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Why Oxford or Cambridge?

• Broad range of courses

• World-class teaching – lectures, 

seminars/classes, practicals

• Small-group teaching –

tutorials/supervisions 

• Excellent facilities and resources

• Academic, pastoral and financial 

support

• Wide range of extra-curricular options

• Excellent graduate opportunities, 

irrespective of degree discipline



Universities, Departments and Colleges

• Admits undergraduate 
students

• Organises 
supervisions/tutorials

• Provides Directors of 
Studies and Personal 
Tutors

• A place for students to 
live, eat, socialise etc.

• Location of lecture 
theatres, laboratories etc.

• Carries out teaching and 
research

• Runs lectures, practicals, 
classes and trips

• Sets course content and 
exams

• Sets regulations for 
Faculties/Departments 
and Colleges

• Awards degrees

• Has some centralised 
facilities i.e. library, 
student union, 
Disability Resource 
Centre etc.



Choosing a college

A College is like a mini campus, 

providing a base for students. 

Colleges differ in terms of:

• Age

• Location

• Size

• Appearance

• Extra-curricular facilities

When considering Colleges, think about 

where you’d like to live – open application 

if you don’t mind.



Student life

• Work hard/play hard

• Over 1000 university clubs and societies

• Sport, art, drama, music, literature and 

comedy at every level

• Bustling cities with pubs, clubs, bars, 

theatres, cinemas, museums

• Religious and cultural groups

• Safe and relaxed cities

• Welcoming community in your college,

a home from home

• Extensive financial support



• Most of our students are from British 

state schools

• Oxford and Cambridge are actually 

some of the cheapest places to 

study in the UK

• Highest student satisfaction ratings 

and lowest drop-out rates in the UK

• Whatever your interests, you will 

find people who share them

Is it for me?

If you don’t believe us, come and see for yourself!



What are we looking for?

• Academic ability and potential

• Satisfy any subject requirements

• Genuine subject interest – motivation 

and enthusiasm

• Good ‘fit’ between applicant and 

course

• Vocational commitment (where 

appropriate)



The application process

Choose course 
(& College)

UCAS    

application

(Cambridge Extenuating 

Circumstances Form)

Submit by 

15 October

Result of 

application

Choose ‘firm’ 

and ‘insurance’ 

choices

Exam results/ 

confirmation

Written 

work / tests 

Start 

university!

Complete 

online SAQ

(Cambridge)

Interview 

1 in 5

applicants 

made an offer 

(on average)



What information do we use to assess applications?

We consider every application individually, 

taking all aspects into account:

• Academic record

• Personal statement

• Teacher’s reference

• Performance in any admission test / 

assessment (where required)

• Written work (where required)

• Contextual data

• Interview (if interviewed)

No part of an application is considered in isolation 

– all available information is looked at together 

before decisions are made.



Preparing to apply

Do your research
• Course choice is the most important decision –

research thoroughly, personal interest(s) 

Engage and explore
• Be proactive in your learning – current studies and 

interests relevant to your intended degree

Results
• Work hard to do as well as you can in your current 

studies

Practise
• Discussing your academic interest(s)

• Past/example admission test/assessment papers

• Time management – generally and for exams



Frequently asked questions

Can I apply to both Oxford and Cambridge?

Which subjects do I need?

Is there a minimum GCSE requirement?

What’s the most important part of an 

application?

Which Colleges are better for which 

subjects?

Are some Colleges easier to get into than 

others?

What extra-curricular activities will help my 

chances of admission?



University of Oxford
www.ox.ac.uk/study

ox.ac.uk/ask

access@sjc.ox.ac.uk

University of Cambridge
www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk

admissions@cam.ac.uk

access@christs.cam.ac.uk

For the most up-to-date information and advice about anything 

covered in the presentation, please refer to our websites.


