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05/11/2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Guidance to schools during new national restrictions 
 
Further to my letter to you on Monday, a quick update as promised now that we have received the latest 
guidance from the DfE; apologies for this coming out to you on the first day of the new national restrictions, but 
as has become the norm, we only received the guidance in school yesterday afternoon. 
 
There is very little that is different in this guidance for us, which means business as normal here at Nower Hill; I 
am also reassured that we have put all of the correct measures into place already. The key points of the guidance 
we need to bear in mind are as follows: 
 

 The risks to children themselves of becoming severely ill from Coronavirus are very low and far 

outweighed by the benefits of being back in school. Please continue to send your child into school 

every day. 

 Music, Dance, Drama and PE can continue, so long as we continue to follow the safety measures we 

have already put in place. 

 After school sports clubs must unfortunately cease for the duration of the lockdown period; we are 

very disappointed about this, because the benefits of physical activity to the health and well-being of 

young people cannot be disputed. Normal service will be resumed as soon as we are able. 

 Face coverings must be worn by all students in indoor communal areas – we have already 

implemented this rule and the children are demonstrating their usual cooperation. 

 Face coverings must be worn by all secondary children on public transport; again we have already 

advised this. Students who are exempt from wearing a face covering because of health or disability 

should print off and wear this card: 

 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/903454/Exemption_from_face_covering_card_to_print.pdf 

 The DfE continues to advise walking or cycling to school, as we have also done. 

 Children who are extremely clinically vulnerable, as advised by their GP or NHS Consultant, are 

advised not to attend school for the period of the lockdown. Sister Sexton, our school nurse, will be 

in touch directly with any families this affects.  

 Children who are clinically vulnerable or who live with someone who is extremely clinically 

vulnerable, should continue to attend school as normal. 

 The DfE has been clear that exams will go ahead next summer, although for the majority of subjects, 

this will be 3 weeks later to allow for extra preparation. 

 Any activities that are outside of the main school hours but which are focused on education, for 

example one to one or small group music lessons, revision classes etc. will still run. 

Hopefully all is clear, but any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. I am confident that with the 
excellent on-going support that we enjoy from all members of our school community, we can continue to 
operate as near to normal as possible. Many thanks to all of our parents and carers for working with us to keep 
our children positive and optimistic, as we enter yet another difficult period. 
 
With my best wishes 
 
    
 
Louise Voden 
Headteacher 
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