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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I do hope that our weekly update finds you and your families well. I can imagine that you were as 
disappointed as we were, although probably not surprised, at the Prime Minister’s announcement 
earlier this week that schools would not begin to return until the 8th March. We are so sorry that we 
will not be seeing the children after half term as we originally hoped we would, and that you will have 
to continue juggling working from home yourselves with home-schooling. We understand how 
challenging this can be and appreciate all that you are doing to keep your children positive and on 
track with their remote learning. We also understand how demoralising it feels for young people to 
think that they will be isolated from their friends for at least another 5 weeks; sadly we can only offer 
emotional support remotely, but please do encourage your child if they are feeling low to explore our 
Google Wellbeing page or to contact their Year Co-ordinator on their Year group email. 
 

In the meantime, the daffodils are emerging, the days are getting longer, infection rates are falling 
and it’s the great RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch weekend, so please do get involved - I know I will be! 
 

Student Welfare Calls 

These are currently taking place for all of our students to ensure that they are managing at home with 
their remote learning and to signpost them to support if this is required. Whilst the majority of calls 
are coming from staff in school, showing the Nower Hill number, a reminder that many of the calls are 
coming from staff who may be working from home. As a result, it may be that they need to withhold 
their number and it will say ‘No Caller ID’. They will always leave a message where it is possible to do 
so but please could you look out for this and accept the call so that the communication between home 
and school can be maintained. Please note that we will not continue to try if we are unsuccessful after 
two attempts. 

Student engagement with remote learning 

On the whole, we have been delighted with the way in which students have been engaging with their 
remote learning.  Without cameras, it is difficult to ascertain whether all students are focused for the 
duration of the lesson, despite staff building in activities such as polls, using the chat function to 
answer questions, and Google worksheets.  Nevertheless, it is evident through these measures how 
exceptionally engaged a large number of students are, and we would like to recognise this.  As a result, 
we have added an achievement point to our Ladder of Rewards, to recognise excellent engagement 
for remote learning.  We look forward to monitoring the students who gain large numbers of these 
achievement points, but of course, parents are also able to do this independently, by using the SIMS 
app on your mobile devices.  For those who have not managed to sign up to the SIMS app, we include 
further details once again in the next section of this letter. 

 

https://sites.google.com/nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk/nhhsstudenthomepage/home/wellbeing
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/


 

For those students who are failing to engage in their remote learning, a behaviour point has been 
added to the Ladder of Consequences, and once again, parents will have oversight of these through 
using the SIMS app.  This behaviour point will appear as Remote Learning - lack of engagement. 

We recognise how challenging it must be for our families to have to continue their own work whilst 
also ensuring that children remain focused and engaged with their learning, so hopefully this will be 
helpful.  During Form time, tutors are also reminding students to develop or maintain sound habits, 
such as being dressed and ready for school in advance of 8.45am, when they should be signed into 
registration.  It is also useful to remind the children to have their mobile devices or any televisions or 
games consoles switched off and put away, to support their focus for the duration of their lessons.  Of 
course we do recognise that additional challenges may crop up, such as a drop in internet connectivity, 
and this will be taken into account when allocating behaviour points. 

Signing up to the SIMS app 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Remote learning parental survey 

Thank you to all parents and carers who have completed our remote learning survey. We have decided 
to keep it open a little longer to give more of you the opportunity to share opinions, which are 
incredibly helpful in allowing us to evaluate our provision.  If you haven’t yet completed the survey, 
could we please ask you to take a minute to do so on the link here:  

https://forms.gle/J9UYEeEQ9hbX6Ts77 

If you need any support with remote learning - please email: 
remotelearning@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk address. 

 

Support for parents with exam cancellations  
 

‘The Parents guide to…’ series have now released two useful new, free guides for parents and carers, 
advising them how to help their children stay on track studying for either GCSE or A levels this year 
now schools are closed to the majority of students and most official exams have been 
cancelled.   They can be accessed via their website below. 

Click here to download these guides  

  

 

 

 

 

                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/J9UYEeEQ9hbX6Ts77
mailto:remotelearning@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk
http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/coronavirus
http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/coronavirus
http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/coronavirus


 

TIK TOK Guidance for families 

 

Our Safer Neighbourhood Team have shared a leaflet with us, hoping that families will be willing to 
read and familiarise themselves with some of the concerns which have arisen when children have not 
used TIK TOK safely.  Particularly at this time, when students are using their mobile devices 
increasingly to maintain contact with peers, it is so important that they are safe and receive the 
appropriate guidance.  Should you have any further questions regarding this app or other online safety 
issues, please do not hesitate to contact us at admin@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk, and our E Safety 
Coordinator, Ben Ford, will be in touch to provide further support and guidance.  This leaflet can be 
found on the final page of this newsletter. 
 

 
Instrumental and Vocal lessons online 

  

A reminder that all instrumental and vocal lessons are happening online this term through Zoom and 
Google Meet.  All details have been emailed home previously but please let us know if there are any 
difficulties or if the information hasn't made its way to you. 
  

Already this term we have had some lovely feedback from our Peripatetic Teaching team and from 
lots of parents and students enjoying the lessons.  We've been able to help with getting music home 
to students, resources online and even the loan of some instruments to students.   
  

One top tip that has been shared this week is to look ahead for the term on the timetable and to add 
the lesson times and a reminder onto your phone/tablet calendar.  This can be set to pop up with an 
alert to let you know it's time for your lesson - very useful!  
  

Please do get in touch with us at peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk if we can offer you any further 
assistance. 
 

Celebrating Success 

Each week Year Coordinators celebrate the successes of their Year groups in assembly. Despite 
working remotely, we are keen to continue sharing their successes with you and would like to take 
the opportunity to praise the following Tutor Groups for being ‘Tutor Group of the week’ last week. A 
big well done to them all! 

 Year 7 – 7NN 
 Year 8 – 8NH 
 Year 9 – 9BH 
 Year 10 – 10NN 
 Year 11 – 11KH 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk
mailto:peri@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk


 

 Outstanding work  

As we did last lockdown, we would like to share with you each week some examples of outstanding 
work. Apologies that this makes the newsletter a little long, but I think you will agree that the young 
people deserve to have their excellent efforts both recognised and celebrated. This week we are 
delighted to share with you Year 11 Food Tech students’ ‘store cupboard challenge’ where they were 
tasked with creating a dish from anything they could find in the store cupboard - no sneaky trips to 
the shops allowed! You can see their results below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would also like to share with you this speech by Iona Roglic in Year 9, who as part of her Ancient 
History class, was asked to write a speech supporting or opposing Caesar's candidature for the 
consulship in 60 BCE. Iona's work is extremely impressive in terms of her knowledge, the sophistication 
of her argument, and her vocabulary; please take a moment to enjoy this remarkable young woman’s 
work: 

“The measure of a man is what he does with power”. Remember and think upon Plato’s wise words 
as my speech unfolds.  

I’m sure that most of you here today are more inclined to vote in favour of Julius Caesar receiving 
the title of Consul, after all, he has proven himself to be a man of the people has he not: volunteering 
to repair the Appian way, working as a murder judge, and most notably, his military success in Spain. 
But these so called “victories”, lose their virtue when examined in detail, you might even consider 
them to be Pyrrhic victories. 



 

For instance, his mending of the Appian Way. Now you may be thinking, what could possibly be 
erroneous about such a valuable act – crucial to the army and yourself of course? Let us have a closer 
look, shall we? Motive and means. These two factors must be considered in the assessment of 
Caesar’s roadwork. Caesar lacked money and made up for that fact with motive. However, this was 
not simple charity work, it was a ploy to gather more sway with you, the people. While many 
politicians do such things to gain your favour, none have ever done it to the point of near bankruptcy. 
Caesar was a power-hungry man in his youth and continues to be. He is willing to throw himself, 
and others, under the bus for more power over you. Is this the man you want for Consul? Remember, 
you, the people, have the power. 

Hardly a year later, he is seen spending his own money on extravagant plays and gladiator fights, 
stealing credit wherever he can. By taking full credit when he and his colleague, Marcus Bibulus, 
worked in partnership; Caesar made it harder for other politicians to build a good rapport with you, 
potentially creating enmity instead. How well do you think the senate will receive Caesar after 
hearing the treatment of his fellow politicians? Do you think they will listen to him? Or even trust 
him, after his underhanded behaviour? Moreover, this is another huge dent in Caesar’s already 
empty wallet, but what matters to him is his new status as a man of the people (which is merely a 
facade). 

Caesar was a man who prized reputation above all else as I am sure my previous examples have 
demonstrated, but this one really takes the cake. Caesar divorced his wife to have no affiliation with 
law-breaking, and so if he can drop his wife so easily, what makes you think he won’t drop his values 
for more power? You may think that’s preposterous, but then he goes on to do just that. 

I am positive that everyone here is aware of Caesar’s work as a judge in the murder court; who isn’t? 
But are you aware of the fact that he himself has broken the law? You heard it, a law-breaking 
judge. This means that what he did can’t be covered under the guise of a mistake, as he was a man 
who spent a good part of a year condemning people using the law. He persuaded those who had 
lent him money not to delay him by arguing that he would make enough to repay them soon (a 
consequence of his previous escapades involving obscene amounts of money). Caesar then did 
something very illegal, but also unheard of as he ran to Spain before the senate had voted him the 
necessary funds. He was likely afraid of being taken to court while still a private citizen. At any rate, 
he rapidly pacified the province and returned with equal haste – not waiting until he had been 
replaced as governor – to demand a triumph and stand for the consulship. 

What Caesar did is I think in history unprecedented, unknown, unseen we have seen a Praetor, and 
a past judge, break the law and demand a prize for it – the very idea is iniquitous. While I don’t 
doubt that his success in pacifying the tribes which had previously been independent warrants 
respect. I see no reason why he should be excused for breaking the law, because “the only stable 
state is the one in which all men are equal before the law”. If Caesar is given this Consulship, we will 
be preaching that it is okay to break the law if you bring something back when you return. I implore 
you to see the gravity that message holds and the chaos it would bring to Rome, should Caesar be 
elected consul. 

So, ladies and gentlemen, vote for Caesar! Vote for the gasconading, stubborn, power-crazed, 
malfeasant man who thinks himself half-god! Vote for the debt-ridden borrower! Vote for the law-



 

breaking judge! Vote for Gaius Julius Caesar! Just remember “the measure of a man is what he does 
with power”! 

 With very best wishes from us all at Nower Hill and have a lovely weekend. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

LOUISE VODEN 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


