
NEWS JULY 2021

From the Headteacher:

Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to the final edition of this year’s Nower Hill News; I write on the penultimate day of term where by some miracle, we are still in a fully 
functioning school. My thanks to all in the school community who have made this possible through their consideration of others; commitment 
to our health and safety rules; and flexibility in their roles to ensure we can still run a safe school, in spite of the ‘pingdemic’s’ best efforts! 

It has of course been another incredibly challenging year and I know I speak on behalf of all staff, when I say a sincere thank you to all of our 
parents and carers for their support over the past almost 18 months. We could not have done it without you on our side and your feedback has 
been invaluable in helping us to adjust to a very different educational landscape. We also salute our students who have shown great patience 
and resilience; school life has been little fun for them over the year, with trips, concerts and productions cancelled, bubbles stopping them 
mixing with their friends from across the school and boring break times due to the loss of play spaces because of a staggered timetable. It will 
be good to say goodbye to some of these measures from September and allow school life to return to a kind of normality for the children. 

We are saying goodbye to a number of long standing colleagues this week. Mrs Siobhan Dunne, who has inspired young artists at Nower Hill for 
the past 33 years, leaves us for a quieter life by the beach in County Down, Northern Ireland. Mrs Jenny Prain, who has taught Textiles and Food 
at the school since 1996 is also stepping down from her teaching role to take life a little easier, but we hope to see Jenny back at Nower Hill in a 
different capacity soon.  We also say goodbye to two colleagues working behind the scenes for many years: Mrs Magda Bychawski, Finance 
Manager, who retires after 23 years and Veronica Hill, Science Technican, who is retiring after 19 years. Mrs Charlotte Cleavin, Head of Media 
Studies and Year Co-ordinator also moves on after 16 years at the school and is relocating with her family and taking some time off work to 
spend with her two lovely little boys. We are also losing back to the Emerald Isle after 13 years Mr Mark Kennedy, as he takes up a teaching 
post in Northern Ireland in order to be nearer to his family. Mrs Jackie Menniss, who came to us in 2011 to set up our now invaluable Student 
Services department is also retiring and setting off to enjoy more of our beautiful country in her camper van. Jackie, a trained librarian, hopes 
to keep her hand in at Nower Hill by returning as a volunteer, as many of our ex-staff do, to support with literacy. Mrs Julia Blanshard, our 
Attendance Officer who has supported many families during her past 14 years with us, will be leaving to take life a little easier, although not 
quite retiring yet she reliably informs me!  Finally, parents of our 6th Form students will know how sorry we will be to lose Mr Chris Stratton, 
who although has been with us only 5 years, has made a huge impact on developing our Key Stage 5 provision. Chris leaves us to complete his 
Master’s degree in environmental law and eventually return to a legal career in that area. We wish these and all colleagues who are moving on



from the Nower Hill family at the end of this year all the very best for the future, good health and happiness. I am sure you will join me in 
thanking them for everything they have done for the school and in welcoming all new colleagues who are joining us in September to replace 
them. 

We also say goodbye to all of the students leaving us this summer to progress to university, college or employment. We do hope your time at 
Nower Hill has been fulfilling and that we have prepared you well for the next steps in your career. Do join our alumni association and keep in 
touch please! In turn, we welcome our newest children and their families in September; we really look forward to working with you and hope 
the next 7 years at Nower Hill will be both exciting and enriching.

I hope that you will enjoy reading this edition of the News as much as I have. In spite of the restrictions, I think you will agree that Nower Hill 
staff have done an amazing job in keeping things positive and interesting for our students. There has still been plenty going on for them to get 
involved with and I am delighted that we have managed, amongst other events, field trips, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and a summer 
festival, albeit in slightly different ways to previous years. It has also been an absolute delight this week to see the students getting involved in 
their fun events; no Thorpe Park trips this year for obvious reasons, but some well organised team events, giant games and ice cream have 
provided just as much fun, without the long, hot coach trip, extortionate ticket prices and queues. Most definitely food for thought going 
forward!

As this year draws to an end, and we reflect on all that has been, we look forward with hope and optimism to the year ahead. We know we 
have to support the children to recover their equilibrium (and their social skills once the dreadful masks come off!), but we know that they will 
bounce back with us all there to guide them and in fact, you will read of the impressive achievements of some of our children, in spite of the 
challenging circumstances they have been living through. 

So for one last time this year, a huge and heartfelt thank you from all of us here at Nower Hill for your support and kindness over the past 
year; the school would not be what it is without your partnership. We wish you a very happy, restful and safe summer and wherever you are 
managing to get away to, even if that is your own back garden, have a wonderful summer.

With my best wishes

Louise Voden
Headteacher



Finally the new Gristwood changing rooms are finished – here are a few photos for you. We have also completely refurbished the 
Sports Hall; we hope the students will enjoy their new and improved facilities.
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Ethan 

Head Girl

Jessica
Deputy Head Girl

Abishah

Head Boy

Lucas 

Following a rigorous selection process which involved completing an application, delivering a
hustings speech and attending an interview, the members of next year’s Senior Student
Leadership Team have been confirmed. All applicants are to be congratulated for their efforts
and for making the whole selection process so very difficult, such was the quality of their
applications.

All of our Senior Student Leaders, led by our Head Boy and Head Girl, will be seeking to 
reinvigorate Nower Hill’s sense of community in a renewed environment when year bubbles 
will no longer need to exist. Visible throughout the school, they will act as role models, 
provide support and guidance to younger years and generally ensure that the school ethos of 
“Service not self” is upheld.
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We are delighted to announce our newly appointed Heads of House. These students will be excellent role models 
to the lower school and will aim to motivate and enthuse their Houses, promoting the various House competitions 
and activities throughout the year.

We are sure students in the lower school are looking forward to meeting them.



Congratulations to all those students who have been successful in their Prefect applications.

Faculty Prefects

Taken from the current Year 9, the students will be
supporting their chosen department with displays,
extra-curricular clubs, evening events, promotion
of the subject, school tours for prospective
students, staff and visitors and so much more!
Curriculum leaders are looking forward to having
extra help in their departments

KS4 Prefects

Taken from the current Year 10, the students will
be supporting the Year 7 Forms during Form time
to help them transition to our large school,
supporting students and staff by helping with
lunchtime duties, being on hand at evening events
to welcome our visitors and provide refreshments
amongst other activities.
It will be so exciting to be able to interact with our
school community once again!

Announcing our new Head Prefects:

Announcing our new Deputy Head Prefects

Hannah 10FH David 10NNKishan 10BHJasmine 10FN

Destiny 10BH Ishan 10FH



You have amassed an amazing total of 245, 905 conduct points this school year. 

This is very close to a quarter of a million conduct points. 

Each one earned by you with your hard work, excellent behaviour and exemplary manners. 

Well done all!

The House totals are as follows:

Bannister House 42,818

King House 41,806 

Gandhi House 41,113

Nightingale House 40,814

Shabazz House 40,110

Franklin House 39,289

Congratulations to Bannister House. Your House name will be inscribed on the House conduct winners shield

The winning House for 20-21 is



We welcomed our next cohort of students on
Wednesday 7th July. Although sadly it was not possible to
replicate the in-person welcome that would have taken
place on this day, in true Nower Hill style, we gave our
new students a well-received substitute through a
Virtual Induction Day, providing helpful information to
students, parents and carers. The materials will be
available online until the end of term.

The Virtual Induction Day consists of speeches from key
staff, taster lesson activities, FAQs and a photo gallery. In
addition, we know how much the students want to see
their classrooms, so two of our current students take
them on a virtual tour of the school. Our new students
are even able to listen to our year group song, “I can see
clearly now”, which they we will be singing in assemblies
from September. Each student has been given a booklet
of activities to go alongside the online materials and we
look forward to seeing what they have produced in
September. Each student has also been gifted a novel to
read over the summer, with some activities to promote
literacy alongside it. We do hope they enjoy it!

We are very much looking forward to meeting our new
Year 7 students in September. We know that many of
them are disappointed that they have not been able to
come in, but we have planned lots of exciting events to
help them with the transition.

Mr Suthesh and Mr Ahern



Senior Student Leader Thank You Tea

On Monday 28th June, the 
outgoing Senior Student 
Leaders attended 
Afternoon Tea with the 6th

Form Team. 

The event allowed us to 
thank them for all their 
dedication and 
commitment whilst serving 
their Year group. Each 
Senior Student was 
presented with a book as a 
personal gift from the 6th

Form Team.



On Friday 2nd July, Year 13 finally got their traditional Leavers Assembly and much 
enjoyment was had by all. How many Film and TV Characters can you spot? One more 
event to go - The Prom is on Wednesday 21st July at Grims Dyke Golf Club!

After that, all that is left to do is wish this incredible Year group the very best of luck for 
Results Day on 10th August. 

Mr Carter

Year 13 Leavers’ Assembly

After Leavers’ Assembly - Farewell to a fantastic Year Group



After an extremely disrupted year, the Year 11s finally got to complete their expedition phase, albeit in a restricted
fashion, with a training day followed by an urban day walk to Bentley Priory, Stanmore.

The group of 100 students did an amazing job, engaging in the training tasks on the Friday which included navigational
training; camp stove training; first aid training and country code and expedition aims. This required a great amount of
teamwork, developing leadership and planning skills for their walk the next day. On the Saturday, the groups were
split into 16 walking groups, 8 heading North West and 8 heading North East from Nower Hill, all passing through the
historical Bentley Priory, before planning their routes back to Nower Hill where they were assessed on their outdoor
cooking skills.

The aims of the expedition were:

⮚To plan and execute a safe urban walk under restricted conditions
⮚To reflect on their lockdown experience and what benefits an urban walk can have on their well-being
⮚To document any historical places of interest on route

I am pleased to report that all the group met the conditions and did extremely well. Some would have chosen not to
continue under the conditions, but instead applied resilience and hard work to complete what they started 18 months
ago!



It goes without saying that in order to manage and deliver this event with such a large cohort of Duke of Edinburgh 
participants, we needed lots of help from many willing volunteers and 6th Form helpers over the two days. 

Special thanks to:
Mr Noone, Mr Regan, Mr Kennedy, Ms Serrao and Mr Mason for helping with the Training Day on Friday 25th June
Mr McCutcheon, Ms Cursons, Miss Zakharia and Ms Casades - our Assessors 
Mrs Williams, Miss Stivaros, Miss Unwin, Miss Eveleigh, Mr Carter, Mrs Watson, Ms Patel, Mr Regan, Ms Serrao, Miss 
Tailor, Mr Blain, Ms Masuria, Ms Manget, Mr Ismail and Mr Noone – our Saturday volunteers 

A BIG thank you also to the 6th Formers for their valuable support:
Akanksha Patel- 6BS, Abishah Sooriyakumar- 6NS, Payal Shah- 6BS, Wiwien Kucharska- 6KN, Nicole Pietzak- 6FS, Danielle 
Palmer- 6BH, Huda Karmoun- 6FH, Lucas Smith- 6BN, Shravani Chotai- 6BN, Negeena Nourali- 6GH, Kyie Hollingshead-
6NH, Lucas Smith- 6BN, Evie Watson- 6NN, Megan Bantleman- 6GN, Finn Shoulder- 6SH, Isaac Zheng- 6NN and Lorna 
Murray- 6NH

We now look forward to all our year 11s completing their sections by October half-term, so they can achieve the full 
Bronze award. 

Ian Parker-Leader of the D of E Award    Joel Suthesh-Ass Leader of the D of E Award    Ceri Anthony-D of E Administrator







Marginalisation of the homeless community in the UK 

By Deven Gorasia 7NN

The number of homeless people in the UK has increased for the tenth year in a row. As this number increases, the prejudice also increases. Most members of the public have this false 

vision that all rough sleepers abuse drugs or alcohol, therefore they’re on the street. But in reality, the truth is very different. Yes, some people might abuse drugs and alcohol, but 

they’re also people too. They feel emotions and are often lovely people, who are not given a voice. Who are not given the chance to speak out about how they have been sexually or 

physically abused day to day living life on the streets. No 7NN, they are shunned away because the government wants to give the false impression that the country is full of people 

who work and are happy, when in reality, the truth is far from that.

Marginalisation is when a person or group of people are segregated or looked down upon by society for one reason or another. This is usually due to these people being different. We 

can stop this happening by educating people and teaching them to accept everyone in society, no matter what ethnicity or race they are.

Being homeless presents problems most of us can’t imagine, as we have been fortunate enough to not experience having no safe place to call home. Imagine you’re lying on the hard, 

cold pavement open to the elements with barely the minimum you need to live. Then when you wake up, you discover all the things you can’t live without have been stolen from you 

whilst you slept. Furthermore, you can’t get any of them back until you’ve humiliated yourself for 3 days straight by begging from people who walk past you for money. How would 

you feel, if when someone looked at you, they looked at you with eyes of pure loathing and disgust? Or they just completely ignored your cry for help? You’re invisible. You feel 

empty. You’re nothing.

Most rough sleepers were in care from young ages due to variables beyond their control such as divorced parents or behavioural issues from when they were young. Going into care 

means the government is responsible for taking care of you because your primary care giver is inadequate to look after you. You are provided with the things you need to live. 

Although, this may sound great, the reality is that living in care is not always nice. Staff can sometimes be abusive and living conditions can often be dismal. 

After the age of 18, you are no longer eligible for care and you have to find your own feet to survive. This can often be hard for people who have come from a broken home and have 

to find a job without necessarily having as good an education as someone who has both their parents and can afford to go to a good university, or do further education in a subject. Or 

someone who has the safety net of a family and a family home to fall back on if things don’t work out. It can also be hard to find a home if you haven’t been taught how to become 

financially secure, such as learning about how credit scores work or learning how to budget for monthly costs against your monthly income. 

Landlords are also less inclined to let you rent a property if you’re on benefits which is in my opinion, is very unfair due to the fact you could be really good with making the payments 

in time, but as soon as a landlord sees you claiming benefits they put their nose up in the air and lose all interest in you.

There are many things that we can do 7NN which can make a difference, such as giving someone who is homeless food, or even saying hello to them as you walk by. Even something as 

small as giving them a smile can lighten their mood just a bit. Donating to food banks or soup kitchens can also help tremendously as they directly impact the lives of thousands of 

people daily.

Despite the marginalisation of this community, many people I know who have been homeless or close to it agree that you don’t really know how lucky you are until you’ve hit rock 

bottom. It has made them resilient and appreciate life more.

I want to leave you with some wise words which Mother Theresa said: “We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked and homeless. The poverty of being unwanted, 

unloved and uncared for is the greatest poverty. We must start in our own homes to remedy this kind of poverty.”

Thank you for listening. 

Year 7s were tasked with writing a speech based on the topic of marginalisation as part of their Shakespearean unit of study in

English. Deven in 7NN delivered a beautiful speech for his English QMA about marginalisation of the homeless community in the UK.

To witness someone at this young age speak so passionately and with compassion about a topic so close to home was phenomenal to

hear and definitely gave his Form some food for thought.



Year 12 On-site and Virtual Work Experience 
Monday 28th June – Friday 2nd July 2021

All our Year 12 students participated in a week’s work
experience at the end of June, which took place either
virtually or on-site with an employer. A large number of
students were fortunate to secure their own placement,
or a placement found by the school and had the
opportunity to work on-site for the week. The rest of the
students participated in an excellent virtual work
experience programme organised by CER, our work
experience provider.

All students benefited enormously from the week by
acquiring a breadth of knowledge and a wide range of
employability skills, as well as making contacts for the
future.

For the students who completed on-site work
experience, we received glowing reports from employers
who were impressed with how confident, polite and
skilled our students are. Well done to all the students
who took part - you are a credit to the school!



• Students were divided into their preferred career sector for the week and engaged with employers from these
sectors. They learned more from the employers about their chosen industry and the various roles within it and
completed a work-related task for the employer.

• At the end of most days, Year 12s had the opportunity to listen to more employers talking about their careers and
answering questions. Employers participated from various organisations such as BT, Vodafone, HCR
(International Law Firm), TJX, Alix Partners (Graphic Designer), Wellcome Trust and Public Health England. Thank
you to all employers who participated.

• Students were asked to present a 90 second “elevator pitch” about themselves, explaining why they would be
the best person to recruit for a job. At the end of each presentation, constructive feedback was provided to the
student.

• CV writing, developing a pathway plan, benefits of LinkedIn, skills and research tasks were also completed over
the 5 days, which helped increase students’ self-awareness and skills for future employability.

• The students all really enjoyed the experience and did exceptionally well. They were fully engaged, professional
and worked well both in teams and individually.

Year 12 Virtual Work Experience 
Monday 28th June – Friday 2nd July 2021



At the beginning of July, all Year 12 students enjoyed a week of events exploring their post 18
options and application processes. Students were also encouraged to develop their
employability and life skills for when they leave Nower Hill next summer.

Students visited Brunel University London, to hear informative talks about higher education and
to tour the campus and visit one of the halls of residence. Our students were very fortunate to
be the first group of students allowed on Brunel’s campus since restrictions eased.

Students also spent one morning in a UCAS personal statement workshop, which helped them
consider the courses they would like to study at university and how to begin structuring their
personal statements. The Year 12s were then able to conduct their own university research
and begin composing their personal statements.



As part of the Year 12 Life After Nower Hill Week, students participated in an
employability day, with the aim of developing their employability skills for the future
and learning some important life skills. Students enjoyed workshops on
apprenticeships with Ask Apprenticeships and a degree apprentice from SCS Railways,
Loans and Mortgages from the Personal Finance Society arm of the Chartered
Insurance Institute, Safer Driving from S.A.M.E Academy, Interview and Networking
Skills and Employability Skills from Pearson College London and a Q&A session with
Nower Hill alumni at varying stages of their careers or studies. The day was a great
success, with students engaging well with our visitors and learning valuable lessons for
their life beyond Nower Hill.



On Monday 19th July,  
Year 7 spent the afternoon 
on the top courts and 
extension field where they 
participated in fun events.  
The students and Form 
tutors thoroughly enjoyed 
the afternoon and 
appreciated ending a very 
hot day with an ice-cream 
treat



On Friday 16th July Year 8 
spent the afternoon on the 
extension field with pizza 
and ice-cream courtesy of 
our Jack Petchey winners. 
There were sports and 
games and some shade for 
relaxation.



The following students took part in the 

Reggae Ticket performance: 

Alexander, Olivia, Brandon, Imanii, Ka-

charian, Michael, Krish, Anish, Adhya, 

Sia & Mahi.

The final is on this Friday, we wish the 

best of luck to all students taking part!

https://youtu.be/o6zs90Gagz4

https://youtu.be/o6zs90Gagz4


On Thursday 15th July, The Music and Drama 
Department joined forces to bring together 
students from all year groups in an afternoon of 
Shakespearean dramatic and musical 
performances.

Although Parents were unfortunately unable to 
attend, the event was filmed by the Media 
Team, who have kindly posted the video on the 
school website for your viewing pleasure.

In the true spirit of Summer, all performers were 
rewarded with an ice cream.

A big well done to all students and staff who 
made this possible, and we look forward to 
welcoming Parents back as soon as possible.



A huge well done and thank you to 
students who participated in the 
Summer Arts Festival for gifting us with 
such a wholesome evening of laughs, 
singing and of course, ART!  Here are a 
few pictures of some of our incredibly 
talented performers. We are SO proud 
of you!

The Drama and Music Department.



The Nightmare in Reality by Manoj Gonuguntla

Manoj has begun 

writing his own 

adventure story! 

Here is a sneak 

preview of the 

writing so far. If you 

would like to read 

more, we will be 

uploading it to ‘The 

Writer’s Corner’.

The first obstacle was easily avoided as Heath jumped over the steps and

dodged the foam balls with the footwork of a ninja. But going down the

tip of doom, Heath missed his footing and caught himself on a book;

dropping down feet first. Heath was unable to control the fall and he

tumbled down the last step until it all went dark. The torch must have

shattered on impact. Heath was defenceless and sensed a presence

coming. It was the mighty beast of Hello, a land that consists of the

sinister sitting room, the dingy dining room and the slumber chamber of

the beast, the conjuring kitchen. The tail of the tall beast wrapped around

the corner; the sharp talons of the menacing beast gripped the carpet. The

blood shot eyes of the nefarious beast pierced his armour and defeat was

imminent...

We would like to begin by sharing some wonderful creative writing from Manoj Gonugunthla in 8BN 
and Cole Ellenbogen, Magnus Aitkin and Leon Li in 7GH. The boys have been inspired to write stories 
this half term. Having read short extracts of both stories, I must admit that it has been very hard to 
put them down!

Well done boys!



The Manuscript by Cole Ellenbogen, Magnus Aitkin and Leon Li

The boys have begun 

writing the most 

incredible story! I 

would not do it 

justice if I tried to 

explain the premise 

and therefore, I will 

allow the 

phenomenal writing 

to speak for itself!

Pain. The only thing left in the world, warlords and tyrants dominate the

continent of Yimreth. The common folk, the peasants, the slaves of all the

kingdoms are united with one thing; the wish for a hero. But that age

seems long gone, the age of darkness has come. However, a dim light still

illuminates in the hearts of many. That dim light which will become a great

roaring fire, happens to be in a cave in the outskirts of Sumtorth.

“Pareia, did you hear that?” said Polyxio

No? All I hear is trickling water.” replied Pareia. The curious wood elves

crept their way inch by inch, step by step towards the strange noise. What

could it be? At the turn of a corner, all would be revealed in an abandoned

chamber known to the ancients as ‘The Wiltzfirh Ao Kurzm’. Inside this

room lay an infant, who had the pointed ears of wood elves but the silvery

blue eyes of high elves and the dark skin of a drow elf. What was this

monstrosity? What was this celestial being doing here, in a cave on the

outskirts of the small town of Sumtorth?



Pareia and Polyxio cautiously walked closer; they both spoke out their thoughts. “Impossible!”, they both

said in unison.

“Polyxio! Polyxio! We’ve always wanted a child, haven't we?” spoke Pareia with an ecstatic tingle in her

voice.

“Not one like this! And anyway someone probably put it here for a reason,” bellowed Polyxia with a stern

look in her eyes and a slight look of disgust as she looked at the sleeping baby.

“No, Polyxio this is a blessing, a gift from Dreris, arsurinya Ath Tel’Threan (goddess of the hunt). Do not

deny her charity! We shall cherish him till the end of days!” said Pareia who had a flurry of passion

emanating from every word. “ Fine then, fine” mumbled Polyxio with an annoyed look imprinted on her

face. The 2 elves looked around the room, curious as to why a baby would be in the cave. After a couple

minutes they found something, strange, very strange. The wall had strange markings much like elvish but

different in every way. It was a language only ancient people knew, a language so old not even the eternal

drow kings could speak...

The Manuscript by Cole Ellenbogen, Magnus Aitkin and Leon Li



It has recently been brought to the English department's 
attention that there is a published writer among our 
fantastic Year 7 cohort!

Adil Ahmed, 7NH, has an author credit to his name. Adil
and his brother, Aidan, took part in a collaborative book 
writing experiment, led by writer, radio-presenter and 
comedian: Steven Vinacour.

Not only did they receive a writing credit but also featured 
in the book as their own characters, the Gemini Men!

Extract from Amazon Summary:

Before you start reading, this book needs to 
be explained. Otherwise, you won’t know 
what’s going on. Actually, even if I do 
explain it, the chances are you won’t know 
what’s going on and there’s a very good 
reason for that!
My name is Steven Vinacour and I am an 
author. I wrote Ted & His Time-Travelling 
Toilet. Mid-way through a promotional 
school’s tour, lockdown began and we were 
all forced inside. During my tour I would run 
unstructured creative writing sessions in 
classrooms which seemed to go really well 
and so, I decided to set up a daily on-line 
show whereby the viewers would come up 
with all the ideas and I would put them 
together and create a story. I was expecting 
a few viewers and a nice simple story to 
work with.
Every day, I would write a few pages, stop 
the action and ask the viewers to come up 
with what happens next. Thousands of 
ideas came in and I tried my best to include 
as many as I could, which is why the story 
became crazier and crazier. The characters 
were weird, the story was nuts and the 
ideas were strange. But, it kind of works 
and this is what we collectively created. 

Click the link to see it live on Amazon!
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08BZQ5CCW/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08BZQ5CCW/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08BZQ5CCW/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1


Well done to all Year 7 and Year 8 historians for all their incredible work this year. Below are
two examples of excellent work that two Year 7 students produced for our new unit on
Mughal India.



Computer Studies Faculty

Our Year 7s have been busy programming with Scratch this term, creating their own Pacman
style games. They have been introduced to various different key topics in Programming such as
Iteration, Selection and Variables. Students will continue to develop their programming skills in
Year 8 where we will introduce them to HTML, CSS, JavaScript and Python.



A programme to calculate the hours slept per week and month A programme that gives a different output depending on 
the speed you enter

Computer Studies Faculty

Year 8s have been programming in Python this half term. Although some students have found
it tricky at times, their resilience allowed them to overcome some of theses challenges to
create various different programs like those seen below. For any students who wish to develop
their programming skills further over the summer holidays, please go onto our G- Suite Snakes
& Ladders page in the Computer Studies Directory, where you will find additional resources.



We’ve got the Power! - 21st July

The Science 
department organised 
for The Royal 
Institution to come in 
to do a science show 
for Year 8 on the 21st 
July.



Year 12 Biology Field Work
On the mornings of Tuesday 13th, Wednesday 14th and Friday 15th July, our Year 12 biologists were involved in
conducting some field work at Chicheley Gardens, in place of the annual field trip to Dorset this year. This
practical requirement allowed them to investigate different plant species and to calculate the biodiversity of
different areas of the park. They thoroughly enjoyed their time there and made the most of this opportunity
to put their learning into practice.



Our sincere congratulations to all of them!

• Finn (6SH) Gold (top 5%)

• Oliver (6FS) Silver (top 15%)

• Elliot (6GH) Silver (top 15%)

• Ben (6KH) Silver (top 15%)

• Megan (6GN) Bronze (top 30%)

• Jadon (6NS) Bronze (top 30%)

• Nima (6SN) Bronze (top 30%)

A massive well done also goes to Lara (6KH), Anjali (6GS), Aingkaran (6BS), 

Saaju (6NS) and Daljit (6SS) for taking part in this challenging competition. 

Year 12 British Biology Olympiad
Twelve of our most exceptional Year 12 A-Level biologists were selected to compete in the ‘Intermediate 
Biology Olympiad’ on Thursday 10th June. This highly challenging competition is designed to recognise 
excellence in young biologists and is completed by some of the best Biology students nationally, with a total 
of 8875 students taking part this year. Our students really did us and themselves proud. All those who 
competed were awarded certificates, commending their participation, and some of the most outstanding 
achievements of our students are noted below. 



The culinary skills of our Year 7 SE group were all too evident in our Food Tech department last Friday, as the heavenly aroma of
baked cookies enveloped all those staff and students passing Miss Oliver’s door.

Under the latter’s watchful eye, the students worked with great focus, and the fruit of their labour was a range of delicious cookies
that left every well-known cookie brand in its wake.

In the course of their work, the students brought all their maths skills to bear for calculating times and ingredients measurements,
as well as using their literacy and presentation skills to deliver instructions to the class.

Even more noticeable was the support that students were willing to offer each other throughout. For anyone that knows the Year 7
SE group, this comes as no surprise, but simply exemplified the cooperative and considerate nature of the group, and the excellent
team spirit that pervades within it.

The Year 7’s generosity in offering their cookies to other staff and students alike, also bears witness to this sense of generosity and
unselfishness.

Anyone lucky enough to have sampled the cookies will no doubt be hoping the next baking day isn’t too far away.

And it’s guaranteed that the students will have no trouble finding volunteer tasters……….



Nower Hill’s Year 7 SE students recently hosted a highly informative presentation from the
RSPCA on animal welfare. Philip Heyes, an Animal Rescue Officer, kindly visited the school
and provided a comprehensive explanation of the role played by the RSPCA in promoting an
awareness of how we should care for our pets, and indeed, animals in general.
Following his presentation, Philip fielded questions from our Year 7s on a diverse range of
topics. Aside from the Year 7s knowledge of animal welfare issues, the RSPCA official was
deeply impressed by our students’ compassion for animals of every kind.
At the end of the session, Philip provided the Year 7s with a range of resources which
offered insights into the role of the RSPCA, animal-specific care strategies, and advice on
ways in which the general public can help combat the ill-treatment of animals that,
unfortunately, still exists today.
However, if the current generation of young people across the country share a scintilla of
the values, care, and humanity demonstrated by the Year 7 SE students, we can look forward
with confidence to a time when our animals are in the safest of hands.



“I really enjoyed it and the fact that teachers put time and effort to organise it 
was great. I think we should have something like this again!”  
Shawg Alanezi 9BN 

This half term, our Year 9 students took part in a fantastic workshop that helped them combine elements 
of both poetry and rap to create their very own lyrical masterpiece! We thank the lovely team at Rap 
Therapy for coming into school to create such a fun, engaging and informative workshop that had students 
engaged from beginning to end.

“The workshop was really fun, interactive and informative. Although there were different activities, it was the rapping that I 
enjoyed most. I am glad I took part as I had the opportunity to be creative, something that makes me very proud!” 
Vanessa Andrews 9FH



During National Sports Week 2021, each PE class tried a new and exciting sport which is not
offered on the National Curriculum. Some of the sports that we taught included: goalball,
kin ball, ultimate Frisbee, boxercise and spike ball.



During the week of 12th - 16th July we held a
Form competition week, where forms entered
2 mixed teams into rounders tournaments.
Enthusiasm and participation was fantastic
across the board.

During England’s 
fantastic run in the 
Euro’s this year, we held 
a Sports Report 
Competition, for any 
budding journalists 
across all Year groups. 

We are pleased to 
announce that after a 
fantastic report on 
England’s victory over 
Denmark, the winning 
entry is Lara Ozdemi
7GN.



Jaziba Mahmood 8GNDiya Lail 8KH

Hana Didik 8KH

Year 8 students have enjoyed creating and presenting quizzes and designing board games for their PRE 
homework project.  They have used some excellent quotes and key terms. Below are some examples;



Riya Parkin 8NH and Riana Shah
Jenga inspired board game

Erin Fern , Teigan Browne, Kavi Solanki, 
Eleina Mahmud in 8KH focused their 
game on a journey along the River 
Ganges.

Saleem Farhat 8NH



y
During the weekend, Miss Bailey, our Maths
teacher and Year 7 Form Tutor, competed in the 
England Senior Athletics Championships where she 
came 4th in pole vault with a jump of 3.90m. This 
was an exciting opportunity for her to compete 
against such high-level athletes and the weather 
made it all the more enjoyable! 

If you have time over the 
summer holidays, be sure to 
watch Holly Bradshaw, GB’s 
best female pole vaulter, 
compete at the Olympic 
Games in Tokyo!



Have arrived

OUR ONLINE LIBRARY BOOKS ARE READY TO BE DOWNLOADED!

• Log into the Student Google Suite

• Scroll down to the     icon

• Click on it

• Choose your book 

• Download & Enjoy!



We bring you good news of 2 ex-Nower Hill students, Chris Andoh and Ricky 
Walters, who have made a tremendous success of themselves in the worlds of 
music production and hairdressing – do have a look at the links below to read their 
stories. It is a timely reminder, when our Year 11 and 13 students are taking the 
next steps on their career journeys, that there is something out there for 
everyone. Whether you are going on to 6th Form, college, university or an 
apprenticeship, we are all unique in terms of our skills and talents and there is a 
success story out there for us all! 

https://www.musictech.net/features/interviews/stormzy-producer-chris-andoh-
vossi-bop/

https://www.salon64.co.uk/team/

https://www.musictech.net/features/interviews/stormzy-producer-chris-andoh-vossi-bop/
https://www.salon64.co.uk/team/


Nower Hill High School has collaborated with Flair, the team who aim to build a
culture where all ethnicities can thrive.

Staff and student surveys were recently conducted and we look forward, with
anticipation, to see the results of these surveys. The organisation will help us to
understand if and how we are affected by racial issues in school. They focused their
questions on the following key areas: Racial Awareness, Racial Diversity, Racist
Behaviours and Racial Inclusion-Barriers.

The results will be shared with our school community in the Autumn and we hope to
have a greater understanding of experiences and decisions, with the ultimate hope of
seeing a positive change.

We will then invite our parents and carers to share their views, so please watch this
space to find out more in the Autumn term.



Student Voice Society
The Student Voice Society meets every second
Thursday afternoon, and continues to welcome new
members.

Apart from enjoying a platform to discuss current
issues relating to school, they have recently
achieved the following:

● Consulted and contributed to a
comprehensive protocol and guide for
students to report bullying, peer on peer
abuse and harmful sexual behaviours. This
will be appear in the student planners for
next academic year and should prove a
valuable resource for students, as it is in a
handy Q&A style, answering all the questions
that students may wonder about prior to
reporting an incident.

● They have also produced a leaflet regarding
their work for parents and carers, which will
be shared prior to the end of term.

The Student Voice Society is looking forward
to further proactive work in the new academic
year to advance work on issues relating to
diversity.



Wellbeing has always been such an important focus
area here at Nower Hill. Returning in September
after the first lockdown, we ensured that this year
it was a greater focus than ever. The whole school
community have worked together over the past
year to ensure that we continued to prioritise our
students’ wellbeing. See below a snapshot of some
of our highlights from the past year.

After the first lockdown we saw the benefits on
how technology could be used positively to support
students with their wellbeing. One of our first tasks
was to launch our Wellbeing page, with a plethora
of resources on a range of topics relevant to the
needs of our students. We added “Help” resources
to give support both in school and out of school.
Our students have greatly benefited from this page,
and throughout the year they have been central to
the decisions we made on the new topics that we
should add. We look forward to building on this
success and further expanding this page over the
course of next year.

We recruited our first set of Wellbeing
Ambassadors from Year 7 to 10. Although this was
disrupted by the bubbles and school closure, we
were still able to meet with them over the course
of the year and gain their voice and views. We were
pleased to hear the many great things that we
were already doing which they were grateful for,
but more importantly they gave us suggestions to
continue to do better. We were able to put much of
this in place in the Summer Term. We look forward
to recruiting a new set of Ambassadors in the new
year.



Our 6th Form Wellbeing Representatives have done such
an amazing job this year. One of the first tasks they had
was to record virtual assemblies for all year groups back in
September. Throughout the year they have contributed
their ideas on some of the different awareness days that
we have celebrated. During the school closure in January,
they put together tips to support with online learning that
was shared. We want to thank them again for all their
hard work this year, and wish them all the best for the
future. We will be introducing our new reps in September.

During the school closure earlier this year, we launched
our School Closure Support page, which was an add-on to
our Wellbeing Page. This page was full of tips and advice
to support students whilst working at home. Our prefects
provided motivational quotes to help keep all of us going.
On top of this, many of our Form Tutors used Weekly
Check In forms to check in with pupils and give them the
support that they needed.

In December, we launched our very first Nower Hill
Advent Calendar. It was a pleasure to see our students
and lots of our staff taking part in mini challenges on the
lead up to Christmas, spreading joy and positivity. This will
be back by popular demand.

Throughout the year, we celebrated many Awareness
occasions. In October we celebrated World Mental Health
Day, where our 6th Form Reps put together some
resources to discuss during registration. During Children’s
Mental Health Week, we loved seeing our students
expressing themselves in different ways. For Mental
Health Week, we secured nearly 100 entries for our Year 7
Poster Competition. We will continue to promote and
focus on these over the course of next year.



The Daffon Wellbeing Hub, a safe and friendly
environment, continues to flourish. We run multiple
workshops for our students who are put forward by their
Year Co-ordinator. This term we started drop in sessions
for students to come in and talk about anything they like.
Our School Counsellor , Ms Standish, continues to meet
with students to support them. Our Medical Team, led by
Sister Quinn and Mrs Maher, continue to be on hand to
assist our students and be there if students ever need a
chat. Our Student Wellbeing Co-ordinator, Mr Suthesh,
works alongside staff and students to continue to
promote Wellbeing across the school.

When students returned after the second school closure,
we relaunched our Helping Hands poster to continue to
remind our students of all the support that they can
access at school. Our new poster will appear around the
school and Form rooms from September.

The staff mentioned above are currently putting together
a video to promote all the support that is available for
students here at Nower Hill. This will be shown to all year
groups in September.

Wellbeing is such an important agenda and this is
reflected in our Nower Hill community. We look forward
to building on the success of this year and continue to
nurture and maintain our mental health and wellbeing
across the school.



E-Safety Blog

Online Safety in the next academic year

We are pleased to share with you our new Online Safety Agreement 
poster, which will be displayed in all Form Tutor bases during the 
next academic year.

We will be highlighting and making very clear to students our 
expectations regarding online behaviour.

Sadly, too much time is still spent investigating incidents where poor 
judgements have been made, and often resulting in others being 
negatively affected.

For this reason, we wanted a consistent and clear message to 
students; we would be most appreciative if our families could also 
reinforce this with their children by going through the attached 
poster with them, or possibly even printing a copy for home.



Sporting 
Facilities

Indoor cricket nets

Netball

Astro turf pitches

Tennis
courts

Gym

Classrooms
Tuition and 
meetings

Main
Hall

Dancing 
and 
parties

Wedding
Receptions

Family / Friends 
Celebrations

Productions 
and 

concerts

Meetings

Available from 
September 2021

For more information, 
please see our website

‘Hire Our facilities’

Drama and 
Dance studio

Eating area and small 
kitchen


