
From the Headteacher:

Dear Parents and Carers

It doesn’t seem possible that we are once again at the end of a school term, a whole year since we first locked down. What

a year it has been and what a lot we all know now that we wish we had a year ago!

Ever onwards though, and I know I speak for all my colleagues when I say we have been delighted to have all 1992 of our

children back since the 8th March. They have been tremendous: appreciative of the staff and their friends; respectful of the

myriad of rules we now need to have in place to control infection; full of vim and vigour. The school feels like a school again,

not a rather sparsely populated building with a few colleagues here and there talking at their computer screens! Long may

it continue and a huge thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our testing and face covering policies which

are key components of our school risk assessment. The students have been so mature and cooperative about these

practices, and have completely bought in to the concept of caring for each other.

I have really enjoyed welcoming all of the students back in assemblies over the past few weeks and it has been remarkable

to see how they have just got back into the swing of things. We have agreed that whilst we all acknowledge that lockdown

has been difficult for some and we have known sadness and loss, Nower Hill students most definitely are not a ‘lost

generation’: they are resilient young people, ready to bounce forward and embrace a bright future!



On that note, I hope you will enjoy reading about some of the fantastic achievements of our young people later on in The

News, all the more remarkable as achieved during lockdown through self- discipline and motivation. In particular, I would like

to recognise our Physics Olympiads in Years 11 and 12, who have swept the medals board in this prestigious national

competition, which is largely dominated by independent and selective schools. Congratulations too to Elin Litt in Year 9 who

has passed her Grade 6 violin examinations at a time when all lessons have been remote, and a huge amount of self-

discipline required to do the necessary practice to achieve so highly. Finally, we send our congratulations to Beth Serrao in

Year 10 who has achieved her Chief Scout’s Gold Award.

Our new Gristwood changing rooms project is continuing well, if a little delayed due to various issues. We have taken the

opportunity to spruce up the Gristwood Sports Hall and it is now freshly painted (no mean feat if you could see the size of it!)

and has had extensive remedial works done to a rather ageing roof. It is now looking good as new and I know the PE

department are eager to have it handed back to them after Easter. There are some photos for you to have a look at later on

in The News.

By contrast, I thought I would share another little construction project with you – a new classroom being built at St.

Marcellin’s Primary School in Zimbabwe. As you may well know, Nower Hill has supported St. Marcellin’s Children’s Village, a

home for orphaned and abandoned children in Harare, Zimbabwe, for a number of years. Amongst other projects which we

have supported, we helped to build a primary school on their site which has been a huge success in their local community, so

much so that the healthy number of enrolments now provides them with regular income. The school has a waiting list and

needed extra classrooms – the quickest and most cost effective solution? Make one out of a shipping container!



Here you can see the St. Marcellin’s boys developing valuable skills which will hopefully help with finding employment, whilst at the 
same time increasing the capacity of the Primary school in order to make the Village more self-sufficient. It looks a little different to 
our construction project, but is hugely impressive none the less.  

I do hope that you and your families will have a well earned break over the Easter holidays and I think we are all looking forward to a 
time when we can meet in person again. In the meantime, please enjoy reading all about what has been going on at Nower Hill this 
half term.

With my best wishes,

Louise Voden

Headteacher



St. Marcellin’s Primary School in Zimbabwe



Pollution around our local area 

If you drop off or pick up your child by car, please do not leave

your engine running whilst waiting for them outside school.

The exhaust fumes are unpleasant for our neighbours and it is
also bad for the students who are walking through the polluted
air. Coming to high school is about growing up and developing
life skills and travelling to and from school independently
should be the norm. Please encourage your child to walk or
cycle to school, or take public transport; if at all possible,
please do not drive them. If you do have to drive, please may
we remind you of the need to park legally, safely and with
consideration to our neighbours.

Thank you

Mr Nagle.



Gristwood Changing Rooms Update  

Works are coming 

along nicely on 

the Gristwood

project, which 

should be handed 

back to us in the 

final week of April. 



Mr Mason’s photography  appears in The 
Guardian……  



Our Wellbeing G- Suite Page continues to grow. This term we have added content to our 

Sleep Tips page, shared with us by The Teen Sleep Hub. Sleep tends to be something a 

number of teens struggle with, particularly in their later teenage years and after a period of a 

change in their routine. These videos support teens in having a good sleep routine. We have 

also added online guides on various topics provided by EduSafe, working in partnership with 

The Times Educational Supplement. The resources provide you with advice that is easy to 

access and there when you need it.



Red Nose Day Winners
Congratulations 

Kavi and 

Jankiben! Joint 

winners of our 

Red Nose Day 

competition. Best 

runner up was 

Zoha.

A big thank you to all the students and staff who made a 

donation to the Red Nose Day charity collection last Friday. 

We collected the pleasing total of £317.17 which will go to 

the charity.

Thank you to the school rock band who played over the two 

lunchtimes; their performance was greatly appreciated and a 

reminder that we are slowly returning to normal times.

I hope the pop-up jokes every lesson were not too corny -

some I admit were cringe worthy!

Thank you to the students who went to the trouble of 

decorating their face masks. I hope the winners enjoyed 

their Easter egg prizes. Mr Nagle

Q: Why did the turkey join a 
band?

A: So he could use his 
drumsticks!



E-Safety Blog

With the Easter holidays fast approaching, it is inevitable that young people will be using their smartphones and electronic devices 
more than usual and we would like to ask parents and carers to stay aware of some the online risks that students face. In order to 
support parents and carers with the increasingly fast-paced world of social media, we would like to recommend the following 
websites:

 The NSPCC
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

 Net Aware (A programme developed in partnership between O2 and the NSPCC)
https://www.net-aware.org.uk

 The Safety Centre
https://oursafetycentre.co.uk

 ThinkuKnow (The education programme from The National Crime Agency & CEOP)
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk

Please also visit the Nower Hill website for information on E-Safety (You will find the information under the ‘Parents’ tab). This 
areas is frequently updated with tips, advice and parent guides on the use of social media. 

Using Electronic Devices over the Easter holidays

Safer Internet Day 2021: Tuesday 9th February 2021
As in previous years, Nower Hill celebrated and promoted Safer Internet Day on the 9th February. Whilst we were teaching remotely, it was still incredibly important to 
recognise and discuss the safe, responsible and positive use of digital technology amongst our students. 
The theme for this year’s event was “An internet we trust: exploring reliability in the online world”.  This is a theme that I am sure you will agree is incredibly relevant 
and important, given the times we are living in and the amount of exposure we all have to the internet. Can we thank all families for helping us to celebrate and 
promote this day at home. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://oursafetycentre.co.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


Excellent Creative 

iMedia Results 

The Computer Studies faculty are very proud to announce another excellent set of results from the recent R081 
examinations that took place in January this year. 

Year on year, students have continued to excel in this exam which counts towards 25% of their overall level 2 
qualification. This year, we have received our best results to date, a real achievement given the challenging 

circumstances of this year for our young people. These are some of our headline figures:

69% Students meeting or exceeding their target grades
25% of Year 11 students obtained a Level 2 Distinction or higher (Equivalent to an 8 or 9 grade)
31% of year 10 students obtained a Level 2 Distinction or higher (Equivalent to an 8 or 9 grade)

Please join us in congratulating the students on yet another, excellent set of results. We wish them the best of luck going 
forward in completing the remaining 75% of the course, made up of 3 coursework units.



News from the 
Design and 
Technology 
Department

A Group of  Year 10 Technology students are 
currently designing a moon camp, using Fusion 
630 software, which will be entered for an 
international competition next month. Moon 
Camp is an education project run in 
collaboration between ESA and the Airbus 
Foundation, in partnership with Autodesk. It 
uses innovative learning technologies to 
challenge students to design their own Moon 
settlement with a 3D modelling tool.

Teams will develop a number of 
interdisciplinary experiments to explore the 
extreme environment of space and understand 
how astronauts could live on the Moon. 
Afterwards, they will 3D design their Moon 
Camp using Fusion 360 and write a report 
explaining their project. Their design should be 
adapted to the Moon environment and make 
use of local resources and provide protection 
and/or living and working facilities for the 
astronauts. Participating teams will compete 
for the Moon Camp Pioneers prize for best 
project.

Wish them luck!



Abietha: Our first Family Quiz winner

Abietha in 10KH was delighted to win the quiz with her family.  She said  “A quiz 

competition was conducted  in which I took part and declared as the winner.  In the 

quiz I got the chance to represent my family. There were about 200 families taking  

part so I felt very proud to win. Everyone congratulated me for my success.  The 

Assistant Headteacher, Mr Nagle, congratulated me and inspired me to keep 

participating in such events.  He told me that ‘The harder you work for something, the 

greater you’ll feel when you achieve it’

Well done Abietha and family!

Mr Nagle



WORLD BOOK DAY

At Nower Hill, we love to read! World Book Day is a great  

opportunity for us to celebrate our favourite writers and 

share our reading recommendations with one another. 

During remote learning, students watched a fantastic mini 

lecture on ‘characterisation’, given by authors Malorie 

Blackman and Patricia Lawrence. 



People had given up on Earth long ago. Once a place full of life: green trees, blue skies and magnificent creatures. 

How did it become like this? The past governments all agreed to unite and invest in a project called “Green Mars”. 

Now many of Earth's old inhabitants have moved to Mars in hope of surviving. When man reached Mars, laws were 

created as well as a new class system. The problem was that the class system was very corrupt. Many people with 

connections in the government asked for the people they hated to be kept on earth. There must have been a lot of 

angry people, as over 8 billion people have been left on the dying planet like me. Once known as a blue oasis in the 

never ending darkness of space, it was now a spinning ball of dirt. The eldest people tell stories about Antarctica and 

the Arctic. I don't believe it. A world with actual ice? They must be exaggerating. I found out I wasn’t allowed to go to 

Mars when my mother and I had flown to the rendezvous point on a plane where people were being transported. 

Never had I seen such massive ships. Sure I had seen rockets on TV, but never the size of Mount Everest. Over 

9,000 metres tall and 2,000 metres in width. You would gasp at the size! There were over 1,000 of them produced. 

The population of Earth at the time was around 15 billion. Surely more people could have been sent to Mars. When 

mum and I stopped at the border check, they asked for ID. They pushed my mum into a transport which headed to 

the ship and then they sent me on plane back home. It’s about 20 degrees warmer now than it supposedly was in 

2020. Apparently global sea levels have risen by 13.5 metres since than as well. I remember at school we learnt 

about 2020.

By Christopher Aitkin 7GH



Then Newt’s eyes cleared, as if he’d gained one last trembling gasp of sanity, and his voice softened, “Please, Tommy, please.”

With the city burning and falling around them, Thomas felt tears slowly fall down his cheek and he softly shook his head. He 

turned and threw the gun towards the van. Worriedly, he glanced at Newt and saw the madness grow in his normally warm 

brown eyes. He stood up and turned to get the weapon.  Thomas got up, wiped his tears and grabbed Newt’s arms and gripped 

tight. Newt struggled and tried to elbow Thomas but he held on. “Newt. Listen to me. I’m sorry. Really.”

Newt yelled in frustration, “No! It’s because of you Tommy. You did this. Just do it! Just kill me!” 

Thomas wanted to pull his friend into a fierce hug and never let go. But then an image drifted into his mind. It was Brenda. He 

had saved her. She wasn’t sick anymore and it was because of Thomas. “It was his blood” he whispered. Newt had nearly 

broken free from Thomas’s grasp when he stopped and faced him. His eyes were dark and he pulled something out of his 

pocket. It was a syringe. Newt’s eyes fixed on it; Thomas knew what he was trying to do. 

He lunged forward and yanked it from his hand. He caught Newt’s eye and saw the anger slowly burning inside him like a roaring 

fire. But he looked down at his arm and, as quickly as he could, pierced it with the syringe. Thomas winced slightly. He could see 

a confused Newt out of the corner of his eye. 

By Ava Harron 8BN (re-creating ‘The Maze Runner’ ending).



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

fxgc43Fsxqc

Congratulations to Mr Williams who was crowned the winner of this year's

'Can I Gymru' competition.

The song 'Bach o Hwne' by Morgan Elwy Williams was chosen as the winner,

thanks to a live public vote by viewers of Cân i Gymru 2021 on S4C. The event

was screened from the Donald Gordon Theatre at the Wales Millennium

Centre in Cardiff. After leaving school, Mr Williams graduated in Physics from

Manchester University and is now a Physics teacher at Nower Hill. Last year,

he was fortunate to have the time in the last lockdown to record his new album,

which he hopes will be out in April. Mr Williams said: "This means the world to

me, and thanks to everyone who supported me. And thanks to the band, too –

it's amazing, especially after the year that's just been."

Winning Song Entry 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxgc43Fsxqc


Year 12

On Thursday 4th March 2021, 20 of our outstanding Year 12 physicists took part in the 

‘British Physics Olympiad Senior Challenge’. These students were selected based on their 

exceptional performance in Physics. 

The ‘Senior Physics Challenge’ is a national competition that is specifically designed to 

stretch the best physicists nationally and to deepen their thinking in Physics. The students 

were tested on their ability to grasp new ideas, solve problems and think creatively. This 

year they also had the additional challenge of having to complete the papers during the 

whole school closure. 

All our students performed remarkably well and really rose to the challenge! The awards 

were: 

Gold: Mathuyan Sivapalan and Elliot Lawford

Silver: Ajeyanth Ananthajeyasri, Sumedha Ravishankar, Chris Hudson, Jadon Isayas and Dylan 

Saunders

Bronze: Finn Shouler, Evelyn Watson and Matthew Haddow

We are incredibly proud of our students and their success in a competition taken by only 

the top achieving students in the country. Gaining marks on these very difficult papers was 

no easy task but our students really relished the opportunity and performed very well. A 

very big well done to them all!



Year 11

On their first day back in school, 16 of our exceptional physicists from Year 11 took part in 

the ‘British Physics Olympiad Intermediate Challenge’. 

This national competition is very challenging and is aimed specifically at the most able 

physicists nationally. Its purpose is to push students in their thinking about Physics and to 

develop higher order thinking skills, as well as to encourage students to study Physics 

further. Our students competed nationally with top achieving physics students, who unlike 

those from Nower Hill, came mainly from selective schools and those in the independent 

sector. 

The results that our students achieved have been the highest we have ever had at Year 11 

and this is an amazing achievement! Students were given the awards below: 

Gold: Christina Mooney, Rego Kakas, Nikhil Chauhan, Jai Raven

Silver: Ammar Kassam, Caiden Jacques-Merry, Luke Jospeh, Tanish Shroff, William O’Grady, Nathaniel 

Elder, Armaan Chowdhry, Jafar Bilal

Bronze: Ananya Saxena, Leeya Patel, Shreya Wakde, Asmi Kapoor

Not only are we extremely proud of the outstanding achievements of our students, but also 

of their determination and motivation to take part in the competition after school on their 

first day back. Our sincere congratulations to them all!



Congratulations to:
Destiny 10BH
Rhianna 10SH
Sherkhia 10FN

Target Oxbridge is a prestigious programme for Year 10 students which aims to help Black African and Caribbean students and students of mixed 
race with Black African and Caribbean heritage increase their chances of getting into the universities of Oxford and Cambridge. We are so proud 
of our students who have gained a place! Over the next couple of months, our students will attend webinars run by Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where they will hear from current Black students studying at Cambridge and will be able to ask questions about their experiences. They will get 
the opportunity to speak to admissions tutors about applications and A Level choices for their future Oxford and Cambridge applications in Year 

12. The webinars will also provide advice and insights into how degree subject choices impact career options, as well as the chance to take part in 
a mini-lecture run by a Cambridge academic.



INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY 

9BH
10GN 11FH

The top 3 winning forms have received achievement points and an 

additional prize was awarded to 9BH – very well done!

Well done and thank you to all forms that participated in creating 

collages to represent the flourishing cultural diversity within Nower 

Hill through colours, foods, clothes, traditions, recipes and music 

from all our backgrounds. 

Hi!

Oi!

Aluu!

Jambo!

Salut!

From 22nd – 26th February, the 6th Form Equality and 

Diversity Committee organised some online events to help 

celebrate and promote International Mother Language Day 

2021. We were very impressed by the number of students 

that participated in the Kahoot and the collage competitions.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_MBiaIVuY9dcSKFuT_jVAYVO4Cg0RUOEemdhuIVS2nc/edit#slide=id.gc0c0561c60_0_890
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uPpdDLBOH-1mW7nHrAf6bLX2zDj1VVve4slg0_haJkk/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZPsOr-9yHqox_A4abmvrDDIeDFXqit3DPWr9QgkWjFw/edit#slide=id.p


9BH







PRE
Congratulations to Francesca Marke in Year 12, who 
represented Nower Hill at the Young Philosophers’ 
Conference in February. This involved writing and 

presenting an essay to students and experts from across 
the country. Francesca chose to write on the logic of the 

Trinity and had positive feedback from the organisers of the 
Conference, which was run in conjunction with the Royal 

Institute of Philosophy.



One of our 6th Form students, Amy, recently participated in 
the Obama Leaders Roundtable, an event organised by the 
prestigious Obama Foundation, on the issue of polarisation 
and the rise of extremism in Europe. 

Along with 14 other young people from across Europe, Amy 
gave a speech and took part in a debate about this very 
important issue from a UK perspective and what can be done 
in Europe to address the rise of radical political groups. 

Amy continued to contribute to broader discussions with a 
number of key political figures, including:
Amanda Lind MP, Swedish Minister for Democracy; 
Anna Donath, MEP from the Renew Party of Hungary; 
Cat Smith MP, Shadow Minister for Young People;
Jesse Bernstein, Director for Human Rights and Civil Society 
at the National Security Council at the White House under 
President Biden.

Amy thoroughly enjoyed the experience, putting her superb 
knowledge of Politics to the test. She represented herself and 
Nower Hill with distinction.
Mr Pearson 

Year 13 Politics Student Achievement  



Year 12 Politics students recently had a 
virtual Q&A session with the school’s 
local MP, Gareth Thomas. 

Students asked many questions, ranging 
from topics such as democratic 
participation, the electoral system and 
wider constitutional reform, to the 
individual experiences, achievements 
and voting record of Mr Thomas. 

The students thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to quiz our local MP and 
gained an even greater understanding of 
some of the key topics that are studied 
in the Politics A-Level course.

Year 12 Politics



Featuring

Shakespeare and friends



DRAMA IN THE SUMMER ARTS FESTIVAL

• We are excited to announce this year that there will be a fantastic 
opportunity for all students in all year groups to become a part of this year’s 
Summer Arts Festival, which will take place during the last week of the 
summer term (week beginning 19th July). 

• Our vision for the Drama aspect this year is to explore many of William 
Shakespeare’s classic plays, but with a modern twist. 

• What we are looking for is your creativity, willingness to play and 
enthusiasm for performing and showing off all your fantastic acting skills. 

• So many of you this year have impressed us with your creativity and ability 
to adapt Drama to suit a modern audience, and this is what we hope to 
achieve together in adapting Shakespeare’s classic plays to engage a 
modern audience. 



SHAKESPEARE PIECES

• Year 7 – A Midsummer Night’s Dream

• Year 8 - A Midsummer Night’s Dream

• Year 9 – Romeo and Juliet

• Year 10 – The Tempest 

• Year 11 – Twelfth Night 

• Sixth Form – Macbeth 



ALL AUDITIONS WILL TAKE PLACE
3:30-5:00PM

• Audition dates are as 

follows:
• Tuesday 20th April = Year 7 & 8 in D1 & 

MU1

• Wednesday 21st April = Year 9 in D1

• Thursday 22nd April = Year 10 in D1

• Friday 23rd April = Year 11 in D1



ANY QUESTIONS?

• If you have any questions about the 
auditions, please do not hesitate to 

get in contact with 

• Mr Taylor in D1 or D2 

• or alternatively speak to 

• Mrs Johnson in MU1


