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Welcome - Mr Carter, Assistant Headteacher, Head of 6th Form 

Supporting students through UCAS - Mr Carter and Ms Cullum, 
Deputy Head of 6th Form and Head of Year 12 

Choosing a University and a Course; Student Finance - Kat Knight  
City University, London

Apprenticeships - Annice Abanda, Educational Development Trust

Q&A

The Programme
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How does Nower Hill support students applying to UCAS?
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What is UCAS?

All UK based university applications are made through the 
University and Colleges Admissions Service (“UCAS”). In 
short, anyone who wants to study an undergraduate 
degree in the UK will need to apply through UCAS. In 
2018, UCAS processed over 2 million student 
applications and helped over 500 000 students secure a 
full-time place in a university or college across the UK. 

https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/helping-your-child-choose-the-right-university 
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https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/helping-your-child-choose-the-right-university


Week Commencing 20 June - UCAS Prediction Exams. It is important that 
these are taken seriously as your son/daughter will be looking at entry 
requirements based on these grades. These are the grades that are put on 
your form by the school and what the universities look at. 

Week commencing 27 June - WEX Deadline for Self Found Placements 19 
April

Week Commencing 4 July - “Life after Nower Hill Week” - activities on 
higher education, completing UCAS application form, personal statement 
writing, university visit and workshops on different post 18 options, including 
apprenticeships. First draft of personal statement as well as initial UCAS form 
completion.

SUMMER - Complete UCAS form and personal statement and continue 
researching courses and universities.
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What happens between now and the UCAS deadline?



What happens between now and the UCAS deadline?

SEPT - OCT - 1:1s with UCAS Advisor, discuss choices and 
personal statement. Early entry first.

OCT 15th - Early entry Deadline (Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry, 
Veterinary)

OCT Half term - All UCAS applications submitted to school (pay 
and send) for first round of checking

NOV - applications are returned/processed and sent. 

DEC - All UCAS forms have been sent, students receive responses 
from Universities.

JAN 25th 2023- UCAS Deadline After October half term there is a generic 
UCAS drop-in for all year 13 students during 
break, lunch and any student free time.
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What goes into a UCAS Application?

1) Register and fill in personal details

2) Additional information (UK applicants only)

3) Student finance (UK and EU applicants only)

4) Course choices – You can choose up to five courses to apply to, in 
no order of preference.

5) Full education history

6) Employment history

7) Write a personal statement

8) Review all the details

9) Pay your application fees and submit the application

UCAS Fees – How much does It cost?

The application fee for 2023 applications will be £22.00 for 
one choice, or £26.50 for two to five choices.

All students will need to register in the UCAS Hub to start 
and access their application (2023 applicants only).

SC

https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/create-your-ucas-hub-today


The 2022/23 cycle
Key dates for your diary:

● 4 May – the UCAS search tool is updated with 2023 courses
● 18 May – UCAS Undergraduate application opens for 2023 entry
● 20-24 June - UCAS Prediction Exams
● 15 October - Early entry deadline 
● October half term - all applications submitted to the school
● 25 January 2023 - Final UCAS deadline

SC



How to start researching

- Either look at specific universities if you have an idea of where you 
want to study, or look at courses and search through UCAS. 

- https://digital.ucas.com/search and subject guides 
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects 

- From the summer term of Year 12, students can 
start booking onto open days when they have 
narrowed down their choices

- https://www.opendays.com/  https://www.heinlondon.ac.uk/activities
- https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/events-a

nd-open-days 
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https://digital.ucas.com/search
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects
https://www.opendays.com/
https://www.heinlondon.ac.uk/activities
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/events-and-open-days
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/events-and-open-days


Student 
Finance
Kat Knight
UK Student Recruitment and Schools Liaison 
Manager



Student Finance England (SFE) provide financial support on behalf of 
the UK Government to students from England entering higher education 
in the UK.  

▪ The two main costs students have while studying are tuition fees and 
living costs

▪ There is student finance available to help students with both*

▪ Depending on their circumstances, course and where they study, they 
may be able to get a range of financial help and support

*Full time students. Part-time students can get tuition fee and DSA 
support from SFE

N.B. Other funding may be available from other sources if you plan to study 
university outside of England, so it is important to do research separately on this

Student Finance England



Students need to meet certain residency criteria in order to be eligible for 
financial support from SFE:

▪ Be a UK national or have Settled status – can live in the UK without any 
Home Office restriction, and not just for the purposes of education 
▪ Ordinarily resident in England on the first day of the first academic year of 

their course 
▪ Been living in the UK for the three years immediately prior to this date 
▪ There may be other criteria which mean you are eligible, you should contact 

SFE for more information if you’re not sure
▪ Please note that funding for EU students has recently changed due to Brexit 

and eligibility may depend on whether you have settled or pre-settled status 
(if you applied for them in the EU settlement scheme). 
▪ For full information about who is eligible, please visit 

www.gov.uk/student-finance/who-qualifies or call SFE on 0300 100 0607 for 
advice 

Who is eligible?

http://www.gov.uk/student-finance/who-qualifies


▪Apply online www.gov.uk/studentfinance from the beginning 
of February the year you plan to enter university

▪Apply by around 20 May (check the deadline each year)

▪Apply as soon as possible – students do not need to wait 
until they have a confirmed place to apply as you can 
change your details later

▪Applications can be cancelled easily if they decide not to go 
to university or defer entry

▪Students fill out their section and then their parent(s) will fill 
out their part

How to apply

http://www.gov.uk/studentfinance


▪ Tuition fees are currently a maximum of £9,250 for the first year, this has 
been frozen for 2 years up to and including academic year 2024 to 25, 

▪ Eligible students won’t have to pay any tuition fees up front

▪ A Tuition Fee Loan is available to cover the fee charged by a university 
or college*

▪ A Tuition Fee Loan does not depend on household income

▪ SFE pay the Tuition Fee Loan directly to your university or college

▪ The loan is repayable, but only when your income is over £25,000 a year

*Up to £9,250 for full-time courses at a publicly-funded uni or college or up to 
£6,935 for approved courses at private providers.

Tuition Fee Loan



▪ A Maintenance Loan is available to help with your living costs 
while in higher education e.g. accommodation, books, clothes, 
travel etc.

▪ All eligible students can get some maintenance support

▪ The amount of Maintenance Loan you can get depends on 
where you live and study, and sometimes the income of your 
household

▪ Maintenance Loan is paid directly into your bank account each 
term

▪ The loan is repayable, but only when you have left university 
and you’re income is over £25,000 a year

Maintenance Loan



SFE will decide how much maintenance loan you are entitled to based 
on the following:

If you are under 25 years old:
▪ The joint income of your natural/adoptive parents
▪ If your parents do not live together, then it is based on the parent that 

you live with
▪ If that parent lives with a partner, it will be based on their income too

If you are over 25 years old:
▪ The income of your partner if you live with one 

If you are permanently estranged from your parents, are a care leaver, 
have ever been married/in a civil partnership, are financially responsible 
for a child or have supporting yourself financially for 36 months, you may 
be classed as an independent. You may be entitled to a higher amount 
of maintenance loan.

Maintenance Loan



Maintenance Loan (2022 figures)

Household 
Income 

Home 
(£58,253)

Elsewhere
(£62,311)

London 
(£70,022)

£25,000 & under £8,171 £9,706 £12,667

£30,000 £7,484 £9,012 £11,961

£35,000 £6,796 £8,318 £11,255

£40,000 £6,108 £7,623 £10,549

£45,000 £5,420 £6,929 £9,843

£50,000 £4,733 £6,234 £9,136

£55,000 £4,045 £5,540 £8,430

£60,000 £3,597 £4,845 £7,724

£65,000 £3,597 £4,524 £7,018

£70,022 & over £3,597 £4,524 £6,308



▪ Everything you borrowed (tuition and maintenance loans) 
is brought together to make one lump sum

▪ Your repayments are based on your future salary, not on 
how much you borrowed

▪ The overall amount you borrow will not affect how much 
you pay back monthly, but may affect the time you pay 
back for

▪ Students will only make repayments when they are in work 
and earn over the repayment threshold to make the 
repayments affordable

Repayments



From academic year 2023/24, loan repayment policies for undergraduate 
students in England will be changing and key facts about how repayments will 
work include;

▪ You won’t have to make repayments until your income is over £25,000 a year, 
set until April 2027, when the threshold will rise annually with inflation (RPI)

▪ For students starting courses from AY 2023/24, interest rates will be RPI +0%

▪ If you study a full-time course, you will be due to start repaying from the April 
after completing your course or leaving/withdrawing from higher education

▪ A 2026 graduate who starts a job with a salary of £28,000 a year, would expect   
to repay around £17 per month over financial year 2027-28

▪ If your income drops below the threshold, your repayments will stop and any 
outstanding balance will be written-off 40 years after entering repayment

▪ Up to date information will be available at www.gov.uk/studentfinance 

Recent announcements about Student Finance

http://www.gov.uk/studentfinance


City, University of London
Northampton Square
London
EC1V 0HB
United Kingdom

T: +44 (0)20 7040 3161
E: schoolsliaison@city.ac.uk
www.city.ac.uk



Choosing a 
course and 
university
Kat Knight
UK Student Recruitment and Schools Liaison 
Manager



▪ There are a several options available to 
you after sixth form
▪ Higher education

▪ A job

▪ An apprenticeship or higher apprenticeship

▪ A gap year

▪ Some benefits of higher education are:
▪ Career prospects

▪ Money

▪ Life experience

Why go to university?



▪ It’s not the case that everyone has a 
degree – the majority of the population 
don’t have one

▪ Employers are therefore still looking for 
skilled graduates to join the workforce

▪ Degrees demonstrate a high level of 
ability and skill

“There are too many people with degrees” Percentage 
of 

population 
with a 
degree

Data: 2017 government population survey



A. 10%

B. 30%

C. 40%

D. 50%

“I can’t get a job with that 
subject”



▪ Degree (any discipline)
▪ Minimum 3 A levels and GCSE 

Maths and English B grades
▪ Good Excel skills
▪ Positive, can-do attitude
▪ Flexible approach …..

▪ Graduate Audit - Technology Audit 
Edinburgh Autumn 2021

What qualifications and 
skills do I need to become 
an accountant?



▪Skills are the most important 
assets to a graduate

▪Skills are gained through 
experiences 

▪Experiences include:
▪ Course
▪Work placements
▪ Study abroad
▪ Societies
▪ Sports
▪ Student media
▪ Etc….
So GET INVOLVED

Making the most of your 
experience



▪ If you already know what you want to study that’s great
▪ If you’re not sure, it’s a good idea to really think about the options 

available to you
▪ Draw up an initial list of subjects you enjoy or think you will enjoy

▪ Use websites like UCAS, What Uni, Complete University Guide etc to understand 
more about different courses using their course profile pages. Use guides to find out 
what students who studied the same sixth form subjects as you went on to study

▪ Attend university subject tasters and talks to find out more about different subjects

▪ You do not have to pick a subject with a set career attached to it, but it can be 
useful to consider the different career options that may be available from different 
subjects

▪ Think outside the box

▪ On your university application, you can have 5 choices – this is usually the 
same course at 5 different universities

Decide what you would like to study



A potential application example …

City History

East Anglia History

Leeds Ancient History and History

Reading History and Philosophy

Sheffield History



What not to do …

City History

East Anglia Law with European Legal Systems

Leeds Physics with Astrophysics

Reading Classical Studies and Medieval Studies

Sheffield Chemistry



Adventure Media

Entertainment and Media LawBiosciences

Marine Photography

Media, Culture and Society

Urban and Contemporary Music

Clinical Photography

Linguistics

Food and Consumer Science

Microbiology

Middle Eastern Studies

Community Sport Management

Instrumental Teaching

American Literature

Social Anthropology

Sports Journalism
Football Business and Media

▪ There are so many more courses available at university than at 
sixth form

▪ Really take the time to explore university courses and see if any of 
them interest you

Things to consider when choosing what to study



▪Websites such as UCAS, 
Unifrog, Unitasterdays, 
WhatUni, TheUniGuide and 
many more have loads of 
helpful resources to 
understand more about 
university and the courses on 
offer
▪ Lots of universities have 
support available too. City’s 
site is called GoingToUni, and 
includes modules on choosing 
a university and personal 
statements

Start your research online



▪ The UCAS Hub has Subject Guides which 
have information about what different courses 
are like before you research specific 
universities

▪ You can then use UCAS Hub to search for 
courses and see who offers them – understand 
more about the course information, entry 
requirements and follow links to the university’s 
website

▪ Shortlist courses for your top 5 choices for 
your UCAS Application

▪ Compare your favourites and amend them 
as needed

▪ Search for university open days and save the 
ones you’re interested in – very useful for 
planning your calendar

Use the UCAS website



▪ The benefit of the UCAS hub is that it records 
your research. You’ll be looking through a lot 
of universities and courses, and you need to 
keep this information in one place

▪ Things to look into could include
▪ Accommodation/commute

▪ Location of the university and the place it’s in

▪ The size of the university and your specific course

▪ Course content

▪ How you will be taught

▪ Placement and work experience options

▪ Placement/Study abroad years

▪ Optional modules/joint honours

▪ Societies and social life

▪ Support services

▪ Entry requirements

Record your research



▪ These are really valuable to help you get a job 
at the end of your degree

▪ There are lots of different opportunities:
▪ Placements built into your degree, common 

in courses such as health care and teaching
▪ Placement years (usually between years 2 

and 3)
▪ Micro-placements
▪ Internships
▪ Term or study abroad

▪ Look for other ways to get involved too
▪ Volunteering
▪ Charity work
▪ Part time work

Work experience and 
study abroad



▪ Taster sessions are one of the best 
ways to find out more about what a 
course will be like at university
▪ Many universities offer in person and 

virtual taster options
▪ A lot of tasters will happen from 

January of year 12 onwards
▪ But many may also have on 

demand virtual sessions you can 
watch
▪ Find out more and book at 

www.unitasterdays.com, 
www.London.ac.uk, www.ucas.com/
ucas/events/find

Attend a taster event

http://www.unitasterdays.com/
http://www.london.ac.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find


▪ Once you have some idea of 
courses you’re interested in, use 
university websites to find out 
even more
▪ Universities have lots of 

information available. This could 
include:
▪ Virtual 360 tours

▪ Campus tour videos

▪ Student life videos and vlogs

▪ Open Days

▪ Taster sessions

▪ Exhibitions 

Explore university websites 
and events



▪Speak to current students to 
find out more about their 
experiences
▪You can do this at:
▪Open Days (virtual and in person)

▪Other university events e.g. 
student chats, taster sessions

▪On UCAS using Unibuddy

▪On some university websites who 
use Unibuddy

Speak to current students



▪ You will be considered for each course you apply 
to against their entry requirements 

▪ Every course will have various entry requirements 
for the programme 

▪ This varies at every university, even if you are 
applying for the same course at each one 

Entry requirements can include:

▪ Level 3 grades (sixth form)
▪ GCSE grades
▪ Work Experience
▪ Additional tests
▪ Interview/Audition
▪ Personal Statement

Check the entry requirements



▪ You will be considered by the university using your predicted level 3 grades, and 
any actual grades you have e.g. GCSE

▪ The five universities you choose should be around your predicted grades. UCAS 
usually recommend:
▪ 1 or 2 stretch choices, that are at the top end of what you can achieve if you keep putting in 

consistent hard work (this may be the same as your predicted grades)
▪ 1 or 2 choices that are around your predicted grades / a grade or two less than your stretch choice
▪ 1 choice that is a back up which has lower entry requirements than your predicted grades

▪ It’s really important that you have an honest conversation with your tutors about predicted 
grades and don’t apply for universities way off from what you’re predicted

▪ You can apply to universities asking for above your predicted grades, but be aware they 
may offer you a place at the advertised entry requirements, not to match your predicted 
grades

▪ Universities can make flexible offers, and so you may receive an offer that is lower than the 
advertised entry requirements

▪ If you are not sure if a university will consider you, speak to their admissions team

Entry requirements



▪ Attend one of our open days or taster 
sessions 
www.city.ac.uk/study/visit-us/undergraduat
e-open-days

▪ Visit our GoingToUni content hub 
https://goingtouni.city.ac.uk/ 

▪ Tour our campus through our 360 virtual 
tour 
www.city.ac.uk/study/visit-us/campus-tours 

▪ Chat to current City students about their 
experience 
www.city.ac.uk/study/ask-a-student

▪ Order a prospectus for more information 
about City’s courses 
www.city.ac.uk/study/prospectus 

Find out more about 
studying at City

Scan the QR code to be 
added to City’s mailing list 

to hear about our Open 
Days, taster sessions, 
course information and 

more

http://www.city.ac.uk/study/visit-us/undergraduate-open-days
http://www.city.ac.uk/study/visit-us/undergraduate-open-days
https://goingtouni.city.ac.uk/
https://www.city.ac.uk/study/visit-us/campus-tours
http://www.city.ac.uk/study/ask-a-student
http://www.city.ac.uk/study/prospectus


City, University of London
Northampton Square
London
EC1V 0HB
United Kingdom

T: +44 (0)20 7040 5060
E: schoolsliaison@city.ac.uk
www.city.ac.uk



Higher & Degree 
apprenticeships



What are apprenticeships?



The truth about 
apprenticeships



The levels of apprenticeships

Intermedia
te 

apprentices
hip Level 2



Apprenticeships and full-time 
University



The range of apprenticeships



Degree apprenticeships 
available

Aerospace 
engineer

First officer 
pilot

Architect

Marketing 
manager

Chartered legal 
executive

Paramedic

Dietitian

Social worker

Project 
Manager

Senior 
Journalist

Solicitor Storyboard 
artist



Which employers offer 
apprenticeships?



Look inside the company



How an apprenticeship is 
delivered



Life as an apprentice



How to find a Higher/Degree 
apprenticeship



How do you find an 
apprenticeship?

Google: “Rate My 
Apprenticeship”

(www.ratemyapprenticeship.
co.uk)

Google: “Not Going To Uni”
(www.notgoingtouni.co.uk)





Any questions?



Q&A

SC


