
Dear Parents and Carers
It’s hard to believe that we are half way through the academic year already – how time flies when you’re having fun! I
expect you are as glad as I am to see the back of the long, dark winter days and the welcome appearance of the daffodils
and snowdrops as they emerge to bring us all a little Spring cheer. This half term has been short but intense, with plenty
going on as usual in the school community which you can read all about in this edition of The Nower Hill News.

Earlier this half term, our Year 11 and 13 students got a taste of things to come when they received their mock GCSE and A
Level results. We try and make this experience as close to the ‘real thing’ as possible so they can get an idea of how it will
feel in the summer when they open those all-important results envelopes. We want every single one of our students to be
celebrating joyously with their friends and families in August, so if that wasn’t the case with the mock results, they know
what they have to do! We strongly believe that all students have the potential to move up at least one grade, if not more,
in every subject between now and the actual exams, with determination, a positive attitude and most importantly, hard
work being the essential ingredients for success. You can support your child by ensuring their full attendance at school;
encouraging them to adhere to their homework/revision timetables; engaging with them in their revision (go on – I know
you’d love your brilliant child to teach you the theory behind fuel cells!); finally, and this is really important, helping them
to manage their use of electronic devices, which can be the most extraordinary distraction to effective studying. As I say to
the students, it is only for another 4 months and then they can enjoy a lovely, long summer holiday doing just as they
please. These qualifications will follow the young people around for the rest of their lives, so together, let’s make sure that
they are the best they can possibly be and that your sons and daughters will always be proud of them.

We hope that in the week after half term, you will be able to join us to enjoy this year’s whole school production: ‘School
of Rock’. The students will be rehearsing over the half term break and my thanks to both them and the staff who will be
giving up their holiday to support them. In response to excessive demand for tickets in previous years, we are trialing a
matinee performance on the Friday.



This may be particularly suitable for families who wish to bring along younger children to watch their talented older
siblings perform. We do need to start the performance promptly at 3.15pm in order to allow the actors to rest a little
before the evening performance at 7.30pm, so if you are bringing school age children, it might be an idea to have a
chat with their school and ask if you can collect a little earlier on that afternoon. Tickets are selling fast for all
performances, so if you haven’t purchased yours yet, please do go onto ParentPay to do so.

This half term, our work towards making Nower Hill a more sustainable environment continued. The wildflower seed
that we planted earlier in the year is doing well and we have new bird boxes. Mr Mason also rescued some silver birch
saplings from Stanmore common, which we look forward to planting after half term. The polystyrene cups which we
use for refreshments on parents’ evenings are rightly being phased out and replaced with compostable cups (although
we would still welcome you bringing your own reusable cups). Plastic straws and cutlery are out in the canteen and
compostables are in, but we have work to do yet in persuading both our caterers and the students that we can live
without drinks in single use plastic bottles. The lower playground is now looking much more cheerful (and bee
friendly) with planted tubs full of colourful spring plants. I would like to say a special thank you to Antonia Savvides,
parent and good friend of the school, who gives so generously of her time to support environmental projects around
the school with our Eco prefects and can frequently be found up to her elbows in soil somewhere about the site!
Time now to let you read about all of the other great things that have been happening at the school this half term. We
are off to the much anticipated Year 11 Valentine’s Ball this evening, too late for photos this time but we will share in
the next edition. We hope the students have a lovely evening, a reward for their hard work and excellent behaviour so
far this year.
As always, a sincere thank you to all parents and carers for their support of the school this term and wishing you all a
very happy half term.

Louise Voden
Headteacher    



Jack Petchey winners receive their 
award from the Mayor of Harrow, Cllr 
Nitin Parekh



Winner : Rhianna Year 9
Reason for award : She is a hard 
working friend who puts effort into 
everything. You couldn’t find anyone 
smarter or kinder than her. She 
volunteers for many things and 
takes the opportunity to help 
someone out. Many of her class 
mates see her as perfect and that’s 
because she is! 

Winner : Kayla Year 8
Reason for award : We 
nominate Kayla for the Jack 
Petchey award as she 
contributed well to the Charity 
bake sale by winning the best 
bake award and raising a lot of 
money for Cancer Research UK. 
She also represented Harrow in 
the London mini marathon a 
few weeks ago. Kayla always 
contributes well to charity 
events and is a positive role 
model for her peers. 

Winner : Skye Year 10
Reason for award : For putting herself 
second to everyone else and 
personally helping anyone who is in 
difficulty. Skye is involved with school 
productions; is a member of our award 
winning Petchey Glee Club; and has 
been involved in charity cake sales. 
Skye regularly cycles to school in all 
sorts of weather and is an excellent 
role model to all the students in Year 
10. 



Winner : Tim Year 11
Reason for award : Tim is a great 
friend to his class mates. A loyal 
and loveable character, he has 
devoted hundreds of hours in 
creating the school band, Soda 
Stream and developing them to 
winning the Harrow Battle of the 
Bands. Tim is an excellent role 
model. Tim will volunteer 
whenever asked and is always 
willing to help others. He is an 
excellent saxophone player. His 
Jack Petchey nomination 
received over 60 signatures. 

Winner : Atika Year 12
Reason for award : A delightful young 
lady and excellent role model to the 
younger students. Atika has played a 
lead role in managing Franklin House, 
and is the sort of person who quietly 
gets the job done with no flap or fuss. 
She is always willing to help and take 
the lead. Atika is always willing to help 
her peers and positive when given a 
task or challenge. Atika was nominated 
for her commitment to the school 
community, a reward that she truly 
deserves. 

Winner : Dev Year 9
Reason for award : We have 
nominated Dev as he is a very 
charitable person. He did the 
Hyde park run for charity, he is 
very helpful and nice to all he 
meets and he is willing to help 
everyone and cares for their 
well-being. He is an open book, 
meaning that he will listen to 
everyone's opinion when there 
is a problem and he's not afraid 
to express his opinion as well. 



Winner : Amber Year 10
Reason for award : Amber is always very happy and 
gives 100% to all that she does. Amber is a perfect 
role model to her year group with her positive 
attitude and willingness to get on and do all to the 
best of her ability. Amber is a really strong person 
and a highly valued member of our school 
community.  

Winner : Hannah Year 10
Reason for award : Hannah is an amazing person 
who is kind to everyone. She takes part in any school 
activities, like the school choir and has helped raise 
money for the school. Hannah has made a large 
impact on the school and her confidence has grown 
over the last year. For her Young Enterprise challenge 
Hannah raised money for Cancer Research UK



The school band, Maple Syrup played to a full house  of over a thousand guests at the Jack 
Petchey,  Harrow Borough awards evening at the Watersmeet theatre in Rickmansworth.
The audience loved their version of Into the Groove and Holiday.
A massive thank you to Mrs Johnson & Mr Cotter of the Music department for making it 
possible. Mr Nagle



Literacy Tips For Parents

1. Ask your child to read their book aloud to you. 

2. When asking your child about their day, ensure they use 
full sentences… this will avoid the classic ‘fine’, ‘good’ ‘no’ 
answers!

3. If your child uses a word you are not sure of e.g. slang, 
ask them to repeat it to you in formal English and explain 
what this means.

At Nower Hill we love 
reading! Here are 
some top tips for 

promoting literacy at 
home.



My favourite books are part of the 
‘Harry Potter Series’. This series 
consists of seven wonderful books by 
J.K. Rowling . These seven books have 
adventure, fear, excitement, bravery 
and emotion. These books are about a 
young boy named Harry Potter and his 
adventure as he attends ‘Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry’. 
During his time at Hogwarts, Harry 
learns a lot about magic and comes 
face to face with his arch nemesis 
Voldemort. I like this series because it 
puts no limits on our imagination. I 
would recommended these books to 
anyone who wants some magic in their 
lives!
Anusha Mandviya 7GH

KS3 favourites 
What are our students 
reading? Check out our 
book reviews to find out 
and receive great 
recommendations.



Kasper Prince of Cats is a book in 
the Edwardian Era. It depicts the 
life of a bell-boy meeting a 
sophisticated cat, as well as the 
stoker’s experiences whilst 
aboard the Titanic and the tragic 
sinking of the ship.

It’s a wonderful book with a 
thrilling plot. I would definitely 
recommend it to anyone looking 
for a book full of adventure! I 
give this book 5/5.

Karina Zheng 8KH



WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN THE PRE DEPARTMENT??

35 of our Year 9 and 10 students this term were fortunate enough to meet 
Manfred Goldberg a survivor of the Holocaust and listen to his account of 
the tragic events at the annual Northwood Synagogue Holocaust Memorial 
Day event .The students attended a talk by the Rabbi on the themes of 
tolerance and remembrance, and even got to see the collection of Torah 
scrolls. They also took part in workshops on the causes of the Holocaust 
and the importance of not being a bystander in the face of injustice and 
prejudice. A very touching and moving story which also included the 
opportunity for our students to discuss the Holocaust during workshops at 
Northwood Synagogue.

Zakariya gifted Manfred Goldberg with a card and gift on 
behalf of Nower Hill High School and Northwood United 
Synagogue

NORTHWOOD SYNAGOGUE 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY EVENT



WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN THE PRE DEPARTMENT??

Our Year 9 students listening to the sermon by the Rabbi and the lighting of the candle of peace by Manfred 
Goldberg. A big thank you for all your effort, great manners and listening ears Year 9! – Mr Latif

VISIT TO NORTHWOOD SYNAGOGUE HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY EVENT



WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN PRE DEPARTMENT??

YEAR 9 PRE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY RELIGION IN FILM COMPETITION

Congratulations are in order for Mohammed Ali, 
who was recently awarded first prize for his entry 
in the Religion in Film competition held by 
Cambridge University’s Faculty of Divinity. Students 
taking PRE for GCSE enter the annual competition, 
with a cash prize of £150 up for grabs. This year we 
had phenomenal results with Mohammed taking 
first prize and a further three groups taking 
runner-up places for their films on the theme of 
‘religious treasures.’ Along with Mohammed, the 
runner-up groups screened their films for Ms 
Voden (pictured) and have been invited to a prize-
giving ceremony at Cambridge University. 



This is a huge achievement for Mohammed and his fellow 
competition prize-winners; Enthujan, Dev, Kyle, Dilan, 
Zakariya Zahra, Diya, Muneera, Aishah, Sia , Malaika, Sahana 
and Lina L. 

Students have received a written letter of congratulations 
from Cambridge’s Faculty of Divinity remarking that their 
victories are especially impressive given that this year there 
were “a high number of entries to the competition and the 
quality was very high all round.” The letter also told the 
students to “feel very proud” of their achievements. The 
Humanities Faculty, PRE department, and all at Nower Hill, 
are certainly very proud of them! Well done Year 9! 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN PRE DEPARTMENT??

YEAR 9 PRE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY RELIGION IN FILM COMPETITION



A-Level Drama Students involved in project with Harrow 

School and The Globe Theatre

In January, the Drama Department was thrilled to be asked to audition A-

Level Drama students to take part in the ‘Jeremy Lemmon Project’.  This  

project invited boys from Harrow School and students from local partner 

schools to work together with actors from the Globe Theatre giving us access 

to both stages at Shakespeare’s Globe in London.

The project has now been launched and four of our A-Level Drama students 

will be participating in workshops throughout the year culminating in a 

performance of a series of monologues and scenes from Shakespeare 

performed in the Sam Wanamaker Playhouse at The Globe on the 7th June 

2020.  (Tickets will be available to all at Nower Hill to purchase nearer the 

time).

The students taking part are Azra, Sasha, Laura-Jane and Katy in Year 12.

More details on the project can be found on the Globe website –

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/discover/blogs-and-

features/2020/01/10/a-long-standing-tradition-of-shakespeare/

Laura-Jane, one of the students involved will now explain her experience of 

the launch day – where I joined the students for an exciting and creative day 

at The Globe on Sunday 12th January.

Miss Gardner, Head of Drama

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/discover/blogs-and-features/2020/01/10/a-long-standing-tradition-of-shakespeare/


We have been given the amazing opportunity to work with Shakespeare’s Globe to 

participate in a project with students from Harrow School, Whitmore and Hatch End 

High Schools culminating in us performing our own Shakespearean performance at 

the Sam Wanamaker Playhouse in June. 

When we arrived on Sunday 12th January, we began by having a small tour of the 

Globe which was incredibly fascinating, and ended with us going up onto the stage 

and being able to see the theatre from the perspective of the actors. 

We then had a short workshop where we were able to experiment with a monologue 

from Richard III on the actual stage. We all agreed this was a great experience as we 

were able to experiment with acoustics in the theatre and the staging of a 

Shakespeare production, which is a totally different world to the theatres we are 

used to. 

We were also lucky enough to have a Q&A with a Shakespearean actor and a director 

working at the Globe. They informed us about drama schools, courses and 

universities; helpful advice to steer many of us in the right direction for the courses 

that we are aspiring to apply for.

After lunch we were treated to a performance of Richard III at the Sam Wanamaker 

Playhouse, the same theatre that we are going to be performing in,which gave us an 

idea of how we were going to work on our own monologues and group performances 

to give the best performances that we can. 

We are all very excited to begin the rehearsal process with the other schools and are 

thankful to the Drama Department at Nower Hill for giving us this amazing 

opportunity!

Laura-Jane Year 12



On Thursday 6th February we held our annual Peri
Proms, but this year with a difference. Instead of
several evenings of concerts across the week in
the hall we brought every room of the Gristwood
Centre to life with multiple concerts happening all
on one evening.
The result was a hive of musical activity and
entertainment, with performances representing
all of the instruments we have to offer lessons in
and a breadth of musical style and genre.
Using the informal, smaller, familiar classrooms as
concert venues provided support, reassurance and
confidence to the performers; some of whom
were beginners who have only learnt for a few
months, ranging to our most experienced
musicians.
Many of the concert items were solos, duets or
trios alongside some of our student-led bands
rocking out in D1.
We all had a wonderful evening; there were lots of
positive comments about the new format and
praise for the students’ hard work and
enthusiasm.
Huge thanks to all the students who performed
and to our Peri staff who worked so hard to help
prepare the students and were there on the night.
Thanks also to the Music department staff for
another great event and also special mention to
the Art department for helping to turn an idea for
a new concert poster into something tangible!



Girls’ Football

A fantastic run for the U14 Girls’ Football team 
in the Middlesex Cup this year, making history 
and reaching the semi final for the first time!

The girls won their quarter final game 2-1, and were drawn against a strong Cardinal 
Wiseman School team in the semi final. The girls worked incredibly hard and showed 
great sportsmanship, but unfortunately were unable to keep up the winning streak. 
Stand out performances from Crystal and Charlotte E. 



Cross Country
A great turn out for the Harrow Borough Cross country 
for Nower Hill, and huge congratulations to the 15 
students who qualified for the Middlesex Championships. 
Dylan – 1st                                                          

Chris – 1st                                                           

Noah – 5th Kayla – 1st

Freddie – 4th Eve – 2nd

Ryan – 7th                                                  Kirsty  – 7th

Congratulations to Chris for now qualifying for the National Schools 



Badminton

U16s Boys’ Badminton Competition
A team of 6 Year 10 Boys competed in the Boys’ Upper School 
Badminton tournament over a period of 3 weeks.

The boys were up against 9 other schools in the borough and 
played really well making it into the Plate Final that was held at 
Whitmore High School on 28th January.

They ended up coming 3rd in the Plate Final, so well done boys!

Well done to the following for their performances: Devan, 
Rohan, Armaan, Rishi, Iyaad, Srivatsa and Aryan.



Year 7 Netball

Well done to the Year 7 girls who have been consistently coming to 
training, and turning out for the matches we have had so far this 
season. The highlight of the year so far has been beating a very strong 
Hatch End High School team 6-4 in a nail-biting game.

A massive well done to the following girls for that performance: Ellay, 
Amira, Teagan, Emily, Caitlin, Kiran, Hannah, Mehak, Shabnam, Sneha, 
Sofia, Maia, Aanya and Hirunika.

The girls still have league matches and the rally to go. Good luck for 
the rest of the season girls!



Year 8 Indoor Athletics

Congratulations to the Year 8 boys’ and girls’ indoor athletic 
teams for their amazing effort at the Harrow Borough 

competition. Both teams put in huge efforts which resulted in 
the boys’ team finishing first and the girls coming a close 

second to NLCS. The boys’ win means they now qualify for the 
regional finals. Well done the following: Ryan, Michael, Karvin, 

Charlotte, Isabelle, Layla, Kayla and Racheyah.



Trampolining 

On Tuesday 4th February 2020, a team of 15 entered the 
Borough Trampolining competition. They all displayed courage 
performing in front of 5 judges and their peers from 5 other 
Borough schools producing some great results



Overall Trampolining Results
Junior Boys-1st place in the team award

(Kane H, Ethan L, Matthew J, Akshay L)

Junior Boys’ Individual

1st Place-Kane H

2nd Place-Ethan L

3rd Place-Matthew J

Junior Girls -2nd Place in the Team award

(Kayla S, Charlotte P, Millie C)

Junior Girls’ Individual

3rd Place-Charlotte P

Senior Girls -2nd Place in the team award



Year 10 Boys’ Basketball 

On Friday 17th January 2020, the Year 10 basketball team 
travelled to Pinner High School to play the last of their group 
matches. They fought hard and were within 8 points at each of 
the breaks. However, Pinner High finished the game strongly and 
were eventual winners 38 to 26.

Exceptional performances from Yusef Khaldi, Mika’il Rahaman, 
Seth Bhalla and Oliver Mallon.



Year 7 Boys’ Basketball
After a fantastic half-term of training with Mr McCutcheon, the boys’ basketball team 
represented the school at the annual Harrow Borough Year 7 Basketball Tournament.  The 
games were tough and our blue team were eliminated at the group stages with one draw and 
two losses but our red team had 3 wins and 1 loss in the group stages before losing to Rooks 
Heath in the semi-final. The boys then went on to an overtime win against Salvatorian 
College in the 3rd vs 4th place play off to secure 3rd place in the Borough. 

All the boys represented the school well but Ilyas 7NN was our Player of the Tournament 
with his great long range shooting

Matthew 7GN
Dylan 7NH
Abu 7BH
Rafi 7NN
Shay 7SH
Mehdi 7NH
Shabaan 7GN

Shahab 7SN
Josh 7FN
Leon 7FH
Joey 7GN
Shaiyan 7NH
Aadam 7SN
Ilyas 7NN



Half Term House Point Summary 
As we approach the end of the first half of the Spring Term we find ourselves half-way
through the academic school year. This year seems to be racing by!

Congratulations to Bannister House for winning the Big Bang Science Quiz. This has earned
Bannister House an additional 300 conduct points and has boosted them to the top of the
House league table.

Straight after half term we see the start of the House FLACS languages week competition.
Another opportunity to take part and win 300 conduct points for your House.

Keep your eyes peeled for more House Competitions next half term.

Bannister House has stormed to 1st place with 6,964 conduct points, up two places from
3rd thanks to achieving 1,092 conduct points last week, and the additional points for
winning the BBSQ.

Shabazz House has dropped one place to 2nd with 6,876 conduct points, only 88 points
behind Bannister House.

Nightingale has dropped one place to 3rd with 6,676 conduct points, 238 points behind
Shabazz House.

No change for Franklin House who remain in 4th place with 6,217 conduct points, 421
points behind Nightingale House.

King House is in 5th place with 5,770 conduct points and Gandhi House is in 6th place with
5,625 conduct points.

This half term we have amassed an excellent total of 38,089 conduct points for good
behaviour, hard work, being helpful and supporting the community. That is over 20
conduct points each over the last five weeks and a truly amazing total. Well done to all!
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The English faculty are delighted that 57 of our Year 10 students took part 
in the prestigious Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out Challenge’ on Thursday 23rd

January and Friday 24th January 2020.   

An expert debate coach from the Speakers’ Bank Organisation 
came into Nower Hill to lead a workshop to train our 
students in the essential tools for communicating confidently, 
effectively and with purpose.   

It was a fantastic opportunity for our students 
to develop their Spoken Language skills that 
are assessed at GCSE level.

All students who participated in the 
workshop are encouraged to take part in the 
‘Speak Out Challenge’ competition and 
Compete for a place in Harrow's regional final. 

Speak Out Challenge



Box Tale Soup visits Nower Hill 

On Thursday 30th January we were extremely fortunate to have the prestigious Theatre Company Box 
Tale Soup visit Nower Hill High School to perform the play The Turn of the Screw for our GCSE Drama 
students. The production is a brand new adaptation of Henry James’ disturbing story of horror and 
corruption. The Turn of the Screw premiered at the 2019 Edinburgh Fringe Festival, enjoying a sold-

out three week run. (https://boxtalesoup.co.uk/the-turn-of-the-screw)

The production enabled our Year 9 and Year 10 Drama students to experience a live performance to 
prepare them for their written examination. For Year 11 students the performance was ideal in terms 

of preparing them with the skills of evaluating a gothic/horror performance in the comfort of our 
school hall. The performance was also an incredibly useful experience for Year 12 students in 

preparation for their written examination which focuses on evaluating live theatre.

The students were mesmerised by the production and had lots of questions for the company at the 
end of the performance. It was not only a very entertaining morning, but informative and educational.

Ms Gardner

https://boxtalesoup.co.uk/the-turn-of-the-screw


GCSE Poetry Live!
November 2019 

and January 2020
54 of our year 11 students attended GCSE ‘Poetry 

Live!’ They had the opportunity to hear poems read 
aloud by poets who have mastered poetry in both a 

written and a spoken form. The poets included:
2019 Poet Laureate; Simon Armitage, 

Carol Ann Duffy, Gillian Clarke, Imtiaz Dharker, 
John Agard, Owen Sheers, Grace Nichols and 

Daljit Nagra.

‘Poetry began as something to be performed, or 
sung, or recited – written poetry came much later.’  

Daniel Powell, Director, Poetry Live!

Students also heard from an experienced Chief 
Examiner who gave them essential GCSE 

examination advice which included how to tackle 
unseen poems.



NHHS Young Carers 
Unsung Heroes 

Harrow Carers organised a get 
together for end of year 
celebration on 12th December 
2019 at Oxygen free Jumping in 
Acton. Young carers from 
Bentley Wood, Park High, 
Sacred Heart, Salvatorian 
College, Rooks Heath, Harrow 
High, Whitmore & Hatch End. 
school attended on the day. It 
was a great opportunity for 
Nower Hill young carers to 
meet other young carers from 
different schools across 
Harrow. They shared their 
experience and enjoyed the 
activity at Oxygen Free 
Jumping.



Mr Murray, Gabriel and Jemma from Year 12 are
representing Nower Hill in a landmark educational project.
The project includes seminars, meeting survivors and
learning about the camp’s history and a visit to Bergen-
Belsen. The educational project will culminate in the
production of a visual artefact responding to the
experience. This response will then be given to the
Holocaust Educational Trust, University College London
Centre for Holocaust Education and National Holocaust
Centre.

For more information please visit:
https://www.belsen75.org.uk/

6th Form Art : Belsen 75

https://www.belsen75.org.uk/




This half-term, the Citizenship department has continued it’s 
partnership with Stand Up! Education against discrimination 
to deliver workshops for all Year 9 and Year 10 students. 

The Year 9 workshops were focused on tackling anti-
Semitism and anti-Muslim hate through challenging 
prejudice and stereotypes. Students also learnt about 
equality legislation in the UK and had discussions about the 
values of tolerance and respect in our society. All students 
were provided with empowering examples of how they can 
play a role in reporting and challenging hate crimes 
especially on social media. 

The Year 10 workshops focused on discrimination and fake 
news in the media. Students had great discussions about bias 
and the perceived lack of engagement by young people in 
the news and social issues. The sessions ended with students 
coming up with their own ambitious plans on how to tackle 
hate speech online and engage young people. 

For more information about the organisation, check their 
website: https://www.standupeducation.org/

Stand Up! Education against discrimination workshops for all Year 9 and 
Year 10 students in Citizenship lesson

https://www.standupeducation.org/


28 employers kindly gave up their time and expertise for the 1:1 Mock Interview Event

for our Year 10 students. During the event, every student had a 20 minute interview

with an employer and were then given valuable feedback on their performance. Each

student also had to bring their CV with them in order to make the experience as realistic

as possible.

The employers were impressed and very complimentary about the array of skills and

qualities our students possess. They thought the Year 10 students were extremely

polite, smartly dressed, punctual and answered their questions very well.

Students found the day very rewarding and commented on how beneficial the event

was, as for many of them this was the first time they had ever had an interview. Some

of the things they said they had learnt or gained from the event included:

 ‘Having the experience of an interview makes me feel more confident about the

situation’;

 ‘Articulacy is key: need to be comfortable and have a conversation’.

 ‘I should only put positives on my CV’.

 ‘I need to be confident in my own achievements and abilities’.

 ‘It’s good to be prepared and organised’.

 ‘Very good and helpful skills gained for future life’.

 ‘ Upright posture and have a professional approach’

Employers were also impressed with the warm welcome they were given by Year 9

students, who were helping at the event.

Year 10 Mock Interview Event 

January 2020



Library updates 

Displays

Every month we have displays on the walls. To complement each display we have books that are connected to that 
particular subject. Recently we have had a popular display on the Holocaust Memorial Day which was on January 
25th. Those of you that have visited the library lately will have seen the Holocaust memorial display. The display 
looked at a number of groups that where effected by the holocaust as well as other acts of genocide. 

This month (February) we will be celebrating LGBT+ History Month. 

On March 5th it will be World Book Day and we will have the author G.P. Taylor visiting. Our theme for that month 
will be identity.

English Classes

We know Year 7 is a critical age for establishing reading for pleasure habits for pupils. Every other week Year 7 
English classes enjoy a timetabled lesson in the library. The students are able to browse through the shelves, ask for 
advice from the teacher or Library staff, pick a book and enjoy reading in silence but together in a class 
environment. As part of this lesson, English teachers deliver a short, discussion based session focused on extracts 
from a variety of Literature. This paves the way to individual pursuits of reading fulfilment and encourages students 
to choose genres they may not have read before. 



We are running a Scholastic Book Club.

Please go to http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/nower-hill to browse the latest books and order and pay online. There are hundreds of fantastic children’s and Young 
Adult books to choose from. 

This club allows you as a parent to purchase books at an often discounted rate. Purchasing books for your child through our book club with Scholastic also earns 
free books for our school to stock our library full of the best new books and resources
Students who read succeed, and our Scholastic Book Club can help improve outcomes for our students.

 Reading helps young people to feel more optimistic and to see a world in which they can achieve their dreams.
 When young people read widely and often, they develop higher-order thinking skills.
 Young people are five times more likely to finish a book they have chosen themselves.

How it works
Please go to http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/nower-hill to browse the latest books and order and pay online. Please make sure you use the link provided so that 
the school benefit from your purchases!
For every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club, our school will earn 25p in Scholastic Rewards. 

Please place your order online by January 31st, 2020. Orders under £30 will be delivered to the school free of charge and students will be able to collect items 
from the school library. There is free home delivery for orders over £30.

Any orders under £30 can be collected from the library. We hope you might find this an exciting and supportive way to get books and to encourage your child to 
learn. 

Happy reading! 
Mrs Margaret Loveridge
School Librarian.  

http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/nower-hill
http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/nower-hill


Library Updates - Renaissance Reading

• Our Year 7 students are improving their reading skills thanks 
to the Renaissance Reading Programme that we use at Nower 
Hill. After taking their reading test in the Autumn term, they 
get to choose books that are suitable for their reading ability. 
Books in the library are colour coded to guide them in reading 
books that are aimed at the appropriate level for them. This 
allows their teachers to support and challenge students 
according to their individual needs. Once a student has read 
the book, there is a comprehension quiz online to check 
understanding. 

• The amount of words per class contributes towards the 
Renaissance Challenge. This is collated and put on a board in 
the library. Students get very competitive amongst their 
English classes. It is great to see the students enjoying 
reading!    



Word 
Millionaires 

Ahmed 7KH – 3,219,950

Rehan 7NH – 2,508,890

Zoha 7BH – 2,289,674

Maia 7GH – 1,752,951

Jibraan 7KH – 1,571,223

Matha 7BN – 1,243,151

Amin 7KH – 1,202,355

Bartek 7FN – 1,078,741

Kavi 7KH – 1,075,582

Zoha 7NH – 1,063,510

Ayla 7FH – 1,057,539

Prisha 7FH – 1,022,855

Anli 7GH – 1,012,020

7KH 9,541,709

7GH 6,718,894

7BH 5,849,585

7NH 5,719,897

7FH 5,325,610

7FN 4,310,729

7KN 3,404,355

7BN 2,539,683

7SH 1,987,661

7GN 1,666,601

7NN 622,062

7SN 136,344

Inter Form Reading Competition

Year 7 have read 
a total of 

47,823,130 words 
this half term! 

Congratulations!



E-Safety Blog

Safer Internet Day: Tuesday 11th February 2020
On Tuesday 11th February, Nower Hill celebrated Safer Internet Day. 
Throughout the day students were actively participating in various activities and discussions 
around the topic of online safety.

This year’s theme is “Together for a better internet” . This has given students the 
opportunity to discuss and investigate the meaning of consent and how to have a healthy 
digital footprint, whilst using the internet and social media.

The effects of the internet and social media on mental health and creating digitally diverse 
young people has been in the news a lot recently and it is vital that as a society we are 
supporting young people in the ever-evolving digital world we live in. Please join us in 
supporting Safer Internet Day by discussing the importance of safer internet usage at home.  

E-Safety Parents Evening
On Tuesday 4th February, we held our annual E-safety evening for parents & carers. 

The evening was designed to inform and support our parents and carers about the importance of E-safety. During the 
evening, parents had the opportunity to learn more about different websites and apps, the risks they pose and practical steps
you can take to keep your children safe. 

Two of our 6th formers also attended the evening to give us all a young person’s perspective of “growing up online” and how 
they felt their parents supported them in positively using the internet and social media. All resources from the evening can 
be found on the Nower Hill High School website under the E-safety tab.



.

Thankyou to Mrs Chohan for organising this wonderful trip and to the students who were great Nower 
Hill ambassadors. The small group had spent five weeks working with the Dogs Trust Education officer 
learning about dogs and their needs. We were really proud of how seriously they took the work. 
Mr Wooding

Year 7  visited 
the Dogs 

Trust



Are you able to offer a  6th Form student a work placement?

• Year 12 go on work experience from Monday 1st July  to Friday 5th July 2019. 

• The placements will be linked to the degree course they wish to study at 
University.

If you are able to offer a Nower Hill student an opportunity to work in a professional 
working environment, please contact Mrs Doshi on wex@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk or 
0208 863 0877 Ext. 2209

Work Experience 

mailto:wex@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk

