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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We hope this finds you and your families safe and well as another half term draws to a close. It’s been 
a very lonely half term at the school with the majority of children working remotely, but the ‘Small 
School’ students have kept us company and we have been very impressed with the whole school’s 
response to remote learning. The Nower Hill News should be landing in your inboxes a little later today 
and I hope you will enjoy as much as I did looking at all the examples of fabulous work produced by 
our students. Nower Hill students are a resilient bunch, so although we know this lockdown has not 
been easy for anyone, we are confident that the school community will bounce back as well as it did 
at the start of this academic year. 
 
On behalf of all the staff of Nower Hill, I would like to thank all of our parents and carers for keeping 
the young people motivated and focused on their studies; I know this cannot have been easy whilst 
you have also had to juggle the demands of your own lives. We have had a few parents contact us 
after our letter to Year 11 and 13 students last week, to express concern about well-being and our 
advice to students in the examination years to begin their revision during the half term break. Please 
may I clarify that we are not asking the students to work all week, most certainly not! We are only 
advising that Year 11 and 13 students carry on as they usually would in ‘normal’ years; in our 
experience, that is beginning their revision for GCSE and A Level exams during the February half term. 
We do not yet know the outcome of the Ofqual consultation and what will be required of the students 
in the summer term; we would not want them to be unprepared for the inevitable assessment that 
will need to take place to award them their grades. Therefore, we hope that students will take the 
opportunity to begin their revision, but at the same time balance that with rest, time away from their 
screens/books and doing something nice with their families.  
 

Asymptomatic Coronavirus testing for students ahead of return to school 

The date for the students’ return to school has not yet been confirmed by the government.  However, 
it is likely that when the government announces that students are returning to school, they will ask us 
to test all students and staff for coronavirus using the lateral flow tests. We have already been 
provided with enough lateral flow devices to test all students and teachers in order to identify anyone 
who has coronavirus but is asymptomatic. 

For a number of weeks, we have been successfully testing all those students who attend our school 
provision for the children of critical workers and vulnerable students and staff who are on site.  This 
has gone very smoothly.  In order to plan and prepare for testing all those who wish to be tested on 
our return, we sent out a letter including a link to the consent form earlier this week.  If you would 
like your child to be tested ahead of their return to school, please complete the consent form linked 
below: 

 https://forms.gle/Pcvio4BCi5kq5LqLA 

https://forms.gle/Pcvio4BCi5kq5LqLA


 

Year 8 Options Process 

Thank you to our Year 8 families for providing such positive feedback following our Virtual Options 
Information Evening. It was lovely to hear such appreciative comments; we are pleased all of the 
presentations proved useful. We look forward to welcoming you virtually once again at the Year 8 
Parents’/Carers’ Evenings in March. Should you wish to ask any questions in the meantime about the 
Year 8 Options Process, you are welcome to contact us via our dedicated email address: 
careers@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk. 

Year 8 Parents evening 

Year 8 Parents evenings are taking place on 3rd March for the N side of the year group and 9th March 
for the H side of the year group.  These parents' evenings will run from 1:30 pm to 7:00 pm so that 
parents can receive advice and guidance on the process of choosing subjects for study at GCSE.  As a 
result, lessons will stop at the end of period 4 for all year groups on these dates in order to enable 
staff to virtually meet with parents. 

Celebrating Success 

We celebrate the achievements of the following Tutor Groups this week for being ‘Tutor Group of the 
week’ last week. Towards the end of a long half term of remote learning, we continue to be impressed 
with the dedication of your children towards their subjects and we encourage them to keep this up. 
We hope they enjoy a week off from their studies and come back refreshed for the half term ahead. 

 Year 7 – 7KN 
 Year 8 – 8BN 
 Year 9 – 9NH 
 Year 10 – 10NN 
 Year 11 – 11BN 

World Book Day 
 
World Book Day is fast approaching on Thursday 4th March and as usual, every student will be 
receiving a £1 book token. Due to the challenging circumstances we are currently facing, we have 
decided it would be best to distribute digital tokens for each student. These can be printed or scanned 
via a phone or tablet in store with your purchase. The link for accessing your token is: 
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/booktoken_SecondaryUK.pdf  
 
Instructions for how to use the tokens can be found when following the link. Thank you for your 
continued support with your child's literacy and we look forward to hearing about the wonderful 
books our students have purchased using their tokens! 
 

Remote Learning Survey 

Thank you to all our parents and carers who responded to our recent survey of remote learning.  The 
feedback was incredibly helpful and we value all the contributions made.  We are in the process of 
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evaluating our remote learning offer and will of course take into account all of your feedback, as well 
as government announcements before we communicate any possible changes.   

It has been a steep learning curve for all involved in teaching and learning remotely and we would like 
to take this opportunity to thank the students for their cooperation, resilience and continued 
motivation to learn throughout this challenging time. Our thanks also to our parents and carers who 
have helped keep the children on track; and finally to our fantastic staff, who have risen to the 
challenge of learning new skills to continue to deliver an excellent education to our students. 

Instrumental and Vocal Lessons Online 
  
Thank you for all the support and engagement with instrumental and vocal lessons online this term.  It 
has been really successful and we have had so many positive comments about how lovely it has been 
for the lessons to continue, how it has benefited students’ mental health and well-being and how 
helpful it has been during this time.  Parents/carers have also enjoyed hearing their children perform 
and rehearse at home, as well as gaining an insight into how lessons are usually delivered and 
welcoming Peripatetic teachers into their living rooms!  
  
Just to summarise that we have had lessons continually being delivered on Zoom and Google Meet, 
resources shared on Charanga and lessons also delivered for those students accessing provision in 
school.  We will be sending reports home at the end of this term as we usually do and will be contacting 
families about continuing instrumental and vocal lessons for September 2021 shortly.   
  
If you have any questions or queries please contact peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk  
  
Home crafting 

It's always lovely to receive something nice in the post.  If you are a parent of a Year 7 or 8 student at 
Nower Hill who is currently doing their textiles rotation in Design Technology, you will have received 
something addressed to your child over the last week. The Textiles department has put together an 
embroidery kit to allow pupils to 'make' at home.  We are very aware of the strain of being in front of 
a computer all day and wanted pupils to have a task where they can enhance skill, exercise dexterity 
and hopefully have a break where they can be absorbed in creating. We are looking forward to seeing 
evidence of this during our KS3 Textiles classes after half term.  The embroidery needle has been taped 
down for security, but just in case younger siblings may want to be play with it, please encourage your 
child to keep this pack safe for every lesson. 
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Supporting Parents Helpfinder (Young Minds) 

We understand that times may be tough for many people right now. Parents and carers find 
themselves pulled in many different directions and children may be struggling being in the house for 
so much longer than usual. A mixture of concern about Covid, working from home and having the 
children at home, along with a possible financial impact can make for a very stressful household. 

Young Minds have created a useful 'Supporting Parents Helpfinder'. By answering six questions, 
parents and carers can find out how to support their child's mental health during the pandemic and 
beyond. 

Find the help finder here: https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/ 

 
#Look Closer campaign 

Sadly, we have seen a worrying increase in child exploitation during the recent pandemic. Child 
protection issues will frequently be picked up by schools and with the majority of children currently 
not in school, this safety net for some children has disappeared. Our Safer Neighbourhoods team has 
asked us to share the following information with you about being alert to the possible signs of child 
exploitation. We would be very grateful if you could just take a moment to follow the link: 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/child-criminal-exploitation-and-county-
lines/spotting-signs 

 
So that’s it from us for another half term; may I take this opportunity on behalf of all the staff to thank 
you for your support of the school and to wish you and your families a very happy, restful half term. 

 
With my best wishes 

 

LOUISE VODEN 

LOUISE VODEN  

Headteacher 
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