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Dear Parents and Carers 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I do hope that our weekly communication finds you and your families safe and well. The picture above 
is a clue to what the majority of the letter is about this week - yes, March 8th and our return to ‘normal’ 
school! We can’t wait to have the children back in and once again, are so grateful to you for working 
in partnership with us so effectively to make this period of remote learning work as well as it 
has.  There’s a lot to impart today on the arrangements for our return, so let’s get straight on: 

  
Testing 
Many thanks to all parents and carers who have consented to their child being tested; we are delighted 
with the very high take up. Because of the sheer numbers we have to cope with and the fact that 
students need to have 3 tests each spaced 3 days apart, we will begin testing from Monday 1st March. 
This allows us to do 3 tests per child and have all the children back in their lessons by the end of the 
week commencing 8th March, with staggered starts for the different Year groups. It also avoids us 
having to pull children out of their lessons once they are back, hence minimising any further disruption 
to learning. 

  
You will receive an individual letter for your child informing them of the day and time they are required 
to come to school for their tests at least a day prior to their test.  Please allow them to leave their 
remote lesson to arrive in time for their appointment, which should hopefully only take about 15 
minutes. All lessons are recorded, so the students will be able to catch up with their lessons later in 
the day. Tempting as it will be to chat with their friends after they have had their test, it really is 
imperative that they observe all social distancing guidance and head straight home. 

  



 

After each child for whom we have received testing consent has had their first 3 tests at school, 
students will receive a supply of Lateral Flow Device testing kits to self-swab and test themselves twice 
a week at home. These will be distributed to students via their tutor during the week commencing 
15th March. Thank you in advance for ensuring that your child attends their testing appointments next 
week and continues to self-test thereafter until further notice. 

  
Testing days for students are as follows: 

  

Years 11,12,13 1/3/21;   4/3/21;   9/3/21 

Years 10 and 9 2/3/21;   5/3/21;   10/3/21 

Years 7 and 8 3/3/21;   8/3/21;   11/3/21 

  
Once the children return home from their test at school, it is important that you use the registration 
card they are given to register for the result on the NHS website; this will ensure that their result is 
texted to them. All the information to do this is on the registration card except our centre testing ID 
which is NXYR. 
  
Students will be back in school full time from the following dates, returning to their previous timetable, 
where Years 7,8 and 6th Form start their day at 8.45am, and Years 9,10 and 11 start their day at 
9.10am: 

  

Years 11,12,13 10/3/21 

Years 9 and 10 11/3/21 

Years 7 and 8 12/3/21 

  
Please note that if your child is currently attending the small school, they will continue to do so until 
their Year group returns to school full time. 

  
Face coverings  
You will remember that it was compulsory to wear face coverings in all areas of the school last term 
with the exception of classrooms; the new DfE guidance now requires face coverings to be worn in 
classrooms as well, as a precautionary measure until at least Easter. We support this in the interests 
of keeping the school community safe, and you will understand that it is simply not possible in a 
classroom to have a 2 metre distance between each child. Any child who has a genuine medical 
exemption will be expected to wear an exemption card on a neck lanyard. Unfortunately face visors 
alone are not a suitable alternative to face coverings, as they are unlikely to be effective in reducing 
aerosol transmission. We will be purchasing clear face coverings for staff who teach hearing impaired 
children.  Thank you for ensuring that your child understands the importance of cooperating with the 
requirement for face coverings at all times or wearing an exemption card.  It is also important for each 
child to have at least 2 face coverings with them each day, to enable them to change these if they 
become moist during the day or if they misplace one.  

 



 

Hand cleaning 
The new guidance is very clear about the need for excellent hand hygiene. All students will be 
expected to cleanse their hands more often than usual, but also at the following times: 

  
 when they arrive at school 
 when they return from breaks  
 when they change classrooms 
 before and after eating 

  
We have plenty of hand-sanitiser dispensers around the site, but also recommend that your child 
brings their own bottle of hand-sanitiser with them each day for ease of use. 

  
Other safety measures 
All other measures that were put in place last term to minimise the risk of transmission will carry on 
as before, including staggered starts and ends to the days; fixed seating plans; one way systems and 
so on. We will revisit all these measures with the students on their return to refresh their memories, 
and have every confidence that we will see the same level of cooperation that we enjoyed last term. 
The number of Covid cases in Harrow has fallen by 75% since its peak in mid-January which is excellent 
news, but we believe as a school community that we have a responsibility to do all we can to ensure 
this figure continues to fall. Finally, please continue to keep children at home if they display any signs 
of coronavirus and keep us fully informed. 

  
Emotional wellbeing 
We know from experience that the vast majority of students are very excited to return to school and 
to see their friends, attend lessons in person and resume a sense of normality.  However, a small 
number may be feeling a little anxious, or have concerns or queries.  We would encourage parents/ 
carers to have conversations with your children regarding how they are feeling about their return to 
school, and if there are any concerns or issues where we may be able to assist, students are able to 
email their Year Coordinators directly, by using the year group email address as follows: 
 
Year 7:  blue@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 8:  yellow@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 9:  purple@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 10:  red@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 11:  green@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 12:  y12@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 
Year 13: y13@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk 

 

 
School uniform 
We are aware that the children may well have grown significantly since they were last in school in 
December.  In the spirit of environmental sustainability and to avoid waste, we would be pleased to 
support families to recycle uniform where possible, and to exchange blazers for larger sizes where 
required.  We currently have a good stock of blazers in school in a range of sizes.  If your child’s blazer 
has become too small and is still in a good condition, we would be most pleased to arrange an 
exchange.  Alternatively, in cases of financial hardship, we would also be pleased to support and 
provide a blazer for a small donation, if possible.  Should this be of interest, please email the Student 
Services Team at SS@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk.  We will then make contact and arrange the most 
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convenient way to arrange this, whether it be prior to your child’s return to school, or on the day that 
they return. 

  
Please ensure that your child returns in their full, correct school uniform and may we suggest a good 
old fashioned vest too for the unpredictable Spring weather, as windows and doors in all classrooms 
will be wide open to allow lots of lovely fresh air in! 

  
GCSE and A levels 2021 
The Government and Ofqual released their conclusions following the consultation on how GCSEs and 
A-levels would be awarded yesterday.  As a school it will be our responsibility to submit grades for our 
students to the exam boards.  These will need to be based on the performance of students across a 
range of assessments in school, some of which will have already taken place and others which are yet 
to come.  There will also be some form of external moderation.  More details will be released by exam 
boards later this term. 

  
We understand that students in Years 11 and 13 will be anxiously awaiting details as to how this 
process will work.  We will be putting together our plan over the coming weeks and we will provide 
more information as soon as we can.  For the moment students in Years 11 and 13 need to continue 
to concentrate on their studies as this will put them in the best possible position for any future 
assessment.  Please be assured we will do everything in our control to ensure the students achieve 
results which are accurate and fair reflection of their achievement. 

  
Remote Learning until school fully reopens   
We have considered all the responses from the parental survey regarding remote learning and due to 
the recent news that we will be returning to in-school teaching in the near future, we have decided 
not to make any major changes.  We continue to strive to make lessons as interactive as possible and 
encourage students to make the most of the time left by engaging in the classroom chat appropriately, 
answering polls and unmuting their microphones when asked to by their teacher.  It is also important 
that students start to organise their electronic work into easily accessible folders for each subject.   
  
There have been many benefits of remote learning such as personalised feedback, virtual 
collaboration on documents and of course the virtual parents’ evening system which has allowed us 
to communicate with you about your child's progress.  We thank you for all of your support during 
this period of remote learning and we wanted to reassure you that as we move into this next phase 
of managing the Covid situation, that we will continue to provide work on Google classrooms and 
where appropriate, broadcast lessons on Google Meet for those that may have to self-isolate. 

  
Year 8 Parents’ evenings  

A reminder that Year 8 Parents’ evenings are taking place on 3rd March for the N side of the year 

group and 9th March for the H side of the year group. These parents' evenings will run from 1:30 pm 

to 7:00 pm so that parents can receive advice and guidance on the process of choosing subjects for 

study at GCSE. As a result, lessons will stop at the end of period 4 for all year groups on these dates in 

order to enable staff to virtually meet with parents. There will also be no registration the morning 

following (4th and 10th March), so the children will start their lessons on these two days promptly at 

the start of P1, 9.10am. 

 



 

Celebrating Success  

We celebrate the achievements of the following Tutor Groups this week for being ‘Tutor Group of the 

week’ in the last week before half term. An excellent effort at the end of a busy half term of remote 

learning – well done everyone! 

 

 Year 7 – 7KN 

 Year 8 – 8FH 

 Year 9 – 9NH 

 Year 10 – 10GN 

 Year 11 – 11BN 

 

National Careers Week 1st-6th March 2021  
Could there be a better time to look ahead to the future?! To celebrate National Careers Week this 
coming week, students will be thinking about careers they would like to pursue in the future, as part 
of their personal development programme in form time. There will be some on-line events that 
students can register for, which will be advertised on student message boards, including a virtual 
careers fair, which will be running all week - students just need to go to www.ncw2021.co.uk from 
Monday 1st March to learn about different employers and sectors and a STEM Illuminating Careers 
fair with 25 employers from a variety of STEM industries. There is also a special Parent Guide to 
Careers for National Careers Week which has articles on talking to your teen about their future, virtual 
work experience, vocational routes after GCSEs and 6th Form, as well as apprenticeships and gap 
years, which can be accessed here: https://nationalcareersweek.com/parentsguide/ 

  
Instrumental and Vocal lessons  
For the week beginning Monday 8th March, all instrumental and vocal lessons will be paused while 
we transition back to all students returning to school.  All lessons will resume from week beginning 
Monday 15th March.   

If you have had one of the school’s instruments to use while learning remotely, please can you return 
it during the week beginning Monday 8th March so that we have sufficient instruments back in school 
ready for lessons to resume.   

Please contact peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk for any questions or queries  

Family Quiz 
Thank you to all families who took part in our first Family Quiz on Thursday the 11th of February. 165 
families took part, challenging themselves to questions from every subject and from all key stages. 
Well done to everyone who took part and congratulations to Abietha in 10KH, whose family won the 
quiz with an amazing total score of 59/61. We will host another Family Quiz this half term, so get 
swotting to be in with another chance to win! 
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So that’s about it for this week dear parents and carers. Thank you very much for taking the time to 
read all the information about testing and our return to school carefully - believe me, I can’t wait to 
be writing to you about concerts, plays and sports triumphs instead of Covid! 

With best wishes for a restful weekend from us all at Nower Hill. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

LOUISE VODEN 

Headteacher 


