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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I do hope this finds you well and you have enjoyed the half term break with your families. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank you once again for all your support last half term, in particular in 
ensuring that your children attended school every day – our attendance figures were fantastic – and 
also for supporting all of the additional measures we put in place to keep the school COVID secure. 
 
So here we are again with another lockdown looming, and I am truly sorry for all of our families to 
whom this will present yet further hardship; our thoughts are with you. Please do not hesitate to get 
in contact with your child’s Year Coordinator if there is anything we can do to support your son or 
daughter if your family is experiencing hardship. 
 
There is a significant difference this time of course and that is that schools will remain open to all 
students; I know that we will all agree that school is the best place for the children to be, both in terms 
of their academic progress and well-being and also in allowing parents to work effectively, be that at 
home or in the workplace. Equally however, I understand that parents and carers may have concerns 
about the safety of the school community and my purpose in writing to you is firstly to reassure you 
of the measures we have in place and secondly, to ask for your support in ensuring that your children 
conform with all of the necessary measures in place, both within and outside of school, to prevent 
further transmission of the virus. 
 
As you will be aware, we have not so far had to close to any classes or year groups and only 9 members 
of the school community were asked to self-isolate last half term due to one positive case. This is 
exceptional and could not have happened without buy-in to all of our COVID procedures from our 
students, staff, parents and carers. We are incredibly grateful to you all. Please continue to closely 
observe all regulations so that infection is not spread within the community and brought into the 
school; additionally, thank you to all families for ensuring that their children self-isolate when required 
to do so to prevent transmission. All classwork will be on your child’s Google Classroom by the 
following day and homework on Show My Homework/Satchel as usual, so no child will miss out on 
their learning. In the case of a teacher having to self-isolate, they will teach remotely and supervision 
will be provided in the classroom, so students should continue to attend all lessons as normal. 
 
As infections continue to rise nationally, it is more important than ever that children follow the 
procedures we have put in place to keep the school COVID secure. Please could I remind you of the 
following important points and ask you to discuss them with your children, in the interests of keeping 
transmission of the virus down and, most importantly, our school open: 
 

 It is now clear that ventilation is key so we will continue to keep all windows and doors in 

classrooms open to allow for efficient air exchange. It will be cold! May we recommend 

thermal vests, thick tights/socks and fingerless gloves as the weather gets colder. Students 

will of course be allowed to keep their coats on over their jumpers and blazers if required. 



 

 It is compulsory for face coverings to be worn in all indoor communal areas. Please ensure 

that your child has a face covering for school and a separate face covering for wearing on 

public transport if they use it. We have had to give a large number of facemasks out at school 

to those who have forgotten to bring their own from home. All children should have a face 

covering as part of their uniform and I am afraid that we will need to begin to charge from 

now on if we have to provide a child with one. 

 With regards to public transport, all students of secondary age must wear face coverings on 

buses and trains, however we would encourage students to walk or cycle in order to be out in 

the fresh air where the virus is less likely to be transmitted. 

 Please ensure your child has their own small hand sanitiser and packet of tissues. Please also 

reiterate to them the importance of washing their hands when they arrive at school and 

regularly throughout the day. We have numerous hand sanitisers throughout the campus 

should they need to use them. 

 Students must socially distance themselves from all adults and remain in their Year group 

bubbles at school. All physical contact must be avoided, however pleased they are to see each 

other each day – for now, no hugs please! 

 Students must observe social distancing and wear face coverings if they use any food shops 

after school. It is essential that students do not congregate in North Harrow after school, 

but go straight home. As of Thursday, students will be breaking lockdown rules if they meet 

with more than one person outside; it is therefore essential that students are encouraged to 

do the right thing and return straight home at the end of the day. We really need parental 

support on this issue and in the event of children loitering after school, we will be asking 

parents to collect each day. 

Finally, it is inevitable that some members of our community will contract the virus and I would politely 
request that should this be the case, any information that is shared is handled with dignity and respect. 
 
I know that I can rely on the Nower Hill community to work together to ensure that we can all keep 
safe, stay well and keep our school open; thank you very much in advance for your support. 
 
With my best wishes to you all, 
 
 
 
Louise Voden 
Headteacher 
 


