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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I do hope that our weekly correspondence finds you and your families well. It has been another busy 
week at Nower Hill and as always, we thank you for your support and keeping the children positive and 
focused on their remote learning. 
 
It has been lovely to speak to our Year 11 students over the past couple of weeks about their plans for 
next year and their Post 16 education; such a welcome change to be looking forward positively to the 
future and we are delighted that so many of our Year 11 are making Nower Hill 6th Form their first 
choice. We are having a bit of trouble getting through to some of our students, so please can I make a 
plea that if the home phone rings at lunchtime or immediately after school that you answer please? We 
are not trying to sell you anything - apart from a 6th Form place of course! 
 
Thank you to those parents and carers who took the time to read and respond to the Ofqual 
consultation. It will probably be a couple more weeks before we hear anything concrete, but all of our 
Year 11 and 13 families will be receiving a letter as regards arrangements for after half term, so thank 
you for taking the time to read it.  
 
As half term approaches, we would like to make a plea that children other than those in the exam years 
be allowed to have a complete week off to relax, spend time with families and get outside for some fresh 
Spring air (hopefully after the snow and freezing temperatures predicted for next week!). It has been an 
intense half term and we know that the children are tired (as are we!) after full days of remote learning 
and homework. Apologies to our Year 11 and 13s, but we think their time would be best spent starting 
a solid revision programme, so they are prepared for whatever form of assessment Ofqual presents us 
with. 
 

Remote learning update 

Both student and parental feedback is much in favour of students being enabled to work in groups in 

breakout rooms within Google Classroom.  Although the teacher then ‘visits’ each of the rooms, it is 

important to note that it is not possible to have oversight of the rooms at all times, and the discussions 

and chats in these rooms are not recorded; not too dissimilar from group work in the classroom, when 

the teacher is walking around and speaking to the different groups. If students would like help or need 

to speak to their teacher during break out rooms they can raise their 'virtual hand'.   

To date, students have been completely respectful whilst using these rooms, and have thoroughly 

enjoyed the opportunity to work collaboratively with their peers.  Teachers are currently using their 

judgement to decide which classes and groups would work productively and maturely within breakout 

rooms, but we wanted to be transparent that should there be any behavioural issues reported whilst in 

a breakout room, we would follow the same procedures that we normally would in school; speaking to 

students and setting sanctions in line with our Ladder of Consequences.    



 

Hopefully, this will not be needed, and we can continue to rely on our students being respectful whilst 

learning and enjoying connecting with their peers when doing so.   

 

National Apprenticeship Week - 8th-14th February 

As it is National Apprenticeship Week next week, students will be made aware of what apprenticeships 

are and how to apply for them once they are ready to leave school through assemblies and activities in 

form.  Students can access Amazing Apprenticeships student activity pack here:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-94J853vkJ0XyoopOuH-km2wQH2J1PiL/view  

This has lots of fun activities about apprenticeships for students. For parents who would like to know 

more about apprenticeships please see the latest edition of the Amazing Apprenticeships parent 

newsletter here: 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2021/01/Parent-Pack-Jan-2021.pdf   

Please do get in touch with the Careers Department if you have any questions about apprenticeships. 

Instrumental and Vocal lessons online 

We continue to deliver all of these lessons via Zoom or Google Meet for all instruments.  We have been 

putting messages to remind students and families of this on the year group and whole school messages 

pages as well as sending regular emails home.  A few people have mentioned that emails have ended up 

in their 'junk' folder so please do check and read things through to avoid missing any important 

information. 

A reminder that we have a dedicated email address for all things relating to instrumental lessons to 

avoid lesson time being taken up with anything other than the students' learning and performing.  Please 

use peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk if you want to get in touch with any Music Department staff or any 

of the Instrumental teachers.  We will be sending our usual peri reports home at the end of the Spring 

Term too.   

Well done and a huge thank you to all who are engaging with and attending their instrumental lessons 

every week - we are so pleased with the progress being made and how well the students have adapted.  

Their teachers are loving seeing them every week - please keep up the great work!   

Celebrating Success 

This week we hope you will join us in congratulating the following Tutor Groups for being ‘Tutor Group 

of the week’ last week. There have been many achievement points accumulated over the course of the 

last week, which is fantastic to recognise.  A big well done and keep up the good work! 

● Year 7 – 7NN 

● Year 8 – 8BN 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-94J853vkJ0XyoopOuH-km2wQH2J1PiL/view
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2021/01/Parent-Pack-Jan-2021.pdf
mailto:peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk


 

● Year 9 – 9NH 

● Year 10 – 10KH 

● Year 11 – 11NH 

Family Quiz 

On Thursday at 7pm we will launch a new activity for the whole family. The subject family quiz will be 

open to all to have a go - work together as a family and see how you get on! All of the subject areas have 

set three multiple choice questions, one question for each key stage. It’s simple, read the question, 

discuss the possible answer and select. 

Covering each key stage, there will be questions that our Year 7 students will breeze through and more 

challenging questions for our A Level students. All the questions have been taken from what the students 

have covered in lessons, so they should know the answers. The whole family can get involved and have 

a go. Parents and carers, play your part and show your children just how smart you really are!  All 

responses which are 100% correct will go into a draw and one family will win a £20 voucher. 

So thinking caps on, put your heads together and eyes down for the subject family quiz this Thursday 

from 7pm. 

Nower Hill’s Got Talent! 

Our Senior Student Leaders are launching a whole school virtual Talent Show starting next week to lift 

everyone’s spirits during lockdown. It is open to students in all years from Year 7-13, and they would like 

as many students as possible to take part. To enter, students should make a short video of themselves 

performing their talent and upload it here. It is being organised as a House competition, and the winner 

in each house will receive an Amazon gift voucher. An overall winner from all the House winners will 

then receive an additional prize. We know that our students have lots of talents and this could be their 

platform for school-wide celebrity status! More details are available on the Whole School and Year 

Group message boards.  

Outstanding work 

This week we would like to celebrate the excellent work of Kiran Lotay in 8KN, who was recognised in a 

recent Borough wide poetry competition and received an honorable mention in the Harrow Times. Well 

done Kiran; we all so enjoyed reading your poem, that we wanted to share it with all of our parents and 

carers: 

Hopes for 2021 

Where there’s life, there’s hope, 

So let’s keep living and hoping, 

  

Let’s hope for a safer place, 

Where we can meet face to face, 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf48LztauTribxVjHiKMRVILSQibkHYfuXt-GRaHCMnTsbdlg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf48LztauTribxVjHiKMRVILSQibkHYfuXt-GRaHCMnTsbdlg/viewform


 

Let’s hope for peace, 

In our lives, mind and streets, 

  

Let’s hope for kindness, 

By spreading only happiness, 

  

Let’s hope for self-belief, 

And help raise much needed relief, 

  

Let’s hope for friendship, 

And pray for those going through hardships, 

  

Let’s hope for trust, 

So everyone can lean on us, 

  

Let’s hope for love, 

And share it in all its forms, 

  

Let’s hope for the future, 

Through guidance, praise and nurture, 

  

Where there’s life, there’s hope, 

So let’s keep living and hoping. 

 

With best wishes from us all at Nower Hill and have a lovely weekend. 

 

 

 

LOUISE VODEN 

Headteacher 


