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5/3/21 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I do hope you and your families are all well: the days are getting longer and the Spring bulbs making 
their presence known to lift all our spirits a little. And the best news of course, school is properly back 
next week! 

May I start by thanking you all for your tremendous support in helping us to get the children tested 
this week. We have been so impressed with how maturely our students have approached this and are 
delighted with the rate of testing coverage we have been able to achieve. By the time we return to 
the classroom, all children for whom we have received consent will have been tested 3 times. As per 
my letter last week, testing kits will be distributed at school for home testing after that. May I thank 
our army of staff, parents and community volunteers who have all done a wonderful job over the past 
week, and will continue to do so next week, for enabling us to complete our testing programme. 

Just as a reminder, the days on which the students will be back in school full time, returning to their 
previous timetable where Years 7, 8 and 6th Form start their day at 8.45am, and Years 9,10 and 11 
start their day at 9.10am, are as follows: 

  

Years 11,12,13 10/3/21 

Years 9 and 10 11/3/21 

Years 7 and 8 12/3/21 

  
Please note that if your child is currently attending the small school, they will continue to do so until 
their Year group returns to school full time. 

  
As schools return, it is very important that we continue to monitor any spread of infection, so please 
can I ask parents and carers to carry on with their practice of informing us of absence due to any cases 
of Covid or self-isolation following close contact with a positive case. 

 
I know that parents of children in Years 11 and 13 will have many questions about assessment and the 
awarding of GCSE and A Level grades. Please be assured that we are preparing detailed plans for this 
process, which we will be sharing with you towards the end of next week. We are yet to receive the 
full guidance from exam boards, but have developed clear pathways for how we plan to assess our 
students’ performance in order to award the grades that they deserve.  

 

 

 



 

Naturally, you will understand that we want to find the right balance between supporting the 
emotional health of the young people, which we know only too well has been of great concern during 
this most recent lockdown, with allowing the students to demonstrate the progress they have made 
since their mock examinations in December; we know from our interactions with the young people 
that they are keen to prove to us the grades that they would have been capable of achieving, had the 
Summer exams gone ahead. Students can therefore expect to return to some form of testing after the 
Easter holidays in order to facilitate this, and we would urge you to encourage your child to carry on 
with their revision, as they ordinarily would have at this time of year, in order that they are fully 
prepared to achieve their very best.  

Finally, excited as we all are to see the children again, we know that for some the prospect of returning 

to school, and life in general at present, is causing anxiety. We understand that as families navigate 

conversations with children, there may be a few issues you are also concerned about, including 

possibly dealing with bereavement and loss, understanding self-harm and/or anxiety, low mood and 

depression or healthy lifestyles and changing bodies.  We have previously encouraged our families to 

have conversations with your children regarding how they are feeling about their return to school next 

week.  We certainly hope that the vast majority are looking forward to it as much as we are, but the 

offer stands to please contact us should there be any concerns or anxieties, which would be really 

helpful for us to be aware of, prior to their return.  Please contact your child’s Year Coordinator using 

the following email addresses: 

Year 7:  blue@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 8:  yellow@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 9:  purple@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 10:  red@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 11:  green@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 12:  y12@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 13: y13@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 

 

We found the following resources from Educare, working in partnership with The Times Educational 
Supplement, to be helpful and informative, and aimed directly at parents and carers:  

https://www.educare.co.uk/edusafe-pc 

We were also very impressed with the following resources, which have been shared with us by The 
Teen Sleep Hub, and wanted to share them with you.  Sleep tends to be something a number of teens 
struggle with, particularly in the later teenage years and after a period of a change in routine.  We 
hope that you may find the following links useful; they all relate to sleep.  

Anxiety: https://vimeo.com/469731304 

Screen time, social media & peer pressure: https://vimeo.com/470143055 

Delayed sleep phase: https://vimeo.com/470207218 

Time: https://vimeo.com/470652654 

Lack of routine: https://vimeo.com/471051189 
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Social Sharing Links: 

Anxiety: https://youtu.be/VjwNTSSm6t8 

Screen time, social media & peer pressure: https://youtu.be/YstLSFJLW9o 

Delayed sleep phase: https://youtu.be/svtVIxMjcjw 

Time: https://youtu.be/esdvzY6LgXs 

Lack of routine: https://youtu.be/AyEoL_PmYAE 

 

Personal safety on students’ return to school  

Attached, please find a letter to families from our Safer Neighbourhood Team.  We thought that the 
advice was timely and very relevant as your children will be returning to school next week, and once 
again undertaking the journey to and from school.  It seems a particularly good idea to ensure that all 
valuables are registering using the site linked within the letter. 

..\Parent Personal Safety Letter March21.pdf 

Canteen Provision and break and lunchtime arrangements 

Please ensure that your child has remembered the 4 digit code to purchase food in the canteen and 
at the various outlets.  If they have forgotten, they will need to visit Student Services to receive this 
once again.  Our canteen colleagues have shared that they find it really helpful when students have 
their code in their planner and have this ready to show them when making a purchase, rather than 
communicating it through a face covering.  We will revert once again to meat-free Mondays as from 
Monday, 15th March, and we will look forward to the wonderful options on offer, using fresh produce 
in season. 

Students will be required to remain in their Year group bubble areas once again during their break and 
lunch periods.  Fortunately, we are now looking forward to much brighter (and slightly warmer) 
weather.  However, it is important to be dressed correctly as we are still likely to have cooler days, 
and the odd rainy day, where we are unlikely to ring the wet break bells apart from for heavy rain.  This 
is due to our staggered day, when half of the school will still be studying inside during the other half 
of the school’s break.  For this reason, it is important that students do have raincoats or umbrellas on 
days when it is likely to rain and as mentioned in last week’s letter, layers under their shirts/blouses if 
required.  

Environmental project to reduce waste of uniform 

Just a reminder that our Student Services Team have a significant supply of excellent quality, freshly 
laundered blazers to exchange for your child’s current blazer if it has become too small.  It seems such 
a waste to keep purchasing larger blazers if we are able to run an exchange facility.  Please do email 
our team if you wish to gain further information or arrange a time for you or your child to be fitted 
with an alternatively sized blazer:  SS@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  Additionally, if your child is missing a 
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jumper or their blazer is not in good enough condition to exchange, but there are financial constraints 
at present, we would also be more than happy to support;  once again, please contact our Student 
Services Team. 

Nower Hill Virtual Library 

We have now created our own 'virtual library' at Nower Hill for students to be able to read books 
online and leave reviews for their peers. The link is available on the English G-Suite page as well as 
here: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cHoLMHA7JAbnUM1OKB45bfIYevyqEuLE/edit#slide=id.p1
  

We do hope your child enjoys accessing books online as well as in our school library, and we would 
like to thank you for continued support with literacy. 

 Instrumental and Vocal Lessons 

 A reminder that there will be no instrumental or vocal lessons during next week (Monday 8th March 
- Friday 12th March) while we transition back to school.  Lessons will resume in school on Monday 
15th March, with the exception of cello lessons.  All cellists have been contacted about the 
arrangements. If you borrowed an instrument from the department to use for remote lessons, please 
ensure that you return it to school next week so that we have all the necessary resources to enable 
teaching from 15th March.   

All the timetables are available via Student G Suite - Arts - Music - Peripatetic Lesson Timetables. 

If you have any queries please contact peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 

Year 8 Parents’ evening 

A reminder that the second of our Year 8 Parents’ evenings will take place on 9th March for the H side 
of the Year group. This evening will run from 1:30 pm to 7pm so that parents can receive advice and 
guidance on the process of choosing subjects for study at GCSE. As a result, lessons will stop at the 
end of period 4 for all year groups in order to enable staff to virtually meet with parents. Students 
attending small school provision will therefore also be dismissed from school at 12.40pm on Tuesday. 
There will also be no registration the morning following (10th March), so the children will start their 
lessons promptly at the start of period 1; 9.10am. 

Celebrating Success 

As we approach the end of our remote teaching, we celebrate the achievements of the following Tutor 
Groups for being ‘Tutor Group of the week’ in the last week.  A commendable effort - congratulations 
everyone! We look forward to distributing achievement points in person from next week. 

 · Year 7 – 7FN 

· Year 8 – 8KH 
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· Year 9 – 9NH 

· Year 10 – 10FH 

· Year 11 – 11BN 

And finally, a little heads up about possible traffic problems when we return to school next week. 
There are now no less than three sets of additional traffic lights on the Pinner Road between Cecil Park 
and the school (and that’s before you get to the permanent lights at the junction of George V!) It is 
likely that once the school traffic resumes next week, the area around the school could become very 
congested. Could we therefore encourage you to persuade your children to either walk or cycle to 
school please? This is also great for their physical health and mental well-being. If they do need to 
take the bus, please ensure that they leave plenty of time for their journey, to avoid being late.   

For one final time before my colleagues all return to school and we resume our normal methods of 
communication, a huge thank you for your support during this time and thank you too for taking the 
time to read my rather long weekly letters!  Your feedback has been truly appreciated and your kind 
comments have kept us going when life felt all a little trying. 

Take very good care of yourselves, have a lovely weekend and I look forward to a time in the not too 
distant future when we can welcome you back into school and meet again in person. 

With very best wishes from us all at Nower Hill, 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

LOUISE VODEN 

Headteacher 


