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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Weekly update from Nower Hill – 8th January 2021 
 
I do hope that this finds you and your families safe, well and coping as best as can be expected with 

yet another lockdown. I am not sure if it gets easier or just more miserable to be honest, but what I 

do know is that as a school community, we all have a role to play in keeping ourselves connected and 

positive. So on that note, as promised, my weekly lockdown newsletter to you will recommence for 

all matters ‘whole school’; where we need to communicate with families about issues specific to 

particular Year groups or children, there will still be individual letters but we will most certainly try to 

be respectful of the high level of electronic traffic for all families at present, and minimise as far as 

possible. 

We are absolutely delighted with the positive start the children have made to their remote learning 

and we hope the structure of a full school day is more helpful to parents and carers. Thank you for the 

feedback you have given us, which is incredibly helpful as we continue to shape our provision. In 

particular, I would like to thank you for the lovely emails of gratitude that you have sent, which I share 

on a weekly basis with all staff; they are a huge morale booster at a time when the staff are very much 

in need of positive news. With regards to remote learning, we thought it might be helpful to clarify 

our expectations for all students: 

Expectations for student behaviour during remote learning 

The vast majority of student behaviour has been exemplary this week, and teachers have been 

extremely pleased with engagement and conduct, however we have had to make contact home in a 

very few cases. As remote learning has progressed significantly since the last lockdown period, 

students also need to be aware that lessons are recorded, including their comments on the chat 

function, as well as any comments they make if they are invited to unmute by their teacher.  The 

reason for recording lessons is due to ensure adequate safeguarding. 

Our basic expectations include that students must: 

● Join their lesson on time, taking into account how long it takes them to log in on Google 

Classroom. 

● Ensure that they have access to what they require, including their books, paper, textbook, or any 

other relevant resources. 

● Ensure full participation throughout the lesson without any background distractions, such as 

mobile phones. 

● Mute their microphone throughout the lesson to avoid feedback or background noise 

disturbance. 

● Only use the “chat” function after raising their hand by using the “raise your hand” 

button.  Unacceptable spam and chat amongst each other will be regarded as disruptive 

behaviour, and will be logged as a C3 on the Ladder of Consequences.  However, if the teacher 

invites students to use the “chat” function, there is no need to raise their hand first. 



 

We really would appreciate parents and carers making our expectations clear to their children.  
 

Remote learning in general 

Thank you to all parents and carers who have already used the  email alias 

remotelearning@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  to alert us of any issues and also to give feedback.  It is 

really pleasing to hear how the students are enjoying the 'live' aspect of the lessons and the interaction 

between their peers.   We recognise that this is a completely new way of working for all of us and we 

thank you for your support and patience during this challenging time.  There will be an opportunity 

for parents, students and colleagues to give feedback using a Google form once we have had a chance 

to embed this new system. 

We have already sent out information regarding what to expect in the letters emailed on Monday 4th 

January - these included a letter to the students on expectations and a step by step guide on how to 

access remote learning.  This is a rapidly evolving situation and therefore it can be expected that there 

will be further updates to this advice on the whole school message board and of course communicated 

home to you in this weekly letter. If you cannot resolve an individual issue using the step by step guide, 

then please ask your child to message the individual teacher either in the chat function on the Google 

meet or on the classroom stream.  Please ask them to not use Satchel to message their teachers as 

they will be monitoring the Google classrooms only for classwork.  All lessons will be recorded and 

placed in their Google classroom so if there is an issue with internet connectivity in the day they will 

be able to catch up at a later point.  If your issue cannot be solved, please email 

remotelearning@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk with your child's full name, Form and a screenshot as this 

will enable us to deal with your enquiry as efficiently as possible. 

We are still continuing with our homework schedule for this period of time due to the fact that 

students are experiencing 'live' lessons with teacher direction and it is important that students have 

the opportunity to reinforce their learning independently. All homework will still be set on Satchel but 

may link to work started in the lesson on Google or be completely separate.  

Having delivered over 270 devices to our students, we are in a much better position to deliver online 

live lessons to all compared to the last lockdown, and are confident that our students are able to 

access suitable technology to allow them to do so; however if your child is struggling to access online 

learning due to their device, please email remotelearning@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk as we do have a 

small number of Chromebooks left which we can give out to those who do not currently have an 

appropriate device. 

Lesson Timings 

We will be making a slight change to lesson timings next week, following feedback from both parents 

and teachers about the amount of screen time we are being exposed to. We understand that sitting 

in front of a screen for a 6 period day is very tiring for both teachers and students and would like the 

children to be able to take longer breaks away from the screen, so that for example at lunchtime, they 

could participate in a family walk or some other form of outside exercise during daylight hours.  As 
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such, we are going to make some adjustments to the timings of the school day, so that we can all take 

longer breaks away from the computer screen. 

From Monday we will be following these timings: 

8:45 - 9:05   Registration 

9:10 - 10:40   Period 1 and 2 (90 minutes) 

Break  10.40 - 11.10 (30 minutes) 

11:10 - 12:40   Period 3 and 4 (90 minutes) 

Lunch  12.40 - 1.40 (60 minutes) 

1:40 – 3:10   Period 5 and 6 (90 minutes) 

6th Form with twilights only  

Twilight lessons will start at 3:15 and finish 5 minutes earlier for a single twilight and 10 minutes earlier 

for a double twilight. 
 

Instrumental and Vocal lessons  

We are delivering all instrumental and vocal lessons via Zoom or GoogleMeet while school is 
closed.  Many of these lessons have happened already this week and we are so grateful of your 
continued support and of the flexibility and commitment of our wonderful peripatetic teaching team.  
Details of how to access these lessons was emailed home on Tuesday 5th January.  If you did not fill 
out the Zoom permission last term, you will need to do this as soon as possible.  Without this, lesson 
resources will only be placed on Charanga for your child rather than having an actual lesson with their 
teacher.  Harrow Music Service have made it clear that they will count this as lessons delivered.  If you 
need any support in terms of resources to participate in a Zoom lesson or to facilitate lessons at home 
please contact peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
 
The link for Zoom permission is as follows:  
 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ap51O_ay0Lr2EgGocCOxDOwOvbsN_JTvyq2FiHFBhbo/edit  
 
 

Year 11 Careers Guidance Interviews  
 
Careers Guidance Interviews for Year 11 students, who have not already had an interview this year, 
will be conducted over the telephone during this lockdown period.  Glenna Lawrence, our careers 
adviser from Prospects will talk to students at 3.30pm, 4pm, 4.30pm and 5pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays starting from Tuesday 12th January.  She will talk to students about their post 16 options, 
what they are planning to do after Year 11 and any career ideas they might have.  Following 
interviews, a careers action plan will be e-mailed to students, which is a summary of the discussion 
and details things students can do to help them plan for the future.  A member of the Careers team 
will contact parents before these interviews to arrange a suitable time-slot.  For any students who are 
not applying to Nower Hill 6th Form, or who are unlikely to meet 6th Form entry requirements, we 
would encourage students to be looking at local college websites and submitting on-line 
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applications.  If you need any help or advice, please do not hesitate to contact the Careers Department 
on careers@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk. 
 

Year 11 SLT Guidance Interviews 

Year 11 are due to shortly receive their second SLT Guidance Interview to discuss their Post 16 choices 

and to help them with their 6th Form A Level subject preferences for Nower Hill or to give them support 

for applying to a college or apprenticeship. These will not now be face to face meetings due to the 

current lockdown and instead, members of SLT and the 6th Form team, will be making a telephone call 

to your son/daughter. These will take place at the end of the school day, after remote lessons have 

finished, between 3.30 and 4pm during the week beginning 25th January 2021. We very much hope 

that these calls will help to motivate your young person into planning for their next academic learning 

path. 
 

School Closure Wellbeing Page 

The Student Support Team continue to support their year groups with regard to their wellbeing, but 

it is worth mentioning our School Closure Wellbeing Page, which has been collated by Joel Suthesh.  It 

has fantastic tips and resources for the students, ranging from supporting them with their organisation 

to managing coping with increased screen time.   

https://sites.google.com/nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk/nhhsstudenthomepage/home/wellbeing/school-

closure 

That’s about it for this week. Our best wishes for a happy weekend from all of us here at Nower Hill, 

thank you for your continued support and please do look after yourselves. 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

LOUISE VODEN 

Headteacher 
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