our previous cohort
achieved during their time at Nower Hill. We wish
them continued success for their futures, whether that
be in Nower Hill’s Sixth Form or elsewhere and we
know they will continue to aim high and achieve.

Ms Kitchen & Mr Murrell
Year 11 Co-ordinators last year

Year 11 Awards Evening Tuesday 8th October



An enormous well done to our 6th Form Student Leaders who 

delivered a thought-provoking assembly, sharing key messages for 

us all to consider in relation to Black History Month. 

This national celebration aims to promote and celebrate black 

contributions to British society, and to foster an understanding of 

black history in general.  

Many thanks to the following 6th formers who delivered this assembly 

to all year groups throughout the school: Ladan Hassan, Ariana 

Ladha, Oliver Marke, Sarah Moriarty and Amal Mullan 



Netball

Our Year 10 netball team have made a fantastic start to the 
season, beating Whitmore 23-3 in their first game. The girls are all 
working very hard and are looking for a strong finish to the league 
matches and a good result at the rally!

Our Year 7, 8 and 9 teams are all attending training and putting in 
lots of pre-season effort to be on their A game for when their 
seasons start after the Christmas break.



Girls’ Football

A thrilling performance from the U14 girls’ football team, coming from 
2-1 down, to winning the match 3-2 and proceeding to the next round 
of the Middlesex Cup. Well done girls and keep training hard!

Player of the Match: Ellie 



• A big congratulations to the Year 8 team who 
started off their seasons strongly with a 7-0 
win against Whitmore. Goals from Tyler, Bilal, 
Gabriel, Max and Kamran. Good work boys!

Boys’ Football



Year 7 Football

On Wednesday 9th October 2019, Nower Hill High School hosted the 
Year 7 Harrow Borough Football tournament. There were 11 schools 
who took part and Nower Hill fielded two teams. Nower Hill B were in 
group D, finishing fourth in their group. Nower Hill A were in group A 
and managed to finish top of their group with a total of 7 points. They 
beat Whitefriars School 2-0 and managed to draw with Park High and 
Pinner High A. This set up a semi-final match with the winners of group 
B, Whitmore School. They won this match 1-0 and progressed to the 
final against Harrow High.

In the final, Nower Hill A played really well. Rafi scored the winning 
goal six minutes from time and the team defended well and were able 
to hang on for a fantastic win. Exceptional performances by Freddie, 
Joshua, Josh, Rayaan, Dylan, Rahan and Brett.



6th Form Football

Our 6th Form team made a fantastic start to the season beating 
Whitmore 5-1 in the Middlesex Brigg Cup. The scorers were Stan, 
Ben, Toby (2) and Daniel. The Man of the Match was Jake.

The team then went on to play London Oratory in the Middlesex 
2XI Knock out cup. The boys won 6-3 with the scorers being 
Daniel P, Daniel A, Jake, David, Ishvind and Toby. Congratulations 
to Daniel A for being named Man of the Match.



How is your House keeping?
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This half term our students have amassed a total of 50,114 conduct points 
for their Houses. This is an average of approximately 27 conduct points for 
each student.
This amazing total is all down to you. Your excellent behaviour, classwork 
homework, manners, uniform and great community spirit. Well done all! Mr 
Nagle 



Mya 
Head of Bannister House

Atika 
Head of Franklin House

Sarah 
Head of Nightingale House 

Vinay 
Head of Shabazz House

Rohil 
Head of King House 

Dilan 
Head of Ghandi House

This half term the Heads of the School Houses have produced and delivered excellent House assemblies.
Talking to an audience of over 300 students and Form Tutors requires courage and confidence, which they all have in 

abundance. As Heads of House we look to them for their leadership and to be an excellent example to the younger students.
Thank you for all your hard work this half term. Mr Nagle



The intellectual curiosity of our Year 13

students was vividly displayed when our

students brought the Hall to life with

presentations on their EPQ research

projects. 40 of our Year 13 students have

undertaken the Extended Project

Qualification at the same time as studying

3 or 4 A-Levels. This involves planning,

researching and drafting an independent

research project in an area of interest to

them. The EPQ qualification is highly

respected by universities. A very wide

range of topics was investigated by

students, ranging from “How has the

Jacobite cause and rising of 1745 been

romanticised throughout history by art,

literature and other mediums?” to “Should

the heading of footballs be banned in youth

football?”

Congratulations to our Year 13 EPQ

students for their fantastic presentations,

all of which impressed teachers, parents,

governors and fellow students alike.

EPQ Presentations
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Visit to Nower Hill by Chinese Teachers 

On 7th and 11th October, Nower Hill hosted two  groups of 26 Headteachers from 
Hangzhou City, the most populous city of Zhejiang Province in East China. The city has 
a population of about 20 million and is approximately 110 miles from Shanghai. The 
best known attraction is the West Lake, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and the 2016 
G20 Summit was held in there in 2016.  The majority of the group of teachers were 
Middle or High school senior teachers and a few of them were primary or vocational 
school teachers, aged between 25 to 50. The group was in the UK for 18 days 
participating in an educational training programme. It was a very good experience for 
them to visit Nower Hill school, they enjoyed it and learned a lot from the visit.







Unsung Heroes in our School
Harrow Carers organised a get together for end of term celebration on 10th July 2019. Young 
carers from Bentley Wood, Park High, Sacred Heart, Salvatorian College, Rooks Heath, Harrow 
High, Whitmore & Hatch End High School attended on the day. It was a great opportunity for 
Nower Hill young carers to meet others from different schools across Harrow. They shared their 
experience and participated in variety of activities.

It was a day full of fun. Our young carers participated in activities like street dance, cake 
decorating, painting, hair plaiting, sports, games and even football coaching with Watford FC!  
Also, the young carers had a great lunch with a variety of choice including delicious ice cream 
and slushies. 

Nisha Thakershi, Young Carers’ School Outreach at Harrow Carers who organised event said: 
“The Harrow Carers Schools Get Together was all about bringing all the high schools we are 
working with together under one roof. For young carers to see the sheer number of young 
people caring for a loved one, to be proud of their caring roles and enjoy a much deserved day 
of respite from their caring responsibilities.” 

Furthermore, the get together provided a great platform for our young carers to socialise with 
other young carers and give them a moment to be proud of themselves and their caring roles. 
Young carers at Nower Hill are looking forward to meeting up again during this academic year. 



Are you able to offer a 6th Form student a work placement?

• Year 12 go on work experience from Monday 29th June to Friday 3rd July 2020

• The placements will be linked to the apprenticeship or degree course they wish to 
study at University.

If you are able to offer a Nower Hill student an opportunity to work in a professional 
working environment, please contact Mrs Doshi on wex@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk or 
0208 863 0877 Ext. 2209

Work Experience 

mailto:wex@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk


For all Enquiries please telephone Dini Shah 020 8863 0877 ext 2207

FACILITIES TO HIRE AT NOWER HILL HIGH SCHOOL

Facilities to hire at the school include : 
• Sporting Facilities
• Classrooms 
• Halls 
for a variety of events such as parties, wedding receptions,  family 
celebrations or meetings……


