
Dear Parents and Carers
We have made it! In my 30 years of teaching, I don’t think I have ever known a term quite like it, but thanks to the immense support
of our staff, governors, parents and children, we have managed to keep the school open to all Year groups and maintained
attendance levels significantly above the national average. We should be justifiably proud of what we have achieved as a school
community and my thanks to everyone who has played their part in helping us to continue the education of our children.
I am very grateful to every single member of staff at Nower Hill; we have all had to adapt our working practices this year and at
times, the effort to maintain a safe school has felt relentless. Our students have been fantastic: adapting to new routines without
complaint; showing cooperation and courtesy at all times; and enduring classroom temperatures that would please a penguin! We
have also been incredibly impressed with their hard work and resilience, demonstrated by their progress and determination to make
up for any lost learning. As you may know, we have recently completed our mock GCSE and A Level examinations, with an
impressive 5090 papers being sat; the students have done themselves proud and conducted themselves impeccably throughout
their examinations.

With all the restrictions that COVID brings, we have been disappointed to have seen so little of our parents and carers this year: we
would usually enjoy meeting you on a number of occasions, not least the parent/teacher evenings and the Christmas concerts. That
said, we have had some very positive feedback about our virtual parents’ evenings and I hope that you have managed to find time
to watch the Christmas Concert on line. I can’t tell you how wonderful it was to hear the students playing music in the school hall
again earlier this month. I know it’s not quite the same, and you will just have to imagine the taste of Mrs Johnson’s famous
cheeseboard, but I do hope the on-line version of our concert will help you to feel a little festive joy.



We hope that the children will have had a fun final day at school today and enjoyed our now traditional staff panto (we 
certainly enjoyed recording it!) and a rather interesting version of Band Aid’s ‘Do they know its Christmas’ (thank goodness 
for Autotune!) My thanks to all colleagues who in the midst of probably the most pressurised term we have ever had, still 
found the time to create these experiences for the children and bring some much needed fun!

On a final note, I would like to thank all in the school community who embody our school motto, ‘Service not Self’ and in the
midst of what has proved to be a very difficult period for young people, have put others first and partaken in some excellent
charitable work – you can read more about this further on in the News. Our young people never cease to impress me and I 
thank every one of them who has contributed to the welfare of others in whatever way this year.

May I close by thanking you all for your support of the school this year and wish you and your families a very happy, peaceful 
Christmas break. Here’s to better times ahead in 2021 – stay positive and stay well!

Louise Voden

Headteacher



Virtual Christmas Concert – let the music play on!
A smile was brought to the face of us all in the first week of 
December when music could be heard once again in the school hall. 
Having practised for weeks in their different sections and in Year 
group bubbles, our Nower Hill musicians came together, socially 
distanced of course, to record the Christmas concert. They sounded 
fantastic and managed to record the whole concert in one morning. 
We were absolutely delighted to receive some emails from parents 
that evening telling us what a boost it had given their children to 
perform again. I think all of us who heard our musicians rehearsing 
that day would most definitely agree with this sentiment! Our 
thanks to the Music department for our lovely Christmas concert 
and for helping to bring a little bit of normality back to Nower Hill 
life again.



It’s the staff panto – Oh no it isn’t! Oh yes it is! 
So we couldn’t do it live on 
stage this year, but that 
didn’t stop us having 
plenty of fun recording the 
staff panto and streaming 
it at the end of school 
today to all classes. A 
topically adapted telling of 
Sleeping Beauty, wittily 
written by our very own 
Mrs Atkinson, provided 
plenty of laughs and a bit 
of traditional 
entertainment at the end 
of a long term. We do hope 
that the students enjoyed 
watching it as much as we 
enjoyed performing it!



Year 11 Rise to the Mocks Challenge
After an unpredictable start to the term, Year 11 have completed their

GCSE mock exams, earning themselves a well deserved Christmas

break.

Year Coordinators; Mr Ahern and Mrs Mainwaring set the year group a

challenge to ‘RISE’ to their full potential, and Year 11s record-breaking

Commitment to Learning score at Tracking Point A certainly shows they

are on their way up!

During the mock exam period, which started on 2nd December, the year

group has shown impressive commitment, diligence and resilience

during uncertain times. Led by Ms Campbell, the Exams team

facilitated 61 GCSE mock exams across multiple venues to provide

students with the invaluable opportunity to practise for the real thing.

We are very proud of them all and wish them a restful and safe break!



Nower Hill Advent Calendar 2020
The lead up to Christmas is a fun and 
exciting time, but it’s also a busy 
period that may make some children 
and young people feel anxious and 
stressed.

This year, at Nower Hill we launched 
our very own Advent Calendar, which 
allowed us to countdown to the 
festive holidays by taking 5 minutes 
each day to do an activity that boosts 
our wellbeing.

This also provided an opportunity for 
pupils to learn activities and exercises 
that will help them look after their 
mental health.



Our Wellbeing G- Suite Page is full of lots of tips and advice on various topics, with a range of 

activities for students to try. Students can request a counselling appointment and seek various 

help resources, even out of school hours. There is an option to report a bullying concern, that 

students can access. Be sure to check this out. 



Christmas Card Design Winner
We had 35 entries for the Christmas card design competition. The cards were printed on card and Ms Cursons and her English class wrote lovely 
messages in them for the elderly residents who attend Milman’s Day Care Centre and Betjeman Close.

The standard of card design was excellent with a great range of colour and Christmas themed images. The winning card had a beautiful and very 

intricate pop-up design. Well done to all and congratulations to our winner, Arissa in 8SN.



Christmas Jumper Day a very festive and colourful event.



Christmas Jumper Day was a great success with so many students 

and staff wearing their favourite Christmas jumper. Thank you to all 

who supported this charity day for Save the Children.



It was very moving to hear the wishes being read out by our Year 7s. The power of commonality is often ignored. We all wish for and 

hope for the same things in our lives. This commonality binds our school community and all communities. May I wish you a happy 

and restful Christmas break and that we return to a brighter Spring future. Mr Nagle 

School Wishing Trees 



Thank you to all parents/carers who have 

signed up to the SIMS Parent App.

If you have not yet activated your account, you will shortly receive a new invitation 
email from noreply@sims.co.uk with instructions and new activation code (Please 
remember to check your SPAM/Junk folders.) Please then follow the instructions to 
register for an account.

If you already have a child at another school that is using the SIMS Parent app, you 
should not have to re-register. Simply log in using the same email address (and 
email provider) and password as you did when you first registered and Nower Hill 
should show as a drop down for you in the top right hand corner.

SIMS do not have an option for Yahoo email accounts so please choose another 
method of registration - the list is below for the accounts you can choose.

If you have activated your account but not yet registered, then please navigate 
to www.sims-parent.co.uk to log in or download the app from the Apple or Google 
App Stores. Then sign in by clicking on the provider that you registered with from 
the top row of small icons as seen below. (Please ignore the SIMS box on the far left 
as this will not work.)

Please do not click on the ‘Activate Your Account’ box if you have already 
registered as this is only for those who haven’t signed up yet and need a 
activation email.

If you have any further queries, please email 

data@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk
FAO Beejal Tailor (Data Manager)

http://www.sims-parent.co.uk/
mailto:data@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk


Gristwood Building Changing Rooms Project  
As you are probably aware, the
students have had to come to
school in their PE kits when they
have a sports lesson this year,
due to the latest guidance on the
use of changing rooms and our
current facilities not having been
built for the number of children
we now have. As part of our site
development plans, the school
has committed £750,000 to build
new changing rooms, and we are
delighted to share with you the
progress of the project. Our new
build will provide the students
with the modern, airy facilities
that they deserve and I am sure,
will really appreciate.



Festive season hi-vis Zebra Crossing Patrol, 

Mr Bharj

In addition to his hi-vis jacket, 

Mr Bharj was also wearing his 

Christmas jumper complete with 

flashing fairy lights. He has also 

added super bright LED lights to 

his stop sign. This makes him 

extra visible on dark and misty 

mornings. Thanks to his work 

we are all a lot safer. Have a 

Merry, hi-vis Christmas!

Mr Nagle 



YEAR 7 NEWS
How quickly does time fly. We have now 

come to the end of the first term for our 

Year 7 students and are extremely 

impressed with their perseverance, 

resilience and how well they have settled 

at Nower Hill High School 

This term our students have been very 

busy in their lessons working extremely 

hard in both their classwork and 

homework, which you will be able to see 

from their Tracking Point A report sent via 

inTouch or SIMs Parent App. At the end of 

this term, Year 7 as a cohort received 

29, 059 achievement points. An amazing 

feat that beat our first target of 20,000! 

We have had over 130 students receiving 

their 100 Conduct Badge and 316

students receiving their 50 Badge this 

term. We continue to hope to see such an 

excellent progress in the New Year. 

Charity Collection 

Year 7 really rose to the challenge of being charitable 

and supporting the collection for the homeless. We 

managed as a school to collect two shopping trollies 

full of essential items with our year collecting 

toothbrushes and toothpaste (Mr Latif and Mrs 

Sahadow have never seen so many toothbrushes in 

their lives!) We collected well over 300 items! We 

thank you for being so kind and remembering those 

who are less fortunate than ourselves during this 

winter. The generosity of this charity will definitely go 

a long way not only for those in nee, but also in 

terms of character building for our students. 



THE TERM AHEAD FOR YEAR 7

We look forward to welcoming Year 7 back in the Spring Term in January 

in their complete Winter Uniform, just like the term before. We will be 

starting the new term in Week 1 

Going into the new term, as a supportive measure we will run a Year 

Coordinator Homework Club week beginning 11th January 2021. We will 

be in contact if we feel that your child would benefit from attending this club 

based on their Tracking Point A data.   

On behalf of the Year 7 Team, we wish all those celebrating a very merry 

Christmas and a joyful break for all families.

Mr Latif and Mrs Sahadow 



6th Form Harvest Collection

Senior Student Leaders Phoebe, Alex, 

David and Tommy delivered a fantastic 

151.kg of donations to Harrow Food Bank 

on your behalf on the last Friday of half 

term! 

This almost doubled the amount raised by 

the 6th Form last year. Well done to you 

all!!

Through your generous gifts, the Food 

Bank are able to help local people in crisis.



Armistice Service at Nower Hill High School.

On Wednesday11th November, the whole school community commemorated 

Armistice Day.

Years 7, 8 and the 6th Form stood in the playground for the two minute silence, 

following which Dylan played the Last Post for the whole school to hear.

Years 9, 10 and 11 who were in lessons stood behind their seats in silence, 

whilst on the screens they could view a short presentation about the various 

nations who were involved in WW1.

In past years, the Head Girl and Boy would lay the school wreath at the Pinner 

War Memorial but this did not happen this year.

In the photo you see Head Girl, Alice and Head Boy, Rajesh holding the school 

wreath. Also shown is Dylan, an excellent trumpet player, who has played the 

Last Post for the past three years.

The display behind them commemorates students who attended Headstone 

Lane School, as it was known then, who lost their lives in WW2.

Poppy Appeal 2020
We collected an amazing total of £270 this year 
for the British Legion Poppy Appeal. This is £72 
more than last year.
Thank you to all who donated to the Poppy 
appeal.



In November, 43 of our GCSE Astronomy students from Years 9 and 10 took part in the Junior Astro Challenge Competition set by
the University of Oxford. 

This competition was specifically designed to engage and challenge students by offering them a range of Astronomy associated 
problems to solve. 

We were the only school nationally to have such a large cohort compete and all of our students were awarded either Bronze, 
Silver or Gold certificates. 

65% of our results were in line with or above the national average for this competition. The highest achieving student in this 
category nationally (out of 621 students), was Pranav Shah (Year 10) and 40% of our Year 10 students who had taken part last year 
were awarded higher certificates this year. Dhruv Assani (Year 10) was also awarded Gold.  It is worth noting that of the 33 schools 
taking part, only 11 were state community schools, the others all being independent, selective schools. 

The Year 9 students were particularly impressive as despite having started the course quite recently, 3 of them were awarded Gold 
certificates (Vivaan, Abdul-Rahman and Shreya) and 6 of them were awarded Silver certificates.

A massive well done to all our students who did us and themselves proud!



Design and Technology 
News:

KS3 students used their 
knowledge of the 3D 

Design Program 
‘TinkerCad’ to create a 

Christmas decoration to 
post to an elderly person 

who might be feeling 
isolated during the 
Christmas holiday 

period. The brief was 
that the design ought to 
be no thicker than 3mm, 

to be printed using 
bioplastic so as not to 
harm the environment 

and to be able to be 
hung as a tree 

decoration.  The winner 
was Lily Smith 8SN –

Well done!



In the Science Department we have been excited to be 
able to introduce some experimental work for our 
students since returning in September.
These Year 12 Chemists are carrying out a required 
practical involving reflux, distillation and a separating 
funnel.
Every year group has some practical work planned for 
them.



. Winner : Alexandru 

Reason for award : Alexandru is a 

incredibly considerate and 

generous member of his form. His 

dedication to Nower Hill and its 

events are well above that of 

anyone in Year 11. Alexandru gets 

along with everyone and he always 

has a very positive attitude.

Jack Petchey Winners
Winner : Grace 

Reason for award : Kindness is a strength! 

So Grace must be one of the strongest 

people around. There seems to be no limit to 

the extent to which she is willing to help 

others. Whether it be teachers, young 

students, peer students or those in need 

within the wider community. She makes no 

fuss, seeks no reward but is such an example 

to all. 

Winner : Abdullah 

Reason for award

Abdullah has been working hard this year 

both in class and with his homework. He is 

maturing into a positive and involved 

member of the school community. Well 

done on excellent progress. 



Literacy

A huge well done to all of our Year 7 

students that participated in ‘The Boy at The 

Back of the Classroom’ competition. 

Students had to design a front cover for the 

book and write their own blurb. There were 

some fantastic entries, with colourful 

illustrations and detailed blurbs! 

Our winners were:

Sharanya Sonthalia 7GH

Stefan Petriuc 7KN

Lara Ozdemir 7GN

Congratulations!

Well done to every student that took the time to 

participate and show off their incredible talent:

Anjali Mehra

Julia Kowalska

Yago Mechahougui Vicente

Kavin Mehta

Valesha Patel

Olivia Bass

Amisha Katwa

Apernah Sooriyakumar

Jeevna Manandhar

Khiya Pindoria

Lakshita Singhadia

Abbey Wilbraham

Zara Motiwala

Amour Weekes

Meghana Allamraju

Aarushi Jasani

Samay Mistry

Somya Vijay



Thank you to Amel Echikr for writing such a powerful poem, inspired by our Year 9 unit on ‘writing from 

around the globe’.  The theme was ‘freedom’.

On the delicate dunes of the Sahara, I think 

back

I think back, I think back, I think back

And I think back to the past.

To all of these trials that I had to overcome, 

to all those who took away my freedom.

Sometimes I rethink, I try hard, try hard to 

forget.

When I think about it, a tear of sadness, a 

tear of fear, a tear instinctively runs down 

my face,

I try to hold back,

To hold back this tear desperate to fall,

But I cannot.

I can’t hold onto this sadness, mixed with hate.

How do I get rid of this heavy and invasive 

burden?

I still ask myself the question, hoping one day to 

find the answer.

This memory for me leaves a bitter taste in my 

mouth:

Unpleasant and painful.

You stay with me, you haunt me.

You make me sad, melancholy, miserable, 

downcast, sinister, hateful. Why are you still here?

Why don’t you go?

So many questions that you do not answer, you.

You, hateful memory.



Year 8 Students Send Climate Change Letters to our 
Local MP

As part of a Science lesson on the effects of Climate
Change, several students from 8BN drafted letters to
Gareth Thomas MP, the local Member of Parliament, to
express their concerns about the negative effects of the
warming climate on our environment.

The students utilised reference materials to discuss the
negative impacts as well as a number of possible solutions
that could contribute to reducing our impact on the
planet.

The draft letters were read by our Year 12 STEM
Ambassadors and the top 3 were chosen to send off to Mr
Thomas, written by Martha Elmer, Rayaan Merali and
Himani Hareshkumar. These were sent via email in the
penultimate week of term and we eagerly await his
response.



Computer Studies 
Faculty

In computing,  Year 7 have been studying Modelling and Simulation through our 

MySpace unit this term.

They have been using SketchUp to create their own houses, museums, stadiums and 

more. We have been very impressed by all their efforts. On top of all this, they have 

been using Flowol, to create some simulation.

In December, we launched a House Competition, that allowed students to redesign 

Nower Hill. We have had so many creative and innovative entries. Keep your eye out 

for the next edition of the Nower Hill News, as we will be announcing our winners.



Computer Studies 
Faculty

Through our Introduction to Programming unit this term,  Year 8 have been 

busy creating their own webpages on New Zealand, using HTML, CSS and 

JavaScript. This has enabled them to create webpages that include formatted 

information, images and hyperlinks.

Furthermore, we have introduced them to some different GCSE Computer 

Science topics, such as Variables, Iteration and Algorithms.

Although, it is a challenging unit, we have been impressed by their hard work, 

determination and effort throughout the unit.



Former Nower Hill Student, David Anthony
David Anthony, a former Nower Hill student, was recently featured in the 
Amazon 2020 Christmas advert ‘The Show Must Go On’, filmed in Slovenia.

"This was an amazing experience as it was my first global advert. However, I 
wouldn’t have this opportunity if it wasn’t for the amazing drama department 
at Nower Hill. It was Ms. Kitchen and Ms. Gardner who first believed in my 
ability and therefore sent me to do work experience with Complicite Theatre 
Group. From there I was introduced to my current agent and have been 
auditioning for roles ever since," said David.

"The selection process for this role was tough, as due to the current pandemic 
it was over Zoom, however all my auditions went smoothly which I can only be 
thankful for. This is an experience I won’t forget as it allowed me to further 
develop my craft and get used to being on camera. I hope this is only the 
beginning as I have a lot left to achieve".

Staff at Nower Hill were delighted to hear that David is doing so well in his 
acting pursuits and thrilled he was featured in such a high profile 
advertisement.

To view the advert please click here.

David is currently studying politics with philosophy at Royal Holloway 
university.

Nower Hill would like to take this opportunity to congratulate David on his 
achievement and wish him the very best with his future endeavours.

https://youtu.be/gQdLD6kk960


Black History Month STEM programme
Black History Month always provides a fantastic 
opportunity for Nower Hill to recognize the outstanding 
contributions people of African and Caribbean descent 
have made over many generations. Nower Hill students 
know that as a school, we make the effort to recognise 
the indelible mark made by Black History in every 
sphere of life all year-round. 

During October, Nower Hill staff ensured that students 
recognised one individual a day and their invaluable 
contributions to STEM and consequently all of our daily 
lives.  Form tutors shared a profile every day with their 
form classes, and led discussions on the impact their 
STEM work has had on a global scale. 

Profiles, and links to further research, for all of the 
individuals Nower Hill students learnt about, are 
available to them on Student G-suite. 

We are very proud of the discussions, feedback and 
research of our students during Black History Month.

Gerald Lawson created the first 

home video game system that used 

interchangeable cartridges- a 

pioneer in the Gaming industry



Nower Hill STEM HOUSE 
competitions

National Doodle Day:

In celebration of National Doodle Day, Nower Hill ran a House competition, where students were asked to create a 

piece of artwork or “doodle” that represented STEM. They were asked to consider what the term meant, the areas 

of STEM that were of particular interest to them, and their potential career aspirations.

Please congratulate the following students for contributing so significantly to their Houses:

1st place: Olivia Roberts (9FH) has secured 300 achievement points for Franklin House

2nd place: Joint winners Raghav Kukreja and Jaina Patel (7SH) secured 200 achievement points for Shabazz 

House

3rd place: Elliot Jones (8GH): secured 100 achievement points for Gandhi House

We are very proud of all students who took part, and their demonstration of STEM through such creative means. 

Black History Month House Competition:

We are pleased to announce that over 300 students took part in the STEM 

House competition for Black History month. 

Students were asked to pick three inspiring figures, that have made a global 

contribution through innovative work in STEM, and present their ideas in a poster 

or PowerPoint. As always, student contributions were to a high standard. 

Year 12 STEM Ambassadors will be looking through the large number of entries 

before students leave for Christmas, and selecting a winning House. 

The top entry, to be announced in January, will secure 300 Achievement Points 

for their House. 



Christmas Biscuits

Take a look at some of the lovely 
biscuits our Year 7s have been 

making. 

Why not have a go at making your 
own. You can find the recipe on 
the NHHS Foodies page on the 

Student G-Suite. They would also 
make a lovely gift for friends and 

family! 

You can even upload a photo of 
your biscuits for the Food Studies 
department and the rest of the 

school to see. 



MUSIC NEWS

EMI Music Foundation Grant: Huge thanks to the EMI Foundation for 

granting us the funds to replace all the keyboards in MU3! This, 

alongside our fresh coat of paint supplied by the amazing Site Team 

has made our music classrooms look even better than ever.

Virtual Concert/Cluster Carol recordings: In light of recent events, unfortunately our 

usual Christmas festivities could not take place. However, this does not mean our 

students and staff haven’t been hard at work preparing items for virtual concerts! 

Keep an eye out for the release of the virtual concert next week, which will be 

featuring a few familiar faces!

Thanks to all students and staff who have been involved with the recordings, and a 

very special thanks to Miss Spillane for editing the footage together.



INSTRUMENTAL AND VOCAL LESSONS
We have been pleased to have instrumental and vocal lessons up and running this term, 

despite all the challenges, and we thank you for your participation in these and 

supporting Music.

There are a few measures in place to support continuation of lessons if the teacher of a 

student is self-isolating – please contact peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk

Please ensure you have returned the consent form for Zoom lessons if you anticipate 

being able to use this provision.

As always, we are doing as much as possible to maintain all lessons and provision which 

is very important to us.

We appreciate your kindness, understanding and support.

mailto:peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk


Some examples of outstanding PRE homework on Islam Social Justice created by Year 8 students

Anya Jethwa 8SH

Taneesh Ramachandran 8SH

Meera Premathash 8GH Saleem Farhat 8NH

Riana Shah 8NH

Zoha Ali 8NH



Year 8  History

Year 8 have been studying the First World War this half term. As part of their 
work some classes have completed a homework project on the 

characteristics of trenches. Some excellent examples from the classes can be 
seen below.  

8NN



CONNECTING WITH YOUR TEEN

Would you like to understand your child better?

Karen Belmont, our in-house speech and language therapist, shares some insights into 
you child’s communication and gives tips on how you can have more productive 
conversations. These short clips start by talking about how to get and hold your child’s 
attention. To see the first two clips, click here and here

https://nowerhill.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Students-at-home-Ms-Belmont.pptx?ts=1608129491599
https://nowerhill.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Students-at-home-Ms-Belmont.pptx?ts=1608129491599


Collection for the Homeless of Harrow

A group Year 12 students organised a collection for the homeless in the recent weeks. We 

managed to collect two trollies full of essential items such as toothbrushes and toothpaste, 

which will greatly help those seeking help at YMCA Roxeth Gate Hostel. As a school, we 

collected around 200 of each item that was listed in the email sent home to parents, which 

included toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap bars, roll on deodorant and cutlery. Thanks to all 

Nower Hill families for contributing towards this cause; it was greatly appreciated.  Mr Nagle


